May 2024

‘W IMPACT-se



CONTENTS

Main Findings
Introduction
Christians and Jews
Infidels, Polytheists, and Shi’is
Jihad and Martyrdom
Gender
Israel and Zionism
Regional and Domestic Issues
Peace and Tolerance
Methodology
List of Textbooks
Appendices
Content Removed in 2022
Content Removed in 2021

Content Removed in 2020

Content Removed Before 2020

10
20
66
/74
90
119
146
167
170
184
184
221
249
263



- Main Findings

This IMPACT-se report examines the textbooks of the 2023-24 academic school year to
identify curricular changes. It pays particular attention to content highlighted in IMPACT-
se’s study of the Saudi curriculum from previous years." The analysis includes a comprehen-
sive review of 371 textbooks from the Saudi Arabian national curriculum, published between
2019 and 2024. This allows for an evaluation of both the latest curriculum developments
and the evolution of educational content over the past five years. The study focuses on
subjects of the Humanities, namely Arabic language, Islamic and Social Studies, Life and
Family Skills, Critical Thinking, Geography, History, and Literature. The contents of the text-
books are analyzed according to UNESCO-based standards of peace and tolerance.

o Findings show continued progress toward moderation, openness, and peaceful devel-
opment through a step-by-step process.

o 2023 saw the abolition of the “Courses System” study framework, whose textbooks
contained many inflammatory examples, including on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

o Almost all previously identified hateful examples regarding Jews and Christians were
removed.

o Negative portrayals of infidels and polytheists have been toned down and decreased
in number, as has the approach to allegedly heretical practices associated with the
Shi‘a and Sufism (cult of saints and tomb visitations). Some problematic examples re-
main, mainly relating to the damnation of polytheists and infidels in Hell.

° The removal of problematic examples promoting jihadand martyrdom, as noted in pre-
vious reports, has continued. This year, all problematic examples have been removed
or altered; this includes removal of an interpretation of jihad as an offensive violent
act, emphasizing instead the non-violent interpretations of jihad (namely, the jihad of
the ‘Self).

. Textbooks continue to highlight the importance of peace and tolerance, particularly
the “Critical Thinking” books introduced in 2022.

. There has been considerable improvement with regard to gender issues. Removed
examples include a statement that women must obey their husbands, a prohibition to
appoint women as judges, and insinuations that women are partly to blame for being
harassed. The contribution of women to Saudi society is emphasized, although text-
books maintain a traditional approach to gender roles in society and at home.

"Eldad J. Pardo and Uzi Rabi, “The Winding Road to a New ldentity: Saudi Arabian Curriculum 2016-19 (Interim
Report),” IMPACT-se, Feb. 2020, https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/KSAs-Winding-Road-to-
New-ldentity_2016-19-Curriculum_Final-.pdf; IMPACT-se, “Review of Selected Saudi Textbooks 2020-21,” De-
cember 2020, https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Review-of-Selected-Saudi-Textbooks-2020-
21.pdf; IMPACT-se, “A Further Step Forward — Review of Changes and Remaining Problematic Content in Saudi
Textbooks 2021-22,” September 2021, https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Further-Step-For-
ward-Review-of-Changes-and-Remaining-Problematic-Content-in-Saudi-Textbooks-2021-22.pdf:  IMPACT-
se, “Review of Changes and Remaining Problematic Content in Saudi Textbooks 2021-22 — Annual Review,” June
2022, https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Review_Review-of-Changes-and-Remaining-
Problematic-Content-in-Saudi-Textbooks-2021-22.pdf; IMAPCT-se, “Updated Review: Saudi Textbooks 2022-
23/ May 2023,

https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Updated-Review-Saudi-Textbooks-2022-23.pdf.
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A significant amount of homophobic content has been removed in recent years, in-
cluding a reference in 2023 to homosexuality as a forbidden act because it constitutes
a “monstrous atrocity” (fawahish). However, cross-dressing is still prohibited, yet in
one textbook the content was altered so that it no longer constitutes a “major sin”.

Some cultural practices are delegitimized, including imitation of the opposite sex and
tribal medicine ("sorcery”). An example from 2022 asking students to report "sorcer-
ers" to the official authorities was removed in 2023.

Radical religious ideologies are criticized. These include extremist religious groups,
primarily the Muslim Brotherhood, which is described as an incendiary terrorist organ-
ization. Hezbollah, ISIS, al-Qaeda, and Houthi militias are also denounced. Counter-
terrorism laws are taught in a newly introduced Applications of Law textbook.

Atheism is described as a dangerous phenomenon which can lead to moral corruption,
crime, and the destruction of the family. In some examples, its dangers are even im-
plicitly equated to those of religious extremism and even terrorism. On the other hand,
an explanation that atheism may have occurred only in Muslim “souls that the devil has
taken over” was removed.

The curriculum reveals Saudi Arabia’s adamant dedication to the Palestinian Cause. A
noteworthy reference is to “occupied east Jerusalem” as the capital of Palestine - a
rarity in the curriculum of Arab or Muslim countries who overwhelmingly refer to all
“Jerusalem" as the capital of Palestine.

The portrayals of Israel and Zionism has shown further progress. Libelous examples
were removed, notably those describing Zionism as a “racist European movement”;
accusing Zionists of the 1969 al-Agsa Mosque arson; and framing the expansionist
intentions of Israel and takeover of religious sites as being the impetus for the Six-Day
war. Israel is still not recognized on maps, but in some instances the name ‘Palestine’
was also removed. Several problematic examples still appear in some textbooks.




- Introduction

IMPACT-se has reviewed the Saudi school curriculum since the early 2000s. The September
11 attacks sparked a growing interest in textbooks in the region and beyond, and questions
were raised over the role of school education in radicalizing the Saudi nationals from whose
ranks most of the hijackers—and Osama bin Laden himself-emerged. Subsequently, the
Saudi government embarked on a gradual revision of the curriculum, aiming to strike a del-
icate balance between fostering openness and tolerance while upholding the deeply rooted
Wahhabi religious teachings and cultural traditions.

The reformulation of Saudi curricula reflects a convergence of various motives and ideolog-
ical undercurrents. Embedded within the national framework for transformation outlined in
Vision 2030, the reform initiative recognizes that to address contemporary challenges and
reduce reliance on fossil fuel revenue, the Saudi population must be characterized by high
levels of education, openness, entrepreneurial spirit, and patriotic sentiment. There is an
emphasis on mitigating dependence on foreign labor and external actors for economic sus-
tenance and security, which highlights the importance of becoming self-reliant as a nation.
Additionally, the acknowledgment that radical ideologies and policies are antithetical to the
goals of peace and prosperity further underpins the rationale for educational reform efforts.

The February 2020 IMPACT-se report titled “The Winding Road to a New Identity: Saudi
Arabian Curriculum 2016-19"? shed light on this process, but revealed the existence of highly
problematic content: Quranic surahs, hadiths, and religious interpretations still incited
against the non-Muslim ‘Other’; conservative ideas surrounding the role of women and gen-
der identity were taught; antisemitic tropes pervaded the textbooks; and there remained a
strong emphasis on jihad war and the virtue of martyrdom.

Subsequent IMPACT-se reports (December 2020,% September 2021,* June 2022,°> and May
2023°) revealed substantial improvements to Saudi textbooks. Our previous reports ob-
served that while the Saudis’ progress in moderating their school curricula was aligned with
their Vision 2030 aspirations, the process of content reform nonetheless reflected a “back-
and-forth pendulum” movement. Accordingly, contents violating international standards of
peace and tolerance are removed from textbooks, with the odd cases of similar contents

2 Eldad J. Pardo and Uzi Rabi, “The Winding Road to a New Identity: Saudi Arabian Curriculum 2016-19 (Interim
Report),” IMPACT-se, Feb. 2020, https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/KSAs-Winding-Road-to-
New-ldentity_2016-19-Curriculum_Final-.pdf.

3 IMPACT-se, “Review of Selected Saudi Textbooks 2020-21," December 2020,
https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Review-of-Selected-Saudi-Textbooks-2020-21.pdf. A short
report by the NGO Human Rights Watch in February 20215 referenced this study in relation to both the improve-
ments and remaining problems in the curriculum. HRW, “Saudi Arabia: Further Textbook Reforms Needed,” Feb-
ruary 15, 2021,

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/15/saudi-arabia-further-textbook-reforms-needed.

4 IMPACT-se, “A Further Step Forward — Review of Changes and Remaining Problematic Content in Saudi Text-
books 2021-22,” September 2021,
https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Further-Step-Forward-Review-of-Changes-and-Remain-
ing-Problematic-Content-in-Saudi-Textbooks-2021-22.pdf.

> IMPACT-se, “Review of Changes and Remaining Problematic Content in Saudi Textbooks 2021-22 — Annual
Review,” June 2022,
https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Review_Review-of-Changes-and-Remaining-Problem-

atic-Content-in-Saudi-Textbooks-2021-22.pdf.

6 IMAPCT-se, “Updated Review: Saudi Textbooks 2022-23,” May 2023,
https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Updated-Review-Saudi-Textbooks-2022-23.pdf.
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remaining in other versions of the same textbooks (such as when comparing textbooks of
the “Courses” to the “Pathways” systems), or of such examples reinstated in a textbook after
it had been removed from an earlier edition of the same textbook. Such examples include
the removal of highly inflammatory hadiths and texts perpetuating the deterministic view of
Jews and Muslims being interlocked in everlasting conflicts, alongside other antisemitic
tropes, as well as graphic passages condemning homosexuality and sodomy, and divine
punishment in Hell for apostates and infidels. While the previous reports have occasionally
identified remaining problematic content concerning such matters (particularly in Islamic
references to Jews and Christians, gender issues, and the demonization of Israel and Zion-
ism), in the 2023-24 curriculum IMPACT -se has overall found an encouraging positive trend
of significant improvement in most textbooks. This 2023-24 update review demonstrates
that the updated Saudi curriculum reflects reasonably consistent step-by-step progress and
improvement towards the consolidation of ‘@ more coherent and holistic educational ap-
proach’, as our 2022 report advised.

Structural Changes

The past two years saw two main structural changes in the Saudi curriculum. Firstly, in
2022-23 the school year transitioned from a semester system to a three-term system, sim-
ilar to that of the UAE. Excluding high school textbooks, this entailed a move from two text-
books for a single grade and subject — one for each semester — to three textbooks, or in
some cases, one textbook divided into three terms. At the same time, many textbooks, es-
pecially high school books, have been shortened, and the number of materials taught has
decreased significantly. The removal of problematic content found in previous years may
thus have been a result of this decrease. Notably, since 2021 the amount of Islamic Studies
material has gradually decreased, as pre-2021 curriculum had 3-4 separate textbooks deal-
ing with various religious genres (Tawhid, Figh, Hadith, Tafsir, Sira and Suluk). Since 2021,
however, these genres have been unified under one textbook, which entailed the reduction
of much content. Simultaneously, new textbooks were introduced in 2022-23, including a
“Critical Thinking” textbook that supplemented another parallel textbook introduced last
year. New textbooks for the second year of high school were also introduced under the high
school “Pathways System” (nizam al-masarat) framework, now entering its third year. The
second structural change seen in the 2023-24 school is the Saudi Ministry of Education’s
(MOE) repeal of the “Courses System” (nizam al-muqarrarat) high school studies framework,
which had been in use until the end of the 2022 school year.” In effect, this meant that high
school students would no longer learn from the 22 textbooks which were designated for the
2022 “Courses System” curriculum. This annual update review, which has examined
changes made to more than 70 textbooks from the 2023-24 Saudi curriculum and more
than 371 textbooks from previous curricula, indicates further progress and improvement
across all fields of study.

Christians and Jews

As observed, one theme which saw substantial positive improvements was the depiction of
Christians and Jews during the formative era of Islam in Islamic Studies textbooks. Nearly
all instances portraying Christians and Jews disparagingly within these texts were removed

7 Hamsa Hisham, “Saudi MoE Announced End of Courses Study System for High School”, Al-Masry Al-Youm,

Aug. 18, 2022. https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/2668516.
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from editions spanning 2023-24. Numerous problematic interpretations offered by Islamic
Studies textbooks of Qurianic verses and oral traditions (hadith), which characterize the
Jews and Christians as being “liars” and “arrogant,” were removed. Such interpretations, for
example, accused these groups of plotting against Islam, and of distorting their own scrip-
tures. For instance, even the common Islamic narrative that the Torah and the Gospels have
been gradually falsified by Jews and Christians and subsequently “abrogated by the Sha-
riah”has been removed from an Islamic Studies high school textbook.®

Overall, four problematic examples from our previous report have been removed, adding to
the 12 examples removed last year. In contrast, 2021-22 saw partial removals or substitu-
tions of explicit references to Christians and Jews using implicit terms (such as “previous
nations’), whereby the reference to them is nonetheless understood in the Quranic context.
The overall removal of 16 examples in the past two years includes accusations of treachery
and animosity on behalf of the Jews and Christians against the Muslims, their plotting
against Islam, their divine punishment of being turned into apes and pigs for worshipping
the devil, and the branding as heresy the belief in Jesus’s divinity. Prominent examples re-
moved from 2023-24 textbooks include teaching that the Jews and Christians are liars and
arrogant, and that Jews and Christians falsified their scripture. This is a continuation of the
trendline seen in previous reports of removing hateful content against the “People of the
Book”. The four problematic examples that remain in textbooks on this theme include: teach-
ing that the Ottoman Empire fell due to “the control of non-Muslims over influential posi-
tions” failing to mention the Holocaust in an entire chapter about WWII; an example in a
grade 7 Social Studies textbook which was removed in 2021 from a grade 6 Islamic Studies
textbook, in which a sick Jewish boy avoids damnation in Hell by converting to Islam; and
teaching a hadith comparing Jews, Christians and Zoroastrians to a maimed animal.

Infidels, Polytheists and Shi'is

Further progress has been made in the textbooks’ understanding of what they perceive as
heresy, namely the beliefs and practices of infidels, polytheists, and Shi’is. Eleven examples
were removed, mainly descriptions of the punishments of infidels (i.e., non-Muslims) in Hell.
Ten examples have been moderated, in what seems to be a directed attempt to mitigate
such descriptions, as well as the language used to reference unbelief. In several cases,
textbooks replaced the term “infidels” (kuffar), which carries strong negative connotations,
with more vague terms such as “deniers” (mukaddiban), or lengthy explanations referring to
“those who deny God and His prophet (Muhammad)”,2 which may still imply Jews, Christians,
Zoroastrians, Buddhists, Hindus and other believers. Nonetheless, in some cases, Islamic
Education textbooks removed the aspect of denying Muhammad’s prophecy — a significant
improvement.

Other cases of moderated content include removing the misconception that atheism is more
common among non-Muslims because of their “pride and arrogance”, and removing a state-
ment teaching that atheism may have occurred only in Muslim “sou/s that the devil has taken
over”. However, this example still warns against the dangerous and adverse effects of athe-
ism for the Muslim family and society. Other examples even draw an equivalency between
the dangers of atheism and the dangers of religious extremism and terrorism. Furthermore,

8 [slamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023, p. 34
% See for instance /slamic Equcation, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023, p. 127.
10 See for instance /slamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023, p. 71.



while still perceived as dangerous and “destructive”, students are no longer encouraged to
report sorcerers to Saudi authorities, as opposed to in 2022. Allegedly “heterodox” beliefs
that are associated with the Shi'a, such as the exaggerated veneration of the holy family of
Muhammad (Ah/ al-bayt - which also refers to the Shii imams as his direct descendants)
and visitations to the tombs of saints (the Shi‘iimams and Sufi saints) in the 2023 textbooks
are labelled as things that potentially and theoretically lead to idolatry (shirk), no longer
labeling it as necessarily idolatrous.1t The improvements notwithstanding, 17 problematic
examples were still found in textbooks, mainly concerning the damnation of polytheists and
the deniers of God and Muhammad in Hell; some instances note that there will be no for-
giveness for infidels, contrary to other examples that teach about the possibility of absolving
their sins if they repent before death. Evidently, there are inconsistencies in how the ele-
ments under this theme are treated by Saudi curriculum developers, and the latter may even
further their noteworthy progress if they adopt a more coherent and consistent approach.

Jihad and Martyrdom

The trend of moderating problematic content on jihad and martyrdom has continued from
last year. Most of the previously identified problematic examples of jihad and martyrdom
had already been removed in 2021-22, including an entire textbook unit on violent jihad to
spread Islam, and protect Muslim lands. The current report identified three examples re-
moved in the 2023-24 curriculum, and one altered, with none remaining. For instance, an
interpretation for Qur'anic verses about jihad removed the part about its violent aspects,
emphasizing instead the non-violent interpretation of “jihad of the Selt” (jihad al-nafrs). An-
other removed reference linked jihad with Saudi Arabia’s defense policies. A lesson about
Jihad was altered, removing the explanation that Saudi Arabia’s war against the Houthis is a
form of jihad, and thus is justified and even encouraged under religious law. A removed
example from a high school textbook taught that martyrs are “a/ive with their Lord and sus-
tained by Him’”.

The 2023-24 curriculum consolidates the trend noted in 2022-23 of promoting the im-
portance of peace and tolerance. The new “Critical Thinking” textbooks introduced over the
past three years promote dialogue with and respect toward the ‘Other’, as well as values of
peace and tolerance. The promotion of peace is apparent in several textbooks depicting
Islam as a religion advocating peace; they illustrate how pivotal pacts and agreements be-
tween early Muslims and non-Muslims were established within the framework of Islam. For
instance, an example introduced in 2022 teaches that “/slam [brings] the message of
peace,” and provides eight examples of historic pacts between Muhammad and other non-
Muslim communities such as the Contract of Medina with the Jews, the Agreement with the
Jews of Khaybar, the Peace of Najran with the Christians, and two reconciliation agreements
with Arab tribes. Among the reasons for these agreements are “consolidating partnerships
between the followers of religions and cultures in common affairs,” and “inculcating values
of human coexistence.”

Gender

We have also noted progress on gender issues, but further work yet remains. Students are
taught about women'’s contribution to the Saudi workforce and society, while emphasizing
the importance of maintaining their modesty for their protection. A new geography textbook

" Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2023, pp. 34, 37.



celebrates the first Saudi female astronaut in a unit about the universe. Compared to the
previous report, six problematic examples were removed, four have been altered, and six
examples remain in the 2023-24 curriculum. Among the removed examples are texts per-
petuating man’s superior role over women according to Islam, and the prohibition of ap-
pointing women as judges (gad)). A grade 9 Islamic Studies textbook removed a lesson stat-
ing that the wife must obey her husband (but this message reappeared in a reinstated ex-
ample in a high school Islamic Studies textbook).:2 While cross-dressing is still forbidden and
ridiculed, a grade 9 Islamic Studies textbook altered the content so that it is no longer con-
strued as a major sin. Nonetheless, limited and traditional gender roles are still being taught,
as some textbooks identify “strength and roughness” as male traits, and “softness, kindness,
and tenderness’ as female traits, while others tend to associate house chores and upkeep
with the role of the wife and the daughter.

The 2020 report identified significant progress on the depiction of sexual orientation. This
included the removal of highly inflammatory statements which condemned homosexuality,
deemed their “crime of sodomy’ punishable by death, and described homosexuality as the
cause of disease and calamity. The 2023-24 report continues with mitigating the contents
flagged year after year. For instance, in 2022, a reference to homosexuality as an act of
sodomy was removed from one textbook but it was left unchanged in a parallel textbook. In
2023, the reference in the parallel textbook, where homosexuality was prohibited because
it constitutes a "monstrous atrocity” (7awahish) was likewise removed. Nonetheless, text-
books still prohibit the imitation of the opposite sex, bolstering the argument with a hadith
about Muhammad cursing those who do so. An Islamic Studies textbook for high school still
promotes homophobia by instructing students to explain why the government has refused
to “legalize homosexuality and sexual perversions”.

Israel and Zionism

The portrayal of Israel and Zionism seems to have shown remarkable improvements, not-
withstanding the recurring message in the curriculum that Saudi Arabia remains adamantly
dedicated to the Palestinian Cause. Whereas previously in 2017 editions Israel was referred
to by name,= in editions since 2019, Israel is often referred to as “the Zionist occupation,”
“the Zionist entity,” “the Zionist enemy/’, etc., not recognizing its existence and using lan-
guage that promotes a rejectionist approach towards the country. However, several refer-
ences to Israel as an “enemy” have been removed from the 2023 edition textbooks. Israel is
still never recognized on maps, but the name "Palestine" was also removed from most of
the maps in which it previously appeared, leaving the territory unnamed. This seems to be
systematically applied to maps that focus on Saudi Arabia, avoiding naming countries that
do not border it, such as Israel-Palestine, Egypt, and Ethiopia. A noteworthy, rare recognition
of “occupied east Jerusalem”as the “capital of the Palestinian state”by the 2018 Jerusalem
Summit hosted by Saudi Arabia, implicitly leaves room for Israeli claims to west Jerusalem.
Overall, 21 problematic examples were removed, many of which existed in the now abol-
ished “Courses System” textbooks. This includes a Social Studies high school textbook con-
taining an entire chapter on the Palestinian Cause rife with content violating UNESCO

2 /slamic Studies — Figh (7), Grades 10-12, (Joint Program), 2023, p. 28.
8Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 70 = 71. (Previously - Social Studjes, Grades 10 - 12
(Joint Track), 2021, pp. 70 — 71; Previously - Social Studies, Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2019 - 2020, pp. 69 -

70; Social Studies, Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2017, pp. 140 - 41.)



standards of peace and tolerance. The contents of this chapter have been moderated and
abridged, now appearing as a sub-chapter about Saudi Arabia’s commitment to the Pales-
tinian Cause.

Among the removed examples are the following: Israel’'s impetus for engaging in the Six-
Day War explained through Zionism’s fundamental goal of expansionism and the taking over
of religious sites; Zionists accused of the 1969 al-Agsa Mosque arson; a statement denying
that Jews ever had independent rule in Palestine other than during the times of David and
Solomon; and Zionism described as a racist European movement’. In contrast, a 2017 text-
book which is no longer taught defined Zionism more neutrally as a movement aimed “at
unifying the Jews of the Diaspora and settling them in Palestine”. Our report nevertheless
identified few remaining problematic examples — aside from not mentioning Israel's proper
name in texts or maps, an example recounting the attempts by Zionists and Chaim Weiz-
mann to bribe King lbn Saud labels them as “despicable’ and a “criminal audacity”. Another
example presents Acre as a part of Palestine, not Israel.

Regional and Domestic Issues

On the theme of regional and domestic issues, current textbooks maintain the trend of un-
derlining the preservation of the Saudi regime's stability, evident in their treatment of con-
cepts potentially challenging its integrity. The material found in textbooks underscores the
authoritative governance of the Saudi ruler, while scrutinizing separatist movements and
contemporary ideological currents. Notably, these movements, such as the Muslim Broth-
erhood, Hezbollah, ISIS, al-Qaeda, and Houthi militias, are accused of propagating terrorism
and extremist doctrines. Of particular emphasis is the critique directed towards the Muslim
Brotherhood, characterized as a terrorist entity masquerading under the guise of Islamic
representation, yet fundamentally undermining religious principles while perpetuating un-
rest. This narrative underscores the urgency of countering such ideological currents, espe-
cially in their recruitment strategies that exploit impressionable youth through deceptive
methods. A newly introduced Applications of Law textbook dedicates a lesson to counter-
terrorism laws, in which students are instructed to identify the crimes and punishments ac-
cording to case studies; they are also taught about the Islamic Military Counter Terrorism
Coalition, a military alliance between 41 Muslim countries initiated by Saudi Arabia.

That said, Saudi textbooks also criticize revolutionary and separatist non-religious move-
ments and trends, which promote atheism and promiscuity. For instance, the legitimacy of
the Arab Spring revolutions is still questioned by accusing terrorist organizations of “p/aying
a great part in inciting them.” The Ottomans are still portrayed as the prime enemies of the
first two Saudi states, delegitimized as “aggressors” (mu'tadl) who neglected their protec-
tion of Islam’s holy sites. Iran continues to be largely marginalized in its pivotal role within
the Middle Eastern context, notably evidenced by the depiction of the Persian Gulf as the
"Arab Gulf" in scholarly discourse. Furthermore, implicit criticism is discernible in texts doc-
umenting Saudi intervention vis-a-vis Iran and the Houthis during Yemen's civil conflict.
However, the claim that the assassination of the second caliph was a Persian conspiracy,
which appeared in a grade 5 Social Studies textbook, was removed from the 2023 edition.
Another removed example is a story from a Critical Thinking textbook which denounced

4 Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 64. (Previously — Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint

Track), 2021, p. 64.)



Western values through criticizing the judgment of an American flight instructor upon real-
izing that the plane was about to crash.

Peace and Tolerance

The curriculum improvement explored in this review demonstrates that the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia continues to adopt peace and tolerance standards in its textbooks.:s Saudi
efforts to reform the curriculum reveal a reasonably consistent step-by-step approach in
many school subjects, and one therefore hopes that the approach will be applied to the
handful of problematic content remaining in some textbooks. Alongside modifications to
textbooks, it may be beneficial to introduce additional content which supports international
standards. Given Saudi Arabia’s leading position in the Muslim world, the reform of Saudi
curricula sends a strong and encouraging message for curriculum improvement for other
Muslim-majority countries.

Methodology

This IMPACT-se report presents a detailed review of the textbooks for the current academic
year (2023-24), juxtaposing them to our analysis of the textbooks published in previous
years. Our sample comprises of 371 textbooks, covering publications from 2019 to 2024.
Applying a thorough examination to this wide scope of textbooks, which includes tracking
changes and trends across multiple academic years, allows for presenting an accurate and
comprehensive evaluation of the developments and progress made to the Saudi curriculum
over the past five years. The study focuses on subjects of the Humanities, namely Arabic
language, Islamic and Social Studies, Life and Family Skills, Critical Thinking, Geography,
History, and Literature. The contents of the textbooks are analyzed according to UNESCO-
based standards of peace and tolerance. Examples are organized thematically, with each
section detailing examples that have been removed, altered, remaining intact, and notewor-
thy content, in that order (excluding the Peace and Tolerance section, which begins with
the latter). Each example includes a reference, a short contextual analysis, and an image of
the lesson as it appears in the textbook, followed directly by a translation of the Arabic text.
The report also includes appendices of inflammatory content removed in previous years.

5 IMPACT-se, "Textbook Analysis Methodology".
https://www.impact-se.org/methodology-2/



https://www.impact-se.org/methodology-2/

Christians and Jews

Content Removed

Quranic Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2023-24, pp. 38, 60, 131; Quranic
Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 38, 57, 125. (Previously - Quranic
Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2021, pp. 38, 60, 131)

Removed:

The 2023 edition of the textbook removed multiple accusations against Christians and Jews
of intentionally distorting their scriptures. Previous editions of the textbook taught students
that Jews and Christians have distorted, “altered, changed, detracted, and added lies and
falsehood’ to the Bible and the Gospel. The 2022 textbook explained that one purpose of
the Quran is to argue with Jews and Christians by “affirming the distortion of their books,”
as it “challenges them with regards to what existed in their books before they distorted and
falsified them.” The new edition removed the references to the distortion of the scriptures,
and now uses moderate and contextualized language, teaching that the Qur'an debated with
a specific group of Jews and Christians in ancient Arabia, and called on them to join Islam.

2022

Quranic Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),

2022, pp. 38, 57,125
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Third: It is protected from distortion, detraction, or addition

Allah has guaranteed to preserve His book, as the Almighty
said: “It is certainly We Who have revealed the Reminder,
and it is certainly We Who will preserve it.” (Al-Hijr, 9), for
the Qur’an is the book that Allah has guaranteed to preserve
its wording and meaning among the revealed scriptures. The
Almighty said: “It cannot be proven false from any angle. It
is a revelation from the All-Wise, Praiseworthy.” (Fussilat,

2023-24

Quranic Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),
2023-24, pp. 38, 57,125
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Third: It is protected from distortion, detraction, or addition

Allah has guaranteed to preserve His book, as the Almighty
said: “It is certainly We Who have revealed the Reminder, and
it is certainly We Who will preserve it.” (Al-Hijr, 9), for the
Qur‘an is the book that Allah has guaranteed to preserve its
wording and meaning among the revealed scriptures. The Al-
mighty said: “It cannot be proven false from any angle. It is
a revelation from the All-Wise, Praiseworthy.” (Fussilat, 42).



42). Since it was revealed to this present day, the Book of
Allah has encountered those who oppose it, disbelieve in it,
and deny it. However, none of them was able to harm it by
detraction or addition. Rather, we received it preserved and
fresh just as it was sent down, and it has not been altered,
changed, or distorted. As for the previous books, Allah did
not commit to preserving them, rather He entrusted their
preservation to their people, but they altered, changed, de-
tracted, and added lies and falsehood. The Almighty said:
“Indeed, We revealed the Torah, containing guidance and
light, by which the prophets, who submitted themselves to
Allah, made judgments for Jews. So too did the rabbis and
scholars judge according to Allah’s Book, with which they
were entrusted and of which they were made keepers.” (Al-
Ma’idah, 44).

Characteristics of the Medinan Surahs:

2. Arguing with the People of the Book, who are the Jews
and Christians, affirming the distortion of their books, and
calling them to join Islam.

Benefits of the Qur’an’s Stories:

The Qur’an’s stories have many benefits, among the most
important of which are the following:

5. It confronts the People of the Book by arguing that they
concealed the evidence and guidance revealed therein, and
it challenges them with regards to what existed in their
books before they distorted and falsified them, as with the
Almighty’s saying: “All food was lawful for the children of Is-
rael, except what Israel made unlawful for himself before the
Torah was revealed. Say, ‘Bring the Torah and read it, if your
claims are true.” (Al Imran, 93).

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

Since it was revealed to this present day, the Book of Allah
has encountered those who oppose it, disbelieve in it, and
deny it. However, none of them was able to harm it by de-
traction or addition. Rather, we received it preserved and
fresh just as it was sent down, and it has not been altered,
changed, or distorted.

Characteristics of the Medinan Surahs:

2. A group of the People of the Book lived in Medina, and
some of the verses of the Medinan surahs were meant to de-
bate with them and to call them to join Islam, using argu-
ments, proofs, and evidence.

Benefits of the Qur’an’s Stories:

The Qur’an’s stories have many benefits, among the most im-
portant of which are the following:

5. Debating with the People of the Book, and discussing with
them using arguments, proofs, and evidence.

11




Qur’anic Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 90; Qur'anic Sciences,
Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 86. (Previously - Qur'anic Sciences, Grades
10-12 (Courses System), 2021, p. 90)

Removed:

In a lesson on the different types of Quranic argument against unbelievers, the textbook
gave an example of a verse, which according to the textbook’s authors “refutes the Jews’
lie” The verse criticizes the Jews for hiding a part of their scripture, and for claiming that
God has revealed nothing to any human being. By choosing a verse which criticizes the
Jews as an example, and by describing the verse as refuting “the Jews'’ lie,” (wording which
does not appear in the verse itself) the 2022 edition of the textbook may have fostered a
negative portrayal of Jews as a whole. The 2023 edition removed this example, replacing it
with a verse which does not criticize Jews or any other religious group.
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Examples of Argument and Dialogue in the Qur’an:

1. Obliging the addressee to ask himself questions about what he believes to be true, so he acknowledges what he is denying:
such as Allah’s saying in refuting the Jews’ lies: “And they have not shown Allah His proper reverence when they said, Allah has
revealed nothing to any human being.” Say, ‘Who then revealed the Book brought forth by Moses as a light and guidance for
people, which you split into separate sheets—revealing some and hiding much? You have been taught what neither you nor
your forefathers knew.” Say, Allah!” Then leave them to amuse themselves with falsehood.” (Al-An‘am, 91).




Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 34. (Previ-

ously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 32;
Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021, p. 50.

Removed:

The textbook no longer teaches that the Bible and the New Testament were falsified by the
Jews and the Christians, but rather focuses on the idea that they are revelatory scriptures.
The 2022 edition removed all references to the idea of “falsification” (¢ahrif), and taught that
these books are divine books a Muslim must believe in, but that they were nullified by the
Quran. The 2021 edition taught that the Bible and New Testament (with a greater emphasis
on the Bible) were sent down by Allah but were eventually “overtaken with corruptior”’ and
falsified by the Jews and Christians. In the 2023 edition, the sentence about the books
being nullified by the Quran was removed.

2021

Tawhid 2, Grades 10-12 (Humani-

ties), 2021, p. 50
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The Books of the People of the Book.

The People of the Book: They are the
Jews and the Christians.

The Torah and the Gospel: Books that
were sent down by Allah Almighty.

The Torah was sent down by Allah Al-
mighty to Musa [Moses], and the Gos-
pel was sent down by Allah Almighty to
Isa [Jesus].

The [Islamic] nation unanimously
agrees that these books were abro-
gated by the Shariah of Islam, and that
they were overtaken with corruption
and alteration by means of adding, re-
ducing, and forgetting.

This was explained in Ayahs from the
Book of Allah Almighty, several of
which are about the Torah, as the Al-
mighty says: “Do you [believers still] ex-
pect them to be true to you, though a
group of them would hear the word of
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2022

Islamic Studies — Tawhid (2), Grades 10-
12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 32
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The Books of the People of the Book.

The Torah and the Gospel: Books that were
sent down by Allah Almighty. The Torah was
sent down by Allah Almighty to Musa [Mo-
ses], and the Gospel was sent down by Allah
Almighty to Isa [Jesus].

The Muslims unanimously agree that these
books were abrogated by the Shariah of Is-
lam.

The scholars of Islam agree that it is obliga-
tory to believe in these books, as God Al-
mighty said: Say, [O believers], "We have be-
lieved in Allah and what has been revealed to
us and what has been revealed to Abraham
and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the De-
scendants and what was given to Moses and
Jesus and what was given to the prophets
from their Lord. We make no distinction be-
tween any of them, and we are Muslims [in
submission] to Him."

2023-24

Islamic Studies — Tawhid (2), Grades
10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p.
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The Books of the People of the Book.

The Torah and the Gospel: Books that
were sent down by Allah Almighty. The To-
rah was sent down by Allah Almighty to
Musa [Moses], and the Gospel was sent
down by Allah Almighty to Isa [Jesus].

The scholars of Islam agree that it is oblig-
atory to believe in these books, as God Al-
mighty said: Say, [O believers], "We have
believed in Allah and what has been re-
vealed to us and what has been revealed
to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Ja-
cob and the Descendants and what was
given to Moses and Jesus and what was
given to the prophets from their Lord. We
make no distinction between any of them,
and we are Muslims [in submission] to

n

Him.




Allah then knowingly corrupt it after
understanding it?” [Al-Baqarah: 75]

Activity: We will write the answer, so it
will be part of the lesson: Another
proof from the Noble Qur’an that ex-
plains the corruption of the Torah.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.




Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System - Year 3), 2023-24, pp. 62-
63. (Previously: /slamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 80;
Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, pp. 122-123; Tafsir [2],
Grades 10 - 12 [Humanities Track], 2020, pp. 122-123.)

Removed:

In 2023, the textbook removed an explanation to Qurianic verses, which generally charac-
terized Jews and Christians as “arrogant’ in denying true belief in Allah, with the exception

of some who choose the righteous path —implied to be that of Islam.
2022 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways
System -Year 3), 2023-24, pp. 62-63

Islamic Studies Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12
(Courses System), 2022, p. 80.
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“Yet they are not all alike: there are some among the People
of the Book who are upright, who recite Allah’s revelations
throughout the night, prostrating. They believe in Allah and

e S ST

“Yet they are not all alike: there are some among the
People of the Book who are upright, who recite Allah’s

revelations throughout the night, prostrating. They be-
lieve in Allah and the Last Day, encourage good and for-
bid evil, and race with one another in doing good. They
are among the righteous. They will never be denied the

the Last Day, encourage good and forbid evil, and race with
one another in doing good. They are among the righteous.
They will never be denied the reward for any good they have
done. And Allah has knowledge of those mindful.” (Al Imran,

reward for any good they have done. And Allah has
knowledge of those mindful.” (Al Imran, 113-115.)

113-115.)

Takeaways from the verses:

Takeaways from the verses: ] o o
1—Islam is the religion of justices...

1—Islam is the religion of justices... ) » ) )
2 — The virtue of reciting the Qur’an in the night prayer

2- Not all Jews and Christians are arrogant, there are
some who seek the truth and accept it when they be-
come aware of it.

3 —The virtue of reciting the Qur’an in the night prayer

*Red font indicates removed content.




Content Remaining

Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol 1-3, 2023-24, p. 71. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol
1,2022, p. 73)
Remaining:

A Grade 8 social studies textbook teaches that one of the reasons for the downfall of the
Ottomans is "the control of non-Muslims over the influential positions in the state." This im-
plies that non-Muslims in the Ottoman empire, likely referring mostly to Christians and Jews,
were not loyal to it, and possibly even tried to harm it from within.
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Following are some of the most important factors for the downfall of the Ottoman state:

1-Disregarding Islamic Shari'a, the control of non-Muslims over the influential positions in the state, and the spread of practices
not sanctioned by the Shari'a. |[...]




Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 135 (Previously - Soc/al Studies, Grade 7,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 137)

Remaining:

A Social Studies textbook implies that Jews are damned to Hell, in a passage about a sick
Jewish boy who was told to embrace Islam by the Prophet; when he did, the Prophet praised
Allah for saving the boy from Hellfire. Interestingly, this is taught as a part of a lesson about
treating neighbors well, as Muhammad's visit of the sick boy is given as an example of his
good treatment of his neighbors. It should be noted that the same tradition previously ap-
peared in other Saudi textbooks, and had been removed (see appendix).
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Treating Neighbors Well

One of the examples of [Muhammad's good] treatment of neighbors is as follows: A young Jewish slave used to serve the
Prophet and he became sick. So the Prophet went to visit him. He sat near his head and said: 'embrace Islam.' The servant
looked at his father, who was sitting there; his father told him: "obey Abul-Qasim [Muhammad]" and the boy embraced Islam.
The Prophet came out saying: 'Praise be to Allah who saved the boy from hellfire.'




Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 68-75. (Previously - So-
cial Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 127-137; Social Studies, Grades
10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 70-77; Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track),
2021, pp- 126-136)

Remaining:

In a high school textbook, an entire chapter devoted to World War Il fails to mention the
Holocaust.
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Lesson 14: World War Il 1939-1945 (p. 126 [2021], 127 [2022])
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[Left to right] - Stalin, Hitler, Mussolini, Lenin (p. 127 [2021], 128 [2022])
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[Left to right] - The German Attack on Russia,; Japanese Victories in the Pacific Ocean (p. 130 [2021]. 131 [2022])
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[Left to right] - The Meeting of King Abd al-Aziz and Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 1364 AH/1945 CE
The Meeting of King Abd al-’Aziz and US President Franklin Roosevelt in 1364 AH/1945 CE
(p. 130 [2021]. 131 [2022])




Life and Family Skills, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 40

Remaining:

A grade 7 Life and Family Skills textbook quotes a hadith describing Judaism, Christianity,
and Zoroastrianism as false, comparing believers of these religions to a “maimed” animal.
The hadith quoted describes Islam as the natural and innate religion, saying that every infant
is born as a Muslim, and then his parents make him Jewish, Chrisian or Zoroastrian, using
the analogy of animals born whole and not maimed. Choosing this hadith, which is not the
core subject of the lesson but only a means to teach about the family's responsibilities to-
wards children, seems to gratuitously promote hatred towards non-Muslims in an unrelated
context.
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Responsibilities of the Family:

The family is the first to receive the infant and embrace him, then he grows up and takes on values and principles, and grows
and develops physically, intellectually, and mentally so that he becomes a good and active member of society, as Abu Huraira
reported that Allah's Messenger said: "No child is born except in the innate [religion] and then his parents make him Jewish,
Christian or Magian [Zoroastrian], just as a beast is born whole. Do you find some among them (born) maimed?"




Infidels, Polytheists, and Shi'is

Content Removed

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 119 (Previously -
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 205)

Removed:

Students were taught not to resemble polytheists; Muslims cannot pray during sunrise and
sunset because this is when polytheists perform their religious rituals. This is supported by
a hadith that explains how, during sunrise, the sun rises “between the horns of the devil, and
the infidels prostrate themselves to it at that time.” The example was removed from the 2023
edition.
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The Logic Behind the Prohibition to Pray During Forbidden Hours:

ffcl

2. To avoid resembling the polytheists, who worship the sun at sunrise and sunset, for Muhammad said: “Observe the Morn-
ing Prayer, then stop praying when the sun is rising till it is fully up, for when it rises it comes up between the horns of the
devil, and the




10.

Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System - Year 3), 2023-24, pp. 80,
82. (Previously.: /slamic Studies — Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp.
92, 93; /slamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, pp. 140, 142; /s-
lamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2020, pp. 142, 144; /slamic
Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2019, pp. 150, 152).

Removed:

In a lesson on the Al ‘Imran Surah taken from a high school Islamic Studies textbook, it was
explained that polytheists carry fear in their hearts in this world, and in the afterlife their
abode will be in Hell. The 2023 edition still teaches the verses, but it removed the explana-
tion about polytheists.
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We will throw terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve, because they attribute to God partners for which He revealed no
sanction. Their lodging is the Fire. Miserable is the lodging of the evildoers".
9 - The idolaters' state in this world is having their hearts struck with fear, and in the Afterlife their [final] abode is Hell.




1.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 87. (Previously -
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 93; 7afsir, Grade 8,

Vol. 2, 2019, pp. 40-41.)

Removed

The 2023 edition of the textbook removed a section drawing on Quranic verses and their
interpretation to teach that unbelievers will be dragged to Hell on their faces, “humiliating
them and rewarding them for their choice to arrogantly refuse faith.” In 2022, a hadith added
for further explanation was also removed, but the rest of the content remains. In addition, in
2022 the term “infidels” was modified to “whoever does not believe in God and accepts the
truth.” In doing so, this removed the religious invective of punishable categories (infidels),
and the implication that non-Muslims (i.e., whoever does not accept the Quran or believe in
Allah) are doomed to Hell. This content had been initially removed in 2020 but then rein-
stated in 2021, along with the added hadith to illustrate the point.

2019

Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019, pp.

40-41
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“Those who will be dragged into
Hell on their faces” — They are
those who will be carried on their
faces to Hell; “will be in the worst
place” — the worst residence; “and
are farthest from the Way.” — they
are on the farthest path from the
truth.

The Ayah teaches us:

That on the Day of Resurrection,
the infidels will be carried on their
faces to Hell, humiliating them
and rewarding them for their
choice to arrogantly refuse faith.

2021

Tawhid , Tafsir ,Hadlith ,Figh ,Grade
8.,Vol .2,2021 p .93
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“Those who will be dragged into
Hell on their faces” — They are those
who will be carried on their faces to
Hell; “will be in the worst place” —
the worst residence; “and are far-
thest from the Way —".they are on
the farthest path from the truth.

Anas reported that a person asked :
“Oh Messenger of Allah ,how will
the infidels be gathered on their
faces on the Day of Resurrection?”
Thereupon he said“ :Is He Who is
powerful to make them walk on
their feet not powerful enough to
make them (crawl) upon their faces
on the Day of Resurrection?”

The Ayah teaches us:

That on the Day of Resurrection ,
the infidels will be carried on their
faces to Hell ,humiliating them and
rewarding them for their choice to
arrogantly refuse faith.

*Red font indicates added content.

*Yellow highlight indicates added content.

2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,

Hadlith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2,
2022, p. 87.
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“Those who will be dragged into
Hell on their faces” — They are
those who will be carried on their
faces to Hell; “will be in the worst
place” —the worst residence; “and
are farthest from the Way —".they
are on the farthest path from the
truth.

The Ayah teaches us:

That on the Day of Resurrection,
whoever does not believe in God
and accepts the Truth in this world
will be carried on their faces to
Hell ,humiliating them and reward-
ing them for their choice to arro-
gantly refuse faith.




12.

Islamic Studies, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 20; (Previously - /slamic Studies, Grade 1, Vol. 2,

2021, p. 12.)

Removed:

A first grade Islamic education textbook removed a statement saying that “any religion other
than Islam /s false”. The lesson, titled “the true religion,” still teaches that Islam is the true
religion, and calls students to “not desire a religion other than Islam”. The lesson then quotes
a Quranic verse teaching that non-Muslims will be “n Hell among the losers.” The lesson
now, therefore, still describes Islam as the only true religion, but puts less emphasis on the

falsehood of other religions.
2022

Islamic Studies, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 20
R
¢ %)
CHERSEEREK
€ L3 L3 5 A1 Y 3
1t el adn J,) J‘-‘“""

A% 558 8 G 11 8 0 250
oG 355918 5A5

Islam is the true religion
Any religion other than Islam is false
I shall not desire a religion other than Islam

The proof [for this] is the words of God Almighty: “and
whoever desires other than Islam as religion — never will
it be accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be
among the losers.”

*Red font indicates added content.

2023-24

Islamic Studies, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 20
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Islam is the true religion
I shall not desire a religion other than Islam

The proof [for this] is the words of God Almighty: “and who-
ever desires other than Islam as religion — never will it be
accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among
the losers.”




13.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 30. (Previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 30; /slamic Stud-
ies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 54.)

Removed:

A 2023 edition of the textbook removed a hadith stating that it is better to swear by God
and lie than to swear by other deities and tell the truth. In 2022, an example on swearing by
Allah was slightly improved by removing the title of the paragraph and the conclusion of the
hadith. Therefore, while problematic notions remain, they become vaguer. The 2021 edition
taught students that it is better to lie in swearing by Him, than to sincerely swear by other
deities, thus presenting polytheism as worse than lying.

2021 2022
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade Islamic Studlies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 54. Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 30.
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Abdullah ibn Masud said: “For | love more to lie in

The Sin of idolatry is Greater than the Sin of Lying swearing by Allah, than to truly swear by other than

Him.”
Abdullah ibn Masud said: “For | love more to lie in swearing

by Allah, than to truly swear by other than Him.” This
proves: the sin of idolatry is greater than the sin of lying.

*Red font indicates removed content.




14.

Tafsir (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 98. (Previously - 7afsir (1), Grades
10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, pp. 147-148.)

Removed:

In 2023, Quranic verses from Surah al-Ra‘d (25-28) stating that infidels will not receive Al-
lah’s mercy and will suffer for all eternity in what is assumed to be Hell are no longer taught.
The verses criticize infidels for being “prideful of this worldly life’ with its “fleeting enjoy-
ment’ instead of thinking about the afterlife, for which they will suffer in “the worst abode”.
In 2021, the verses were concluded with a statement that “wnbelief is the reason for being
expelled from divine mercy and for destruction in Hell’, therefore understanding the latter
as being “the worst abode”. This addition was removed in 2022. As such, Hell was no longer
explicitly mentioned. In light of this change, the conclusion which appeared in the omitted
sentence has become in 2022 an implicit message which students may be able to derive
from the Quranic text. The entire textbook was removed in 2023.

2021 2022

Islamic Studies - Tafsir (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint
Track), 2021, pp. 147-148.

Islamic Studies - Tafsir (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 98.
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And those who violate Allah’s covenant after it has been af-
firmed, break whatever [ties] Allah has ordered to be main-
tained, and spread corruption in the land - it is they who
will be condemned and will have the worst abode. Allah

And those who violate Allah’s covenant after it has been
affirmed, break whatever [ties] Allah has ordered to be
maintained, and spread corruption in the land - it is they
who will be condemned and will have the worst abode.
gives abundant or limited provisions to whoever He wills. Allah gives abundant or limited provisions to whoever He
And the disbelievers become prideful of [the pleasures of]

this worldly life. But the life of this world, compared to the

wills. And the disbelievers become prideful of [the pleas-
ures of] this worldly life. But the life of this world, com-

Hereafter, is nothing but a fleeting enjoyment. The disbe-
lievers say, “If only a sign could be sent down to him from
his Lord. Say, “[O Prophet] Indeed, Allah leaves to stray
whoever He wills, and guides to Himself whoever turns to
Him- those who believe and whose hearts find comfort in
the remembrance of Allah. Surely in the remembrance of
Allah do hearts find comfort.” [Ar-Ra’d, 25-28]

1- Disbelief is the cause for being thrown out of Allah’s
mercy and for eternal damnation in Hell

*Red font indicates removed content.

pared to the Hereafter, is nothing but a fleeting enjoy-
ment. The disbelievers say, “If only a sign could be sent
down to him from his Lord. Say, “[O Prophet] Indeed, Al-
lah leaves to stray whoever He wills, and guides to Him-
self whoever turns to Him- those who believe and whose
hearts find comfort in the remembrance of Allah. Surely
in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find comfort.” [Ar-
Ra'd, 25-28]



15.  Islamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 50. (Previously
- Islamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 50.; /slamic Stud-
ies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 98, /slamic Studies -Tafsir, Had-
ith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 44.)

Removed

In 2023, a statement teaching students that Muslims must not kill people except in cases
where the judicial authority allows it, as a part of an explanation of the Quranic Al-Furgan
Surah, was removed. This was already improved in 2021, as the 2020 edition taught that
leaving Islam and adultery are justifiable reasons for leaders to kill people.

2020
Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 44.
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2- They must not kill a protected soul except by right, such as if it leaves Islam, kills a forbidden soul with no right, or en-

gages in adulterous relations with a married person. This is for the leader, not individuals.

2021; 2022
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 98; /slamic Studjes -Tawhid, Tafsir,

AUl o b 1l

They must not kill a soul Allah has prohibited to kill except by right, meaning by Sharia law issued by the judicial authority.

2023-24
Islamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 50.
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They must not kill a soul Allah has prohibited to kill

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

* Red font indicates removed content.




16.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 65. (Previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 65; /s/lamic Stud-
les - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 132; Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 2,
2019, p. 130.)

Removed:

When summarizing verses from the Al-Shu’ara Surah, students were taught that infidels will
not benefit from signs and omens telling them to change their ways. Instead, they will 7earn
their lesson” through “severe punishment’ (instead of “calamities and danger’ in 2019).
Slight, inconsequential changes were made in 2022, but in 2023 the entire statement was
removed.

2019 2020 2021 2022
Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019, Re- Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Islamic Studies - Tawhid,
p. 130. moved Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8,
Vol. 2, 2021, p. 132. Vol. 3, 2022, p. 65
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When the signs and omens

will intensely appear, they The signs and omens will not

When the signs and omens will

will not help those who per- help those who persist in dis-

intensely appear, they will not

sist in disbelief and intransi- belief and intransigence, as

help those who persist in disbe-
gence, as they will only learn

their lesson through calami-

lief and intransigence, as they they will only learn their les-

will only learn their lesson son through severe punish-

ties and danger, while at through severe punishment ment by God Almighty, while
the same time faith will not while at the same time faith will at the same time faith will
help them. not help them. not help them.

*Red font indicates removed content

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.




17.

Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System - Year 3), 2023-24, p. 12.
(Previously: Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021, p. 60)

Removed:

A chapter about the Quranic al-Bagarah Surah stated that infidels insist on “wunbelief and
disbeliel”; therefore, Allah has denied faith from entering their hearts, and dictated that their

ultimate fate is torture in Hell.

While the passage was entirely removed in the 2022 edition of the textbook, it was rein-
stated in 2023, but with significant changes no longer rendering it problematic. The new
passage replaced the term “infidels” with the vaguer term “those who turn away from truth”.
The text also no longer teaches that their fate is torture in Hell, merely stating that God has

denied faith from entering their hearts.

2021

Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021, p. 60
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Then, the Exalted Allah mentions the different kinds of pious
and infidels, as Allah Almighty informs that the pious people
are those guided by Allah... and that the infidels do not make
use of the warnings and cautions, but instead they insist on dis-
belief. So, because of this, Allah put a mark on their hearts so
faith does not make its way into them. And that is why they are
doomed to the torments of Hell.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

2023-24

Islamic Studlies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways
System - Year 3), 2023-24, p. 12.
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Then, the Exalted Allah mentions the different kinds of people,
as Allah Almighty informs that the pious people are those
guided by Allah... and that those who turn away from the truth
do not make use of the warnings and cautions, but instead
they insist on disbelief. So, because of this, Allah put a mark on
their hearts so faith does not make its way into them.




18.

Islamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 75. (Previously
- Islamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 81; /slamic Stud-
ies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 87.)

Removed:

In 2023, a summary of verses from the Al-Furgan Surah no longer teaches that taking other
deities besides Allah is “the greatest injustice” The text further explains that these deities
do not have any power. The 2022 edition was slightly altered, with a description of polythe-
ism as “most severe falsehood’ being removed. The statement was removed in 2023.

2021 2022

Islamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Islamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8,
Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 87. Vol. 2, 2022, p. 81.
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The greatest injustice is taking other deities alongside Al-
The greatest injustice and most severe falsehood is tak- g 4 g . g )
. i . lah, as they do not create and do not give or take life.
ing other deities alongside Allah, as they do not create,

do not benefit nor cause harm, and do not give or take

life.

*Red font indicates removed content.




19.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 54. (Previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 54; /slamic Stud-
ies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 102; /slamic Studies - Tafsir,
Hadlith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 49; Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 64.)

Removed:

Students were taught in 2022 that those who deny Allah will receive an eternal punishment
that will destroy them in this world and in the afterlife (based on Surah al-Furgan: 77). In
2021, the textbook clarified again that this warning is targeted against infidels, after being
removed in 2020. In 2023, the entire reference to the verse was removed.

2019

Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019, p.
64

“Say, You would not matter to my
Lord were it not for your faith.” —
He will not pay attention to you or
take an interest in you if you do not
worship him, believe in him, and
call only to Him,; “But now you have
denied, so the torment is bound to
come.” You — meaning the infidels —
have denied, so your denial will be
the cause for a punishment that will
adhere to you, never leave you, and
destroy you in this world and the af-
terlife.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.

2020

Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadlith,

Tawhid, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2,
2020, p. 49.
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“Say, ‘You would not matter to my
Lord were it not for your faith. —
He will not pay attention to you or
take an interest in you if you do
not worship him, believe in him,
and call only to Him; “But now you
have denied, so the torment is
bound to come.” You have de-
nied, so your denial will be the
cause for a punishment that will
adhere to you, never leave you,
and destroy you in this world and
the afterlife.

2021; 2022

Islamic Studies—Tawhid,
Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8,
Vol. 2, 2021, p. 102.
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“Say, ‘You would not matter to my
Lord were it not for your faith.” —
He will not pay attention to you or
take an interest in you if you do not
worship him, believe in him, and
call only to Him; “But now you
have denied, so the torment is
bound to come.” You — meaning
the infidels — have denied, so your
denial will be the cause for a pun-
ishment that will adhere to you,
never leave you, and destroy you in
this world and the afterlife.




20.

Content Altered

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System) — 2nd year, 2023-24, p. 19
(previously - Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System) — 2nd year,

2022-23, p. 19)
Altered:

In a lesson about belief in Allah, it is explained that all people are born monotheists, and
some are deviated from this belief by demons. To better understand the Arabic terminology,
in 2023 a footnote was added stating that these demons “prohibited them what God [Allah}
had permitted them,”and commanded them to “associate with God what He had not sent
down any authority for” The first part may possibly refer to Jews, who are accused in Islam
of prohibiting things that Allah had permitted. The second part seems to allude to the Chris-

tians, who associate Jesus with God.

2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System) — 2nd year, 2022-23, p. 19
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[...] In the Qudsi hadith God Almighty declared: “I created all
my believers as hanifs (proto-monotheists), but demons
came upon them and forced them away from their religion”

[..]

* Green font indicates altered content.

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System) — 2nd year, 2023-24, p. 19
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(2865) Lwis 21 (3)

[...] In the Qudsi hadith God Almighty declared: “I created all
my believers as hanifs (proto-monotheists), but demons
came upon them and forced them(2) away from their reli-
gion”[...]

(2) Forced them away: that is, turned them away and led
them away from their religion to falsehoods, and prohibited
them what God had permitted them, and commanded them
to associate with God what He had not sent down any au-
thority for.




21.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 70. (Previously

- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 68; /s/lamic Stud-
ies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 84; Tafsir, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019,
p. 26.)

Altered:

In 2023, a statement declaring that polytheists are “deviating from the truth’ in assuming
that entities other than Allah can serve to protect them has been slightly moderated: the
2022 edition referred to the category of ‘polytheists’ as being led astray from the truth,
thereby implying that all groups that may be labelled as polytheists are in reality deviants
and are led astray. However, in 2023 polytheism is discussed as a “severe” notion that entails
“turning away from the truth”, which does not single out any specific group that may exist,
instead addressing a theoretical disposition. This change in effect shifts criticism from
groups or individuals to ideas and concepts, which people have the capacity or agency to
associate with or dissociate from. The idols’ failure to protect the polytheists is compared
to a spiderweb’s failure to protect the spider. This example was reintroduced in 2021 after it
had been previously removed.

2022 2023-24
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh, Grade
Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 68 7,Vol. 2,2023-24, p. 70.
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Explaining the idolaters’ deviation from the truth, as they

have taken protectors other than Allah. They do not repel Explaining the severity of idolatry, which is turning away from
anything from them, just as the spider’s web does not repel the truth, and that taking protectors other than Allah is like a
anything from it — warmth or coldness or anything else. spider’s web, since its web does not protect it from heat or cold,

like the protectors other than Allah do not bring their followers
any benefit or protect them from any harm.

* Yellow highlight indicates altered content.




22.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2) - Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 57-58, 63
(Previously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid (2) - Grade 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 55-
56, 61; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (2) - Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 55-56,
61; Tawhid (2), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, pp. 100-101, 109.)

Altered:

In 2023, references to the disgracing of infidels that would occur on the Day of Resurrection
was removed in a chapter teaching about the event. Instead of describing the infidels’ fate
using Qurianic verses which state that they will be gathered “on their faces, blind, dumb and
deaf”with the “blazing fire increasing”for them, a less gruesome and more neutral descrip-
tion is given in respect of “those who deny God and His Messengers”. The mitigation of
violent descriptions notwithstanding, the decision to replace “infidels” with “those who deny
God and His Messengers” may potentially refer to those who deny Muhammad, i.e., Jews,
Christians, Zoroastrians, Buddhists and other religious groups. Furthermore, in the 2023 edi-
tion a statement explaining that good deeds are not taken into account when ascertaining
the character of infidels, because they have none, was removed.

In the 2022 edition, the first reference of the section to “/nfidel’ was replaced with “wrong-
doer’, thus attempting to tone down the invective. More descriptions about the suffering
and humiliation of the infidels were removed, such as the infidels ‘desire that “God will de-
stroy them and turn them into dust” due to the harshness of their humiliation, as well as an
activity for students to “describe some of the situations of the infidels on the Day of Resur-
rection”.

2021 2022 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2),
Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track),
2021, pp. 100-101, 109

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2) -
Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
2022, p. 55-56, 61

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2) -
Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
2022, p. 57-58, 63
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On the Day of Resurrection, a person will
either be a doomed wrongdoer, a believer
who will be saved, or a believer who lacks
a little bit of faith and has committed

On the Day of Resurrection, a person
will either be a doomed infidel, a be-
liever who will be saved, or a believer
who lacks a little bit of faith and has
committed good deeds and bad

On the Day of Resurrection, a person will
either be a doomed wrongdoer, a be-
liever who will be saved, or a believer
who lacks a little bit of faith and has
committed good deeds and bad deeds. It
will be Almighty Allah’s will whether to
punish or spare him [...]

good deeds and bad deeds. It will be Al-
mighty Allah’s will whether to punish or
spare him [...]

2. As for those who deny God the Exalted
and His Messengers, God said about
them: “So leave them to converse vainly
and amuse themselves until they meet
their Day which they are promised - The




deeds. It will be Almighty Allah’s will
whether to punish or spare him.

The Almighty Allah mentioned several
situations the infidels and wrongdoers
will encounter on that day, as the Al-
mighty said:

“Then on the Day of Resurrection He
will disgrace them and say, “Where
are my partners for whom you used to
oppose [the believers]?” Those who
were given knowledge will say, “In-
deed disgrace, this Day, and evil are
upon the disbelievers” (An-Nahl [Al-
Nahl: 27)

[...Al-Anbiya’: 97]

And on that day, the faces of the
wrongdoers will gaze, not seeing right
nor left, and will be so terrified that
their hearts will be empty, unable to
understand anything [citing Ibrahim:
42-43]

And the infidels will be gathered in the
most gruesome manner “[...] on their
faces blind, dumb and deaf, their ref-
uge is Hell; every time it subsides we
increase them in blazing fire” [Al-Isra':
97].

They will suffer humiliation and sub-
mission [citing Al-Sajda: 12].

Moreover, God will humiliate them be-
fore the best of creation [...] and the
infidels will wish on that day that God
will destroy them and turn them into
dust [...]

Activity: Describe some of the situa-
tions of the infidels on the Day of Res-
urrection:

As to the infidels, their judgment
doesn’t take into account one’s good
deeds and bad deeds, because they
don’t have good deeds at all. The Al-
mighty said: “And we will regard what
they have done of deeds and make
them as dust dispersed.” [Al-Furqan:
23]

* Red font indicates added content.

2. The Almighty Allah mentioned several
situations the infidels and sinners will
encounter on that day, as the Almighty
said:

[Citing Al-Anbiya’: 97]

And on that day, the faces of the wrong-
doers will gaze, not seeing right nor left,
and will be so terrified that their hearts
will be empty, unable to understand any-
thing [citing Ibrahim: 42-43]

And the infidels will be gathered in the
most gruesome manner “[...] on their
faces blind, dumb and deaf, their refuge
is Hell; every time it subsides we increase
them in blazing fire” [Al-Isra': 97].

As to the infidels, their judgment doesn’t
take into account one’s good deeds and
bad deeds, because they don’t have
good deeds at all. The Almighty said:
“And we will regard what they have
done of deeds and make them as dust
dispersed.” [Al-Furgan: 23]

*Green font indicates added content

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

Day they will emerge from the graves
rapidly as if they were, toward an erected
idol, hastening”. [Al-Ma'arij: 42-43]




23.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 76. (Previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 74, Islamic Stud-
ies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 92; Tafsir, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019,
p.44.)

Altered:

In 2023, polytheists (“idolators”) are no longer presented as hypocritical and as performers
of “/ll deeds,” criticized for believing in Allah in “times of distress” while associating with Him
“In times of prosperity.” These descriptions, which appeared in the 2022 edition and referred
to “idolators”, in the 2023 edition refer to “those who turn away from Allah”. Furthermore, the
belief that Allah is the only true God, as opposed to associating Him with other deities was
changed to merely acknowledging him as God in times of distress and ignoring him in times
of prosperity.

2022 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh, Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023-
Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 74 24, p. 76.
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3. The deviation of the idolaters and their ill deeds, as

o = o The deviation of those who turn away from Allah and their
they only profess belief in the exclusivity of Allah in times

) : ) T ill deeds, as they only acknowledge Allah in times of distress
of distress and then associate with Him in times of pros- ) o )
. and then ignore Him in times of prosperity.
perity.

* Yellow highlight indicates altered content.




24.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 71 (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 69; /s-
lamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 69. Tawhid (2),

Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021, p. 120.)

Altered:

In 2022, students learned that hell is a place of “u/timate disgracée’ that was specifically built
and reserved as a place for the infidels who deny Allah, His laws, and His messengers, thus
implying Jews and Christians. In 2023, the point of denying the messengers of Allah and
following His laws was removed, and thus Jews and Christians are no longer alluded to in
the example. Furthermore, references to Hell as the abode of “infidels”, and indeed any men-

tion of infidels, was also removed.

2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 69; /s/lamic Studies - Tawhid (2),
Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 69
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Hellfire:

Hellfire is the home that Allah prepared for the infidels who deny
His messengers and arrogantly refuse to worship Him and follow
His law. It is the worst place of all, the ultimate disgrace, and the
worst destination.

The Almighty said: “Do they not know that whoever opposes Al-
lah and His Messenger will be in the Fire of Hell forever? That is
the ultimate disgrace.” [Al-Tawbah: 63]

The Exalted said: “It is certainly an evil place to settle and re-
side.” [Al-Furgan: 66]

Every Muslim must believe in the existence of Hellfire...

The Almighty said: “And fear the Fire, which has been prepared
for the disbelievers.” [Al Imran, 131]

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12
(Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 71

Ay
-

Hellfire:

Hellfire is the home that Allah prepared for those who
deny Him and arrogantly refuse to worship Him. It is the
worst place of all, the ultimate disgrace, and the worst
destination.

The Exalted said: “It is certainly an evil place to settle and
reside.” [Al-Furgan: 66]

Every Muslim must believe in the existence of Hellfire...




25.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 37. (Previously
- Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 35-36; /slamic
Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 65.)

Altered:

Students are no longer taught that those who perform the popular Muslim tradition of visit-
ing tombs of sacred figures (ziyarah) are “of evil nature,” (shirar al-khulg) and that they were
cursed by Muhammad. A unit condemning this practice was significantly shortened, remov-
ing passages describing those who perform it as “of evil nature”, and saying that those who
“treat tombs as mosques” were cursed by Muhammad. A major shi'i tenet is the visitation
(ziyvarah) of the graves of the imams. Notably, the 13th century scholar Ibn Taymiyya, one of
the foremost formulators of the Hanbali legal school which is prominent in Saudi Arabia,
strictly forbade the practice of ziyarah. Visitation of tombs can also be considered a Sufi
tenet. These references were removed in 2022, but the textbook nonetheless labelled the
practice as both heterodox and idolatrous, thereby implying that those who practice it are
doomed to Hell, as polytheists are taught elsewhere in the textbook to be punished in Hell.
In 2023, labelling the practice as idolatrous or heterodox was removed, but the textbook still
references the unlawful innovations (b/ida) pertaining to it that appeared already in 2022
(with insignificant alterations). The list of unlawful innovations still refers to acts that may be
associated with Shi'i or Sufi groups, such as “designating specific days or times to Vvisit the
tombs,” or “travelling to visit the tombs of prophets and saints”.

2021

JIslamic Studies—Tawhid
,Grade 7 ,Figh ,Hadith , Tafsir
65-66. .p ,2021,2 .Vol
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Lesson Four: Tomb Visitation and
Treating Tombs as Mosques (2)

Why those who treat tombs as
mosques were evil-natured in
the eyes of God Almighty?

The Curse on Those Who Treat
Tombs as Mosques:

2. The hadith of Ibn Abbas who
said: The Messenger of God
cursed women who visited
graves, people who treat tombs

2022

, Tafsir ,Islamic Studies—Tawhid
,3 .Vol ,Grade 7 ,Figh ,Hadith
35-36. .p ,2022
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Lesson Seven: Tomb visitation and
Treating Tombs as Mosques:

294801 5,13 pladi 33

ALl 2y 5f 3903013505

Kinds of Tomb Visitation:

1. Legal visitation: the visitation

aimed at heeding the warnings of
and remembering the Afterlife, or
visiting the dead to pray for them.

2. Forbidden visitation: such as
tomb visitations by women

3. Heterodox visitation: such as
tomb visitations to supplicate God
Almighty, claiming that they are

2023-24

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir,

Hadiith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2022, p.

37

23EN AT gl e '

234135130 58

bl parais @ '
Camdlaally sLei¥l 5933,05 it @
g 1 i.;, LW ol eleadl o (S0 4 Lasie 330all jpall 1ad @ )

e LK 5l agle 33390 png oF . iempumn 51 iy 359 5l e i @

— -

Extra information:
Some Innovations related to Tombs:

1. Designating specific days or times to
visit the tombs

2. Travelling to visit the tombs of proph-
ets and saints.

3. Approaching the tombs to pray or
perform the dhikr (repetitive invocation
of God’s name) or supplicate with the
expectation that it will be answered,
falsely believing that Allah answers the
supplications made at the tombs of
prophets and saints.



as mosques, and those who light
lamps there.
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Kinds of Tomb Visitation:

1. Legal visitation: the visitation
aimed at heeding the warnings
of and remembering the After-
life, or visiting the dead to pray
for them.

2. Forbidden visitation: such as
tomb visitations by women

3. Heterodox visitation: such as
tomb visitations to supplicate
God Almighty, claiming that they
are superior [locations] for sup-
plications, or to supplicate God
by virtue of the dead.

4. Idolatrous visitation: such as
visitations to graves to suppli-
cate the dead instead of God,
and appeal for their aid, or to
circumambulate the tombs in
reverence, etc.

*Red font indicates removed content.

superior [locations] for supplica-
tions, or to supplicate God by vir-
tue of the dead.

4. Idolatrous visitation: such as vis-
itations to graves to supplicate the
dead instead of God, and appeal
for their aid, or to circumambulate
the tombs in reverence, etc.
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Extra information:
Innovations of Tomb Visitations:

1. Designating specific days or
times to visit the tombs

2. Approaching the tombs to sup-
plicate with the expectation that it
will be answered, falsely believing
that Allah answers the supplica-
tions made at the tombs of proph-
ets and saints.

3. Travelling to visit the tombs of
prophets and saints.

4. Approaching the tombs to pray
or perform the dhikr (repetitive in-
vocation of God’s name)

5. Erecting mosques on top of the
tombs

6. Digging tombs inside mosques.

7. Constructing over the tomb and
adorning it

8. Laying flowers over the tombs

9. Adding plaster formations to the
tomb

10. Inscribing on the tombs

11. Kissing and rubbing the tombs,
and seeking blessings through
their soil.

4. Kissing and rubbing the tombs, and

seeking blessings through their soil.
5. Digging tombs inside mosques.

6. Constructing over the tomb and

adorning it, adding plaster formations
to them, laying flowers over the tombs,

or Inscribing on the tombs.




Islamic Studies—Quran and Tafsir, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 163-
164. (Previously - 7afsir (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 134; Tafsir (1),
Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 210.)

Altered:

A hadith teaching that adultery and apostasy are justified reasons for killing a person was
removed in 2022, but reintroduced in 2023. The textbook still teaches that killing a person
is allowed under certain circumstances, but that this should only be determined by a legal
ruling of the justice system. It should also be noted that the new 2023 textbook edition
reinstated a reference forbidding to “attack an inviolable soul” which was removed in 2022
(although it described the killing of such a soul), and was replaced with “killing a Muslim.”
Students are now also taught that Islam is religion of “justice and righteousness” that takes
revenge on the oppressor for the oppressed, as students are instructed to contemplate the
type of society which would exist there if anyone took the law into their own hands and
exacted revenge.

2021 2022 2023-24

Tafsir (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 134.

Islamic Studies—Quran and Tafsir,
Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),
2023-24, pp. 163-164.

Tafsir (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint
Track), 2021, p. 210.
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4- Killing a Muslim is forbidden, ex-

4- Killing an inviolable soul is forbid- cept with [legal] right, which is de-

den, except with [legal] right, which
is explained in the Sunnah through
three cases, as mentioned in the
Hadith: “The blood of a Muslim,
who testifies that there is no God
but Allah and that Muhammad is Al-
lah’s Messenger, may not lawfully be
shed but for one of three reasons: a
life for a life; a married man who
commits adultery; and one who
leaves his religion and abandons the
community.”

5- The ruler of the Muslims and his
vicegerent are the ones who issue
and execute legal rulings. Individuals
are not allowed to execute these rul-
ings.

termined by a legal ruling of the ju-
dicial body assigned by the ruler, the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
King of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
- may God protect him.

5- Issuing legal rulings is the respon-
sibility of the ruler and his vicege-
rent. Individuals are not allowed to
execute these rulings.

3- It is forbidden to attack an inviola-
ble soul and glorify its sanctity with
Allah, for Allah did not warn from a
sin without association the way He
warned against killing without [le-
gal] right. The Almighty said: “And
whoever kills a believer intentionally,
their reward will be Hell—where
they will stay indefinitely. Allah will
be displeased with them, condemn
them, and will prepare for them a
tremendous punishment.” [An-Nisa:
93.] The Prophet said: “The blood of
a Muslim, who testifies that there is
no God but Allah and that Muham-
mad is Allah’s Messenger, may not
lawfully be shed but for one of three
reasons: a life for a life; a married
man who commits adultery; and one
who leaves his religion and aban-
dons the community.” Narrated by
Al-Bukhari 6878 and Muslim 1676.
The inviolable blood includes the



blood of the Dhimmi, the Mu’ahid,
and those from among the non-
Muslims who were under protection
[by the Muslims.]

4- Islam is a religion of justice and
righteousness, taking revenge on the
oppressor for the oppressed and tak-
ing the weak person’s rights from
the strong. However, the specialized
judicial authorities in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia are the ones who issue
and execute legal rulings. Individuals
are not allowed to execute these rul-
ings. Imagine, dear student, if Islam
allowed every person to pass judge-
ment by himself and take his rights
in his own hands and take revenge
on whomever he wants. What will
be the state of society?

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.
*Red font indicates removed content.

*Greed font indicates added content.




27.

Islamic Studies - Hadlith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 63-64

(Previously - /slamic Studies - Hadith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, pp.
64-65; /slamic Studies - Hadith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 64-65;
Hadlith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, pp. 96-98.)

Altered

Students are taught a hadith about “the seven destructive things,” which include polytheism
and sorcery. Both are considered to be great sins, and Muslims are ordered not to follow in
the footsteps of infidels and polytheists and to avoid these practices at all costs. In the 2022
edition, students were not only taught to beware of sorcerers, but also to report sorcerers
to the authorities, to expose them to the public. In the 2023 edition, however, this latest
addition was removed. Furthermore, the 2022 accusations against sorcerers of “corrupting
the land and unjustly consuming wealth” were modified to more general warnings of causing
“religious, health, social, and moral damages”.

2021

Hadith (7), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint
Track), 2021, pp. 96-98.

@

Abu Hurairah reported that the
Prophet said: “Avoid the seven de-
structive things.” He asked: “What
are they, O Messenger of Allah?”
He replied: “Associating anything
with Allah; practicing sorcery, Kill-
ing someone whom Allah has for-
bidden without a just cause, con-
suming of usury, devouring the
property of an orphan, fleeing
from the battlefield, and slander-
ing chaste women who are believ-
ers, but unwary.”

4.idolatry is: passing on a matter
of worship to anything other than
Allah Almighty. This is the great-
est and most severe of sins, and it
is the only sin that Allah Almighty
does not forgive. When the
Prophet was asked: “What is the
biggest sin in the sight of Allah?”
He replied: “To set up rivals unto
Allah, though He alone created
you.” Therefore, every Muslim

2022 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Hadith (1),
Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System),
2022, pp. 64-65; /slamic Studies -

Hadlith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Path- —_—
ways System), 2022, pp. 64-65 [_-f;fl'”wu‘w’“ =

Islamic Studies - Hadith (1),
Grades 10 - 12 (Pathways Sys-
tem), 2023-24, pp. 63-64
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Abu Hurairah reported that the
Prophet said: “Avoid the seven de-
structive things.” He asked: “What
are they, O Messenger of Allah?” He
replied: “Associating anything with
Allah; practicing sorcery, killing
someone whom Allah has forbidden
without a just cause, consuming of
usury, devouring the property of an
orphan, fleeing from the battlefield,
and slandering chaste women who
are believers, but unwary.”

3.idolatry is: passing on a matter of
worship to anything other than Allah
Almighty. This is the greatest and
most severe of sins, and it is the only
sin that Allah Almighty does not for-
give. When the Prophet was asked:
“What is the biggest sin in the sight
of Allah?” He replied: “To set up ri-
vals unto Allah, though He alone cre-
ated you.” Therefore, every Muslim
must avoid greater or lesser idolatry,

Abu Hurairah reported that the
Prophet said: “Avoid the seven de-
structive things.” He asked: “What
are they, O Messenger of Allah?”
He replied: “Associating anything
with Allah; practicing sorcery, Kill-
ing someone whom Allah has for-
bidden without a just cause, con-
suming of usury, devouring the
property of an orphan, fleeing from
the battlefield, and slandering
chaste women who are believers,
but unwary.”

3.idolatry is: passing on a matter of
worship to anything other than Al-
lah Almighty. This is the greatest
and most severe of sins, and it is
the only sin that Allah Almighty
does not forgive. When the Prophet
was asked: “What is the biggest sin
in the sight of Allah?” He replied:
“To set up rivals unto Allah, though
He alone created you.” Therefore,
every Muslim must avoid greater or




must avoid greater or lesser idola-
try, beware of falling in it, warn
against it, and avoid all causes
that result in it.

6. Sorcery is among the most
grievous of the Great Sins, as it
happens with the sorcerer’s sub-
mission to demons, who do not
aid him for his sorcery until he dis-
believes Allah Almighty. It entails
attaching to anything other than
Allah Almighty, causing harm to
people, corrupting the land, and
unjustly consuming wealth.
Therefore, the Muslim must be-
ware of sorcery in all its forms,
and he must warn [others] of sor-
cerers, and of joining them or co-
operating with them in any way.

*Red font indicates removed content.

beware of falling in it, warn against
it.

4. Sorcery is among the most griev-
ous of the Great Sins, as it happens
with the sorcerer’s submission to de-
mons, who do not aid him for his
sorcery until he disbelieves Allah Al-
mighty. It entails attaching to any-
thing other than Allah Almighty,
causing harm to people, corrupting
the land, and unjustly consuming
wealth. Therefore, the Muslim must
beware of sorcery in all its forms,
and we warn [others] of sorcerers,
and of joining them or cooperating
with them in any way. He also has to
report them to the official authori-
ties, so that they will uncover them
to all people.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

lesser idolatry, beware of falling in
it, warn against it.

4. Sorcery is among the most griev-
ous of the Great Sins, as it happens
with the sorcerer’s submission to
demons, who do not aid him for his
sorcery until he disbelieves Allah Al-
mighty. It entails attaching to any-
thing other than Allah Almighty, as
well as religious, health, social, and
moral damages. Therefore, the
Muslim must beware of sorcery in
all its forms, and we warn [others]
of sorcerers, and of joining them or
cooperating with them.




Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 34 (previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 34, /slamic Stud-
ies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 61)

Altered:

In 2023, extreme beliefs (ghuluww, often understood as “heterodoxy”) known to be
adopted by some Shi'a and Sufis are no longer labeled as “idolatry” (which is condemned
elsewhere in the textbooks as punishable by Hellfire) but as beliefs that may cause idola-
try. In 2022, the chapter on holding extreme beliefs concerning the family of the Prophet
(Al al-bayt) contained a section delineating examples of several beliefs that are labelled as
signs of idolatry (shirk). Notably, a/ al-baytis a term commonly used by Shi'is to refer to
themselves and the imams (‘Ali ibn Abi Talib and his 11 descendants). The examples in-
clude praying tp a/ a/-baytfor salvation instead of God, claiming that they hold powers and
knowledge usually reserved for God or the prophets. Although the previous pages explain
that the term a/ a/-bayt refers to all members of the family of the Prophet (such as his
wives and other prominent figures), the popular practices and beliefs explained in this sec-
tion and the subsequent page (on the visitation of tombs of saints) indicate a strong rela-
tion to Shilism and Sufism. In 2023, the different labels of idolatry were removed, as well as
the statement that “some people have held extreme views about them”, thus making the
discussion more theoretical than that of actual references to groups within Islam.

2022 2023-24
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
7,Vol. 3,2022, p. 34 Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 34
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Holding extreme views on Al al-bayt
Holding extreme views on Al al-bayt
Holding extreme views on Al al-bayt (household) of the

prophet, such as elevating them above their proper degree in ~ 10lding extreme views on Al al-bayt (household) of the

which God had designated them, is among the causes of idol- prophet, such as elevating them above their proper degree

atry. Some people have held extreme views about them, and in which God had designated them, is among the causes of
they became [essentially] idolaters. Some examples [of these idolatry. Some examples [of these beliefs] include:
beliefs] include: 1. Supplicating them instead of God, and seeking in them

1.  Supplicating them instead of God, and seeking in them refuge against hardships

refuge against hardships. This is idolatry in respect of divinity. 2. Claiming that they have the ability to influence and

2. Claiming that they have the ability to influence and man- ~ Manage creation

age creation. This is idolatry in respect of lordship. Claiming that they know the Unseen [knowledge reserved

Claiming that they know the Unseen [knowledge reserved ex- explicitly for God] or that they know the future until the Day

plicitly for God] or that they know the future until the Day of of Resurrection
Resurrection. This is idolatry in respect of the divine names
and attributes.

*Red font indicates removed content.




Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 72 (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 70); /s-
lamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 45-47 (Pre-
viously - /s/lamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 43-
45); Islamic Studies—Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 17 (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies—Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 19); /s-
lamic Studies—Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 140 (Previously -
Islamic Studies—Figh (3), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 85); /slamic Stud-
ies—Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 99 (Previously - /slamic
Studies—Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 106)

Altered:

In multiple Islamic education textbooks, the word “infidel” (kafir), which carries strong neg-
ative connotations, was removed or replaced with other more neutral terms such as “non-
Muslims” or “deniers”. This change was made both in examples that portray non-Muslims

in a negative manner and in neutral or positive examples, such as passages encouraging

respect for non-Muslim neighbors, etc.

2022

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System), 2022, p. 70

a W . 8 & .y 1 I 1
WAL = S AU Clde Ll s L Ol o5 La 2y

Q1: What is the ruling regarding belief in Hell and that it is a
punishment for the infidels? Provide evidence.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System), 2022, pp. 43-45

Interrogation and Torment of the Grave:

When the deceased is put in his grave, he is tested, as two an-
gels come and ask him: "Who is your Lord? What is your reli-
gion? And who is the man who was sent [as a prophet] to
your people?" ... The infidel says: "Huh, huh, | don't know".

e h | gl ok s

[The Prophet Muhammad] said about the infidel: “Then his
soul returns to his body, ... Then a voice calls from the sky: “..
open for him a door to Hellfire,”...

2023-24

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System), 2023-24, p. 72
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Q1: What is the ruling regarding belief in Hell? Provide evi-
dence.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System), 2023-24, pp. 45-47
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Interrogation and Torment of the Grave:

When the deceased is put in his grave, he is tested, as two

angels come and ask him: "Who is your Lord? What is your
religion? And who is the man who was sent [as a prophet]

to your people?" ... He who denies God and His messenger
says: "Huh, huh, | don't know".

[The Prophet Muhammad] said about the denier: “Then his
soul returns to his body, ... Then a voice calls from the sky:
“.. open for him a door to Hellfire,”..
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Bliss of the Grave and Torment of the Grave:

There is much evidence proving the Torment of the Grave and
the Bliss of the Grave, such as the hadith of Anas ibn Malik,
who reported that the Prophet said.: ... [the believer is told:]
God replaced your place in Hell with a pace in Heaven...

As for the infidel or hypocrite, he says: | do not know, | used to
say what the people say, ... Then he is struck with an iron
hammer between his ears and shouts a cry that everyone next
to him can hear...

Islamic Studies—Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways
System), 2022, p. 19
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Mark M next to the correct option:

It is forbidden to be kind to one's parents if they are infidels
(correct as the verses indicate/ correct but not indicated by
the verses/ false)

Islamic Studies—Figh (3), Grades 10-12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 85
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Conditions of accepting a testimony:

There are a few conditions to accept a testimony of a witness,
including:

1- He has to be Muslim, as it is not permissible that an infidel
testifies about a Muslim, as the Almighty said: "And bring to
witness two witnesses from among your men...". An infidel is
not from among our men, and he is not among those ap-
proved for testimony. Exceptions for this are a testimony of an
infidel about a testament during a journey, if there are no
Muslim witnesses.
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Bliss of the Grave and Torment of the Grave:

There is much evidence proving the Torment of the Grave
and the Bliss of the Grave, such as the hadith of Anas ibn
Malik, who reported that the Prophet said.: ... [the believer
is told:] God replaced your place in Hell with a pace in
Heaven...

Islamic Studies—Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System), 2023-24, p. 17
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Mark M next to the correct option:

It is forbidden to be kind to one's parents if they are non-
Muslims (correct as the verses indicate/ correct but not in-
dicated by the verses/ false)

Islamic Studies—Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System), 2023-24, p. 140
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Conditions of accepting a testimony:
There are a few conditions to accept a testimony of a wit-
ness, including:
1- He has to be Muslim, as the Almighty said: "And bring to

witness two witnesses from among your men...".

Exceptions for this are a testimony of a non-Muslim about a
testament during a journey, if there are no Muslim wit-
nesses.




Islamic Studies—Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 106
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The Almighty said: “Worship Allah and associate nothing with
Him, and to parents do good, and to relatives, orphans, the
needy, the near neighbor, the neighbor farther away...”

Meanings of words:

The neighbor farther away: neighbors who are not relatives,
whether they are Muslims or infidels.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Red font indicates removed content.

Islamic Studies—Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System), 2023-24, p. 99
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The Almighty said: “Worship Allah and associate nothing
with Him, and to parents do good, and to relatives, or-
phans, the needy, the near neighbor, the neighbor farther
away...”

Meanings of words:

The neighbor farther away: neighbors who are not rela-
tives, whether they are Muslims or non-Muslims.




30.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, pp. 41-43 (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022, pp. 44-46).

Altered:

In 2023, a lesson on atheism no longer teaches students that it is more common among
non-Muslims because of their “pride and arrogance,” as was taught in 2022. The explanation

that atheism may have occurred only in Muslim “souls that the devil has taken over’ was

also removed. However, students still learn that both communication with atheists and psy-

chological disorders may lead to atheism: atheism is presented as dangerous to society

because it destroys families and leads to “moral corruption, and the abundance of crime in

society.”

2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade
9, Vol. 2, 2022, pp. 44-46.
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[...] It [atheism] is common among non-Muslims for many rea-
sons, among the biggest of which are pride and arrogance, as
the Almighty said: “And, although their hearts were convinced
the signs were true, they still denied them wrongfully and arro-
gantly.” (Al-Naml, 14.) And the Almighty said: “it is Allah’s signs
that the wrongdoers deny” (Al-An‘am, 33.)

The more people distance themselves from the revelation that
Allah has sent down to His messengers, the more atheism
spreads. That is why it is very common in the lands of non-
Muslims, as it has establishments that support and aid it.

This rarely appears among Muslims, in an individual and ab-
normal capacity, in souls that the devil has taken over by
spreading whispers and false doubts and by deviating from the
guidance of the Qur’an and the Sunnah in dealing with these
delusions. These are unstable tendencies that have appeared
in [different] stages in their lives, to the point that the thought

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, pp. 41-43
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[...] It [atheism] is has become common for many reasons,
among the biggest of whichare pride and arrogance, as the
Almighty said: “And, although their hearts were convinced
the signs were true, they still denied them wrongfully and ar-
rogantly.” (Al-Naml, 14.) And the Almighty said: “it is Allah’s
signs that the wrongdoers deny” (Al-An‘am, 33.)

The more people distance themselves from the revelation
that Allah has sent down to His messengers, the more athe-
ism spreads. [atheism also spreads] in souls taken over by
false doubts and by deviating from the guidance of the




of atheism has become mere imitation, without evidence or
proof.
Reasons for Atheism:

The most important reasons for atheism:

1.  Weak faith in Allah Almighty and distance from the
Prophet’s way.

2. Lack of knowledge in the Sharia [...]

3. Being Exposed to suspicions by reading the writings of
skeptics and liars, which mislead thought and shake the con-
science with misguided thought, especially on social media.

4. Sitting with atheists, communicating with them, and show-
ing admiration for them, because they spread their intellectual
poison to the receiving side.

5. Psychological disorders that make bad thoughts take con-
trol over a person and mislead him, until he reaches a state of
doubt and confusion.

The Danger of Atheism to the Individual and Society
Atheism has great risks, some of which are:

1. Being distant from Allah Almighty, His Messenger, and His
religion.

2. Having the nerve to criticize Islamic legal conventions, and
slander others.

3. Being hardhearted and selfish in dealing with others.

4. Destroying the family, having its essence shaken and put in
disorder.

5. Spreading of moral corruption, and the abundance of
crime in society.

6. Anxiety and psychological conflict.
*Red font indicates removed content.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

Qur’an and the prophetic Sunnah in dealing with these ideas
and delusions.

Reasons for Atheism:
The most important reasons for atheism:

1. Weak faith in Allah Almighty and distance from the
Prophet’s way.

2. Lack of knowledge in the Sharia [...]

3. Being Exposed to suspicions by reading the writings of
skeptics and liars, which mislead thought and shake the con-
science with misguided thought, especially on social media.

4. Avoiding sitting with atheists in any form or narrating
their ideas, where ideological and jurisprudential disagree-
ments are spread.

5. Psychological disorders that make bad thoughts take
control over a person and mislead him, until he reaches a
state of doubt and confusion.

The Danger of Atheism to the Individual and Society
Atheism has great risks, some of which are:

1. Being distant from Allah Almighty, His Messenger, and
His religion.

2. Having the nerve to criticize Islamic legal conventions,
and slander others.

3. Being hardhearted and selfish in dealing with others.

4.  Destroying the family, having its essence shaken and
put in disorder.

5. Spreading of moral corruption, and the abundance of
crime in society.

6.  Anxiety and psychological conflict.




Content Remaining

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 65, /slamic
Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 74-75; /slamic Studies—
Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 74-75. (Previously - /slamic
Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 140.)

Remaining:

Students learn that polytheism is dangerous, as it is the “most heinous” of sins. However,
while the 2021 edition also taught that those who practice it will be punished with eternity
in Hell, this was removed in 2022.

2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Islamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Path-

Track), 2021, p. 140. ways System), 2023-24, p. 65; /slamic Studies—
—F Tawhid (1), Grades 10 - 12, (Courses System), 2022,
e pp. 74-75.
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The Danger of Idolatry:

Idolatry is the greatest and most heinous of sins in the The Danger of Idolatry:

eyes of Allah Almighty, as inserted in a Hadith of ibn Idolatry is the greatest and most heinous of sins in the
Mas‘ud, who said: “O Messenger of Allah, what is the eyes of Allah Almighty, as inserted in a Hadith of ibn
worst sin? He said: “Setting up a rival to Allah, though it Mas'ud, who said: “O Messenger of Allah, what is the

is He who created you.” The rival is the associate. worst sin? He said: “Setting up a rival to Allah, though it

Allah will not forgive those who die as idolaters . . . is He who created you.” The rival is the associate.

Idolatry necessitates eternal damnation in Hellfire, and Allah will not forgive those who die as idolaters . ...

the impossibility of entering Paradise. . .

*Red font indicates removed content.




32.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 14. (Previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 12, /slamic Stud-
fes - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 58.

Remaining:

Students are taught that polytheists shall spend all eternity in Hell after they die. The 2022
edition adds a Quranic verse stating that God does not forgive polytheism (Al-Nisa’, 4: 48).
This addition not only solidifies the judgment in the Quran, thereby granting it further legal
legitimacy, but also makes explicit the notion that there will be no forgiveness for polytheism
—in spite of the inclusion of other lessons teaching that polytheists may be forgiven if they

repent before death.
2021

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 58.
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He who dies as an idolater enters Hellfire:

He who dies while associating with Allah Almighty by
Greater idolatry shall be in Hellfire for eternity. Proof
for this is in the Hadith of Abdullah ibn Mas’ud, about
the Prophet who said: “Whoever dies while still invok-
ing anything other than Allah as a rival to Allah, will
enter Hellfire.”

*Green font indicates added content.

2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade
7,Vol. 2, 2022, p. 12; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,
Hadlith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 14
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He who dies as an idolater enters Hellfire:

If a person dies an idolater, God will not absolve him of the
act. This is indicated by the saying of God Almighty: “In-
deed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He
forgives what is less than that for whom He wills” (Al-Nisa
4: 48)

He who dies while associating with Allah Almighty by
Greater idolatry shall be in Hellfire for eternity. Proof for
this is in the Hadith of Abdullah ibn Mas’ud, about the
Prophet who said: “Whoever dies while still invoking any-
thing other than Allah as a rival to Allah, will enter Hell-
fire.”




33.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p.
127. (Previously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol.
1-3, 2022, p. 127; Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol.
2, 2021, pp. 21-22; Tawhid, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019, pp. 67 - 68.)

Remaining:

A lesson on heaven and hell, which was altered in 2022 and maintained in 2023, states that
anyone who does not believe in God and his prophet Muhammad will be sent to Hell. This is
a slight change from the 2021 edition, in which people of Hell were said to be “every infidel
and hypocrite” whereas it has now been replaced with “anyone who does not béelieve in
God, and turns away from his religion and the message of his Prophet [Muhammad]” Alt-
hough the word infidel, which carries negative connotations, is no longer used, the meaning
remains, as there is no significant difference between people who do not believe in Muham-
mad's prophecy - i.e., non-Muslims — and the term “/nfide/s” In addition, the textbook also
still explains that those who practice polytheism will be sent to Hell.

2021

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh

and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 21-22
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Hell

Its Meaning: The home that Allah promised on the Day
of Judgement to the infidels and hypocrites.

Its location: The lowest depths. Allah Almighty said:
“But no! The wicked are certainly bound for Sijjin (in
the depths of Hell.)” (Al-Mutaffifin, 7.)

Its population: Every infidel and hypocrite.

Allah Almighty said: “Surely Allah condemns the disbe-
lievers, and has prepared for them a blazing Fire, to
stay there for ever and ever.” (Al-Ahzab, 64-65.) Allah

Almighty has also said about the fate of the hypocrites:

“Surely the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of
the Fire—and you will never find for them any helper.”
(An-Nisa, 145.)

He who dies an idolater will be among the people of
the Fire, for the Prophet said: “He who dies an idolater
will enter Hell.”

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and

Suluk, Grade 6, Vols. 1-3, 2022, 2023-224, p. 127
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Hell

Its Meaning: The home that Allah promised on the Day of
Judgement to anyone who does not believe in God, and
turns away from his religion and the message of his
Prophet [Muhammad].

Its location: The lowest depths. Allah Almighty said: “But
no! The wicked are certainly bound for Sijjin (in the depths
of Hell.)” (Al-Mutaffifin, 7.)

Its population: Anyone who does not believe in God, and
turns away from his religion and the message of his
Prophet [Muhammad].

Allah Almighty said: “Indeed, he who associates others
with Allah — Allah has forbidden him Paradise, and his ref-
uge is the Fire. And there are not for the wrongdoers any
helpers." (Al-Ma'ida, 72)

He who dies an idolater will be among the people of the
Fire, for the Prophet said: “He who dies an idolater will en-
ter Hell.”




34.

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp.
32-33. (Previously - Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 32-33; /slamic Studies— Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk,

Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 24-25)
Remaining:

In a passage on different types of polytheism practiced nowadays, the cult of saints and
praying to the dead were removed. These acts are common throughout the Islamic world
and were described in previous years as polytheistic, while polytheism is condemned else-
where in the textbooks as punishable by Hellfire. Therefore, many Muslims who perform
these actions were until now indirectly described as polytheists who will be punished in the
Hereafter. It should also be noted that the practice of visitation of graves of righteous people
is commonly seen as a Shi'i and Sufi tenet, and therefore it is possible that the 2021 textbook

was implicitly criticizing these groups.

Nevertheless, students are taught about other practices that are prevalent nowadays in the
Islamic world and are taught to be a form of idolatry (polytheism), such as worshiping stars,
genies, prophets, rocks and trees, and engaging in sorcery. Consequently, those who per-
form these actions are still indirectly labelled as polytheists who will be punished in the
Hereafter. In addition, the acts of worshiping graves and praying to the dead are still alluded
to, as praying and prostrating to anything other than God is mentioned as element of poly-

theistic acts prevalent nowadays.

It should be noted that the example was transferred from the grade 4 textbook to the grade
6 textbook, as a part of an entire chapter on polytheism that was moved.

2021, Grade 4

Figh and ,Hadith and Sira ,Islamic Studies— Tawhid
24-25. .pp ,2021,2 Vol ,Grade 4 ,Suluk
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Some of those who are worshiped by polytheists:
- Prophets.
- Tombs of righteous people.
- Genies.
- Rocks.

- Trees.

2022, 2023-24, Grade 6

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and
Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022, 2023-24, pp. 32-33.
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Some of those who are worshiped by polytheists:
- Prophets.
- Genies.
- Rocks.

- Trees.

- Stars.




- Stars.
Manifestations of Polytheism:

The polytheism currently practiced by polytheists is the
same polytheism practiced by polytheism in ancient times.
Its manifestations are as follows:

1. Praying to the dead.
2. Worshipping anything but Allah by prostrating to it.
3. Slaughtering sacrifices to other gods.

4. Engaging in sorcery, such as worshiping demons [or oth-
ers] besides Allah.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Red font indicates removed content.

Manifestations of Polytheism:

The polytheism currently practiced my polytheists is the
same polytheism practiced by polytheism in ancient
times. Its manifestations are as follows:

1. Praying to anything but Allah.
2. Worshipping anything but Allah by prostrating to it.
3. Slaughtering sacrifices to other gods.

4. Engaging in sorcery, such as worshiping demons [or
others] besides Allah.

53




35.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p.
244, (Previously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol.
3, 2022, p. 244, Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol.
2,2021, p. 31.)

Remaining:

An explanation of one of the articles of faith in Islam - the belief in the Day of Judgement -
describes Hell as “the home of painful punishment,” specifically reserved for “deniers.” The
term “deniers” was added in 2022 instead of “infidels and hypocrites [Muslims whose faith
is insincere].” Although the textbook seemingly no longer teaches that infidels will be pun-
ished in Hell, the term “deniers” can likely be understood as referring to those who deny
Muhammad'’s prophecy —i.e. non-Muslims.

2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and

Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 31 Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 3,2022,2023-24, p. 244
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Hell, which is the home of painful punishment, is prepared Hell, which is the home of painful punishment, is pre-
for the Infidels and Hypocrites. pared for the deniers [of God and Muhammad]

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.
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Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 47 (previously:
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 12; /slamic Stud-
les—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 31; /slamic Studies—Tawhia,
Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh, Grade 9, 2020, p. 198; Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Grade 9, 2019, p.
35)

Remaining:

The 2022 edition of a grade 9 Islamic Studies textbook no longer contains a section which
designated death as a form of punishment in a lesson warning students against the mockery
of Islam (considered an act of disbelief which entails a humiliating punishment), “no matter
if he was being serious or joking”. Whereas in 2020 the passage explained that those who
had mocked Muhammad and harassed him were punished in this world and awaited humil-
iation in the afterlife, in 2021 the passage stated that they were “killed in this world.”In 2022,
the entire section on the mockery of the enemies of Muhammad was removed from the
textbook. This example is still taught in 2023.

2021 (also 2019) 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade [Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade

9, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 31; Islamic Studies—Tawhid, 9, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 12; /slamic Studies—Tawhid,
Grade 9, 2019, p. 35 Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 47
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e The Retribution for Those Who Mock Religion
The Retribution for Those Who Mock Religion Whoever mocks Allah Almighty, the Prophet Muham-

Wiheevar medks Al Al the Frasie: (e mad’s Sunnah, or any religious ritual, has committed infi-

mad’s Sunnah, or any religious ritual, has committed infi-
delity, no matter if he was being serious or joking. Allah’s course of action regarding the mockers is hurrying
to punish them in this world, just as what happened to

delity, no matter if he was being serious or joking.

Allah’s course of action regarding the mockers is hurry- ) i
the enemies of the messengers when they denied and

ing to punish them in this world, just as what happened
mocked them, as they were struck with punishment in
this world before the afterlife. The Almighty said: “Mes-

sengers had already been ridiculed before you, but those

to the enemies of the messengers when they denied and
mocked them, as they were struck with punishment in
this world before the afterlife. The Almighty said: “Mes-

sengers had already been ridiculed before you, but those ARG eEEE i YR @UERiEEr (0 Wil Hiiey Uee (o

who mocked them were overtaken by what they used to teliavties” WAl Attt 40),

ridicule.” [Al-An‘am, 10].

The enemies of the Messenger of Allah had mocked him,
ridiculed him, denied him, and harassed him, so they
were killed in this world, with humiliating punishment
awaiting them in the afterlife. The Almighty said: “Only
the one who hates you is truly cut off.” [Al-Kawthar, 3].

*Red font indicates removed content.




37.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2023-24, p. 27 (Previously:
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2022, p. 27; Islamic Studies
- Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 37; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,

Hadlth, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 36)

Remaining:

The below textbook outlines the reasons why worshipping saints and pious figures is wrong.
In the 2020 and 2021 editions, the term used for describing the incorrect reasons — that they
are taken as “/ntercessors’ to God —is shufaa, commonly used by Shi'is and Sufis to describe
the unique role of the imams or Sufi saints, respectively. However, in 2022 any explicit ref-
erence to the term was removed, while criticism of the act remains nonetheless in general

terms, namely that of seeking agency and proximity as extensions of God.

2020, 2021

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade
8, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 37; Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,
Hadlith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 36
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Why worshiping saints and pious individuals is wrong:

God Almighty has clarified that worshiping saints and indi-
vidual figures, considering them as intercessors to God Al-
mighty, is wrong for several reasons, including:

1. Saints and individual figures worship God Almighty to
gain proximity to Him and ingratiate themselves with Him.
So, how can ingratiation and proximity to God Almighty be
sought through them?

*Red font indicates removed content.

2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh,
Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2022, p. 27
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Why worshiping saints and pious individuals is wrong:

1.Saints and individual figures worship God Almighty to
gain proximity to Him and ingratiate themselves with
Him. So, how can ingratiation and proximity to God Al-
mighty be sought through them?




38.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, and Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 50-53.
(Previously - Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, and Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2022,
p. 50-53; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021,
p. 150-154)

Remaining:

In a lesson teaching Quranic verses which discuss the fate of wrongdoers in Hell, much of
the graphic descriptions of their experience in Hell has been removed, as well as most ref-
erences to infidels. The 2022 version still taught the verses but did not give detailed expla-
nations of the infidels’ punishment, and instead focuses on the reward of the believers. This
remains the same in 2023. Although most references to infidels were removed from the text,
the unit’s title is still “The State of Infidels on the Day of Resurrection”. The textbook’s 2021
edition described the “infidels” burning in Hell in graphic detail, explaining that this is their
deserved punishment. Students were taught Qurianic verses according to which people who
refute or mock Islamic beliefs will burn in hell, and their apologies will not be accepted. The
textbook then explained the verses, saying that infidels will rightfully deserve this punish-
ment, and that the flames of Hellfire will burn and mutilate their faces.

2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studlies - Tawhid ,Hadith and Sira ,Figh and Islamic Studies - Tawhid ,Hadith and Sira ,and Figh
Suluk ,Grade 8 ,Vol .1,2021 ,p .150-153 Grade 8 ,Vol .2 ,2022, 2023-24, p .50-53

[ s 0
p | O9isdelt g o w (n-11) Gl pandi
Ugiogolljgm o
s
S g

Ol g0

Interpretation of verses 101-111 in Al-Mu’minun Surah: Interpretation of verses 101-111 in Al-Mu’minun Surah:

When God explains the state of infidels and sinners
when they die, He explains the state they’re in, the re-
ward they merit, and what they wish for after entering
Hellfire.

God Almighty said:

“So when the Horn is blown, no relationship will there be
among them that Day, nor will they ask about one an-
other. And those whose scales are heavy [with good
deeds] - it is they who are the successful. But those
whose scales are light - those are the ones who have lost
their souls, [being] in Hell, abiding eternally. The Fire will
sear their faces, and they therein will have taut smiles.
[It will be said]. “Were not My verses recited to you and
you used to deny them?” They will say, “Our Lord, our
wretchedness overcame us, and we were a people
astray. Our Lord, remove us from it, and if we were to

God Almighty said:

“So when the Horn is blown, no relationship will there be
among them that Day, nor will they ask about one an-
other. And those whose scales are heavy [with good
deeds] - it is they who are the successful. But those
whose scales are light - those are the ones who have lost
their souls, [being] in Hell, abiding eternally. The Fire will
sear their faces, and they therein will have taut smiles. [It
will be said]. “Were not My verses recited to you and you
used to deny them? They will say, “Our Lord, our wretch-
edness overcame us, and we were a people astray. Our
Lord, remove us from it, and if we were to return [to evil],
we would indeed be”

wrongdoers.” He will say, ‘Remain despised therein and
do not speak to Me. Indeed, there was a party of My
servants who said, “Our Lord, we have believed, so



return [to evil], we would indeed be wrongdoers.” He will
say, ‘Remain despised therein and do not speak to Me.
Indeed, there was a party of My servants who said, “Our
Lord, we have believed, so forgive us and have mercy
upon us, and You are the best of the merciful. But you
took them in mockery to the point that they made you
forget My remembrance, and you used to laugh at
them. Indeed, | have rewarded them this Day for their
patient endurance - that they are the attainers [of suc-
cess].”

The subject of the verses: the comeuppance of the Infi-

dels and their regret when they are in Hell.
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The verses teach us the following:

- On the day of Resurrection, people will be presented
with scales on which their deeds will be weighed, and
those whose scales will be heavy will be saved, and
those whose scales will be light will lose and be de-
stroyed.

- The people of Hell will be humiliated in Hell, and its
flames will injure their faces, and their lips will shrivel
and reveal their teeth in a repulsive sight.
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We learn from the verses:

The people of Hell will apologize for their bad deeds, and

their apology will not be accepted, because the time for
it will have passed.

Some of the most shameful deeds of the Infidels that
they deserve to be suffering for, are: calling false that
which is true, and mocking the believers.

- The believers will be rewarded with everlasting bliss ...

*Red font indicates removed content.

forgive us and have mercy upon us, and You are the best
of the merciful. But you took them in mockery to the
point that they made you forget My remembrance, and
you used to laugh at them. Indeed, | have rewarded them
this Day for their patient endurance - that they are the
attainers [of success].”
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The verses teach us the following:

- On the day of Resurrection, people will be presented
with scales on which their deeds will be weighed, and
those whose scales will be heavy will be saved, and those
whose scales will be light will lose and be destroyed.
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We learn from the verses:

- The believers will be rewarded with everlasting bliss ...




39.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p.
27. (Previously - Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol.
1-3, 2022, p. 27; Tawhid, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 24.)

Remaining:

A chapter about polytheism determines that those who practice it are not a part of Islam,
and will be sent to Hell for eternity if they do not repent. The 2022 edition removed the
reference to Hell, stating instead that the punishment is to be regarded among the losers
(khasirin).

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and

2021

Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021, 24.

[ Salels aSian Lo g S| 21 1511 3950 oS

el 2 g g Ol Lha sl3y 8 A0 B aBy ah ol 2R3 e sl O
£ L LGSR T o

oA Bl O e DY N A e ) SN 850 b aBG L i
el

PR AR PO ICEE YT Y CCT I PE PR PEE- S g ey
et A AU AR I el e LIy L L

o e T T}
. Al Ge e LRI LG 5

He who directs part of [His] worshiping to anything other

than Allah has fallen to idolatry, which includes: praying
to anything other than Allah or offering sacrifices to any-

one but Allah. His verdict will be as follows:

1.

In the world: He is part of the greater idolatry that
was taken out of the religion of Islam, because he
worships anyone but Allah.

In the afterlife: if he dies as an idolater without having
repented, then he is regarded among the companions
of the Hellfire for all of eternity. Proof for this is God
Almighty’s saying: “Indeed, he who associates others
with Allah — Allah has forbidden him Paradise, and his
refuge is the Fire. And there are not for the wrongdo-
ers any helpers.” (Al-Ma’idah [The Table Spread] 72)

[Caption reads: “I will be wary of idolatry”]

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Red font indicates added content.

2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and
Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2022, 2023-24, 27.
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He who directs part of [His] worshiping to anything
other than Allah has fallen to idolatry, which includes:
praying to anything other than Allah or offering sacri-
fices to anyone but Allah. His verdict will be as follows:

1. Inthe world: He is part of the greater idolatry that
was taken out of the religion of Islam, because he
worships anyone but Allah.

2. In the afterlife: if he dies as an idolater without hav-
ing repented, then he is regarded among the losers.
Proof for this is God Almighty’s saying: “And who-
ever desires other than Islam as religion - never will
it be accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter,
will be among the losers.” (Al ‘Imran 3: 85)

[Caption reads: “I will be wary of idolatry”]




Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p.
143 (Previously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol.
1-3, 2022, p. 143; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5,
Vol. 2, 2021, p. 17; Islamic Studies - Hadith and Sira, Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5,
Vol. 2, 2020, p. 97; Tawhid, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2019, pp. 9-10)

Remaining:

The definition of Islam — presented as the first stage of faith — explains that it means to
disown polytheism and the people who follow it (in 2020 it was merely to avoid “disobedi-
ence”of God).

2020 2019; 2021; 2022; 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Hadith and Sira, Tawhid, Figh and  Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and
Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 97. Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022, 2023-24, p. 143; /s-
5 — lamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and
aians 43 S_{;u,,,} | _1__;,_4: L g el (S Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 17; Tawhid, Grade 5,
- - L Vol. 2, 2019, pp. 9-10.

The meaning of submission is: professing belief in the cakaly 3120 5a g g cielally o SLENy ¢ ooty B A3z VY 2 g8 AN
oneness of Allah, obeying Him, and avoiding disobey- T e S g el 2,21 e o aaly 8,801 el
ing him.

The meaning of submission is: yielding to Allah by profess-
ing belief in His oneness, complying with Him by obeying
Him, and absolving oneself of idolatry and its people.

3. Absolving oneself of idolatry and its people: | shall dis-
own idolatry and well as those who worship other deities
besides Allah.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Green font indicates added content.




41.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p.
27. (Previously - Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol.
1-3, 2022; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 2,
2021, p. 29.)

Remaining:

Students are taught the dangers of polytheism, and that those who practice it will be pun-
ished in Hell. A Qurianic verse referring to the People of the Book (i.e., Christians and Jews)
being sent to Hell was replaced with an excerpt of a different verse stating that Allah will
deny Paradise to those who practice polytheism, and their home will be Hell.

It should be noted that the example was transferred from the grade 4 textbook to the grade
6 textbook in 2022, as a part of an entire chapter about polytheism that was moved.
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The Consequences of idolatry:
1. Allah doesn’t forgive it.

Allah Almighty said: “Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that for whom He
wills.” (An-Nisa [The Women], 48)

2. Idolatry makes all deeds worthless, meaning: it cancels them.

Allah Almighty said: “But if they had associated others with Allah, then worthless for them would be whatever they were doing.”
(Al-An‘am [The Cattle], 88)

3. The idolater will be in Hell for all of eternity.

Allah Almighty said: “Whoever associates others with Allah [in worship] will surely be forbidden Paradise by Allah. Their home
will be the Fire. And the wrongdoers will have no helpers.” (Al-Mai’dah [The Table Spread], 72)




42.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p.
269. (Previously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol.
3, 2022, p. 269; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol.

2, 2021, p. 55; Islamic Studies—Hadith and Sira, Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 2,

2020, p. 135; Tawhid, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 59.)

Remaining:

Students are taught that prophets were sent by Allah to convince people to worship Him
alone, warning that whoever worships other deities will have Allah’s discontent and be sent
to Hell. This was reintroduced in 2021, after it was removed in 2020, and now remains in the

2022 and 2023 editions.

2020
Islamic Studies—Hadlith and Sira, Tawhid, Figh
and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 135.
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Allah has sent to every nation a messenger who calls
upon them to two matters, which are:
1. Worship Allah alone.
2. Stay away from worshiping false gods.

Evidence of this is the Almighty saying: “We surely sent
a messenger to every community, saying, “Worship Al-
lah and shun false gods.” (An-Nahl, 36.)

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Green font indicates added content.

2019; 2021; 2022; 2023-24
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and

Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 3, 2022, 2023-24, p. 269; /slamic

Studies - Tawhid, Hadlith and Sira, Figh and Suluk,
Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 55; Tawhid, Grade 5, Vol. 2,
2019, p. 59.
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Allah Almighty has sent to every nation a messenger, who
calls upon them to:

1. Worship Allah alone.

2. Stay away from worshiping false gods (false gods are
whatever is worshiped other than Allah if he is pleased.)

* They would deliver good news of Allah’s mercy and para-
dise to those who professed belief in the unity of Allah and
obeyed Him.

* They would warn of Allah’s discontent and Hell to those

who associated other gods with Allah and disobeyed Him.
Evidence of this:

The Almighty saying: “(All were) messengers delivering
good news and warnings so humanity should have no ex-
cuse before Allah after the messengers. And Allah is Al-
mighty, All-Wise.” (An-Nisa, 165.)




43.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2023-24, pp. 68-69 (Previ-
ously - Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 69 /slamic

Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 136; 7afsir, Grade 8, Vol. 2,
2019, p. 135.)

Remaining:

Students learn from the textbook’s interpretation of a Quranic verse that “idolatry is the
greatest sin” against which Allah has warned mankind. The textbook promises punishment
for those who worship other deities besides Allah. Another verse used to exemplify this was
removed in 2022, but the text remained mostly unchanged. In 2023, the text was marginally
improved again, leaving the exacted punishment totally undetermined, whereas in 2022 the
punishment was stipulated as being one which had already been exacted upon earlier na-
tions; these may have included the bygone Arab nations of ‘Ad and Thamud mentioned in

the Quran.

2021

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,
Hadlith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2,
2021, p. 136.
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[Surah 26,] Verse 213: “So do not
ever call upon any other god be-
sides Allah, or you will be one of
the punished.” — Do not worship
any deity other than Allah, or He
will strike you with the punishment
he sent down upon those who
worshiped others besides Allah.

This teaches us that:

idolatry is the greatest sin, which
Allah has warned worshippers and
even prophets against. Even more
so, He told His messenger: “If you
associate others [with God], your
deeds will certainly be void and
you will truly be one of the losers.”
(Az-Zumar, 65.)

2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,
Hadlith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3,
2022, p. 69.
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[Surah 26,] Verse 213: “So do not
ever call upon any other god be-
sides Allah, or you will be one of
the punished.” — Do not worship
any deity other than Allah, or He
will strike you with the punishment
he sent down upon those who
worshiped others besides Allah.

This teaches us that:

idolatry is the greatest sin, which
Allah has warned worshippers and
even prophets against.

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,
Hadlith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3,
2023-24, pp. 68-69.
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[Surah 26,] Verse 213: “So do not
ever call upon any other god be-
sides Allah, or you will be one of
the punished.” — Do not worship
any deity other than Allah, or He
will punish you.

This teaches us that:

idolatry is the greatest sin, which
Allah has warned worshippers and
even prophets against.

*Red font indicates removed content.




44. Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 265 (Previously -
Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 265; /slamic Studies—
Tawhid, Hadlith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 51)

Remaining:

A lesson on the message Muhammad sought to spread among mankind discusses the “£vi/
from which he warned the (Islamic) Nation,” the first and foremost example of which being
polytheism, mentioned alongside “whatever Allah detests and prohibits.”
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[.]

The evil from which He warned the Nation is: idolatry, disobeying Allah, and doing whatever Allah detests and prohibits.

45. [slamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 62. (Previously -
Islamic Studies -Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 59; /slamic Studies
-Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 118.)

Remaining:

When summarizing verses from the Qurianic Lugman Surah, polytheism is deemed the great-
est sin, and an act of aggression against Allah and His religion.
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3.Associating [anything] with Allah is the greatest sin and greatest form of injustice, because it is an act of aggression against
the truth of Allah Almighty, which is the greatest truth to worshippers, because He is their Creator who bestows upon them all

kinds of comfort.




46.

47.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 16. (Previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 14; Tawhiad,
Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 83.)

Remaining:

In a chapter entitled “Cautiousness of Polytheism,” students are taught a hadith about “the
seven destructive things,” which include polytheism and sorcery.
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Abu Hurairah” hadith about the Prophet, who said: “Avoid the seven destructive things.” He asked: “What are they, O Messenger
of Allah?” He replied: “Associating anything with Allah; practicing sorcery, killing someone whom Allah has forbidden without a
Jjust cause, consuming of usury, devouring the property of an orphan, fleeing from the battlefield, and slandering chaste women
who are believers, but unwary.”

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (7), Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 39. (Previously:
Islamic Studies - Tawhid (7), Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 46; /slamic Studies
- Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 46; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (1),
Grade 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 46; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (7), Grade 10-12
(Joint Program), 2021, p. 82; /slamic Studijes - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Joint Program),
2020, p. 82.)

Remaining:

When teaching the conditions of the Shahada (the affirmation of the belief that “there is no
God but Allah”), a high school Islamic Studies textbook teaches that those who do not ac-
cept the premise of this statement are doomed to Hell.
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Conditions (There is no god but Allah)

3 - Acceptance of this word and what it requires outwardly and inwardly.

And denouncing wrongdoings, for God Almighty has informed that whoever rejects this sentence will go to hell. [Allah] be
praised said: [Allah will say to the angels,] “Gather [all] the wrongdoers along with their peers, and whatever they used to
worship instead of Allah, then lead them [all] to the path of Hell. [As-Saffat 22-23]



Jihad and Martyrdom

Content Removed

Islamic Studies - Hadith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 65 (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies - Hadith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 66; Hadith
(7), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 99; Hadith [1], Grades 10-12 [Joint Track], 2020,
p. 99.)

Removed:

A paragraph which discussed both violent and non-violent jihad was removed in 2022, ren-
dering the lesson significantly shorter. Following a hadith about “the seven destructive
things’ which include “fleeing from the battlefield”, students are taught that if the Saudi king
calls upon people to fight, it is forbidden to flee the battlefield. The 2022 edition stated this
in the context of the ruler calling upon others to undertake the duty of jihad, thus linking the
Islamic idea of jihad to the Saudi state, presenting its wars as holy religious wars. In 2023,
the reference to jihadwas substituted with the ‘protecting the homeland”, therefore effacing

the link between the ideal of jihad and Saudi Arabia’s defense policies.

2021

Hadith (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint

Track), 2021, p. 99

12. Jihad in Islam is a general
term that contains several mean-
ings that revolve around the ex-
pression “exerting effort,” what-
ever its positive theme may be.
This includes seeking knowledge
and sustenance, bringing oneself
to do good, to abandon evil, and
to spend money. This also includes
the meaning of fighting, which Al-
lah Almighty legitimized to pro-
tect lawful rights and freedoms.
Allah Almighty said: “Fight in the
cause of Allah [only] against those
who wage war against you, but
do not exceed the limits. Allah
does not like transgressors.” [Al-
Bagarah: 190]
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2022

Islamic Studies - Hadith (1),
Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System),
2022, p. 66
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8. If our ruler, the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, King of the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia - may God pro-

tect him, assigns a group to fight
and calls upon them to perform ji-
had for the sake of Allah, they are
forbidden from deserting the battle,
because this is among the greatest
of sins, as it is fleeing from the bat-
tlefield, which is forbidden in this
hadith. The Almighty said: “O believ-
ers! When you face the disbelievers
in battle, never turn your backs to
them. And whoever does so on such
an occasion—unless it is a maneuver
or to join their own troops—will
earn the displeasure of Allah, and
their home will be Hell. What an evil
destination!” [Al-Anfal: 15—-16] This,
with the exception of those who flee

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Hadlith (1),
Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System),
2023-24, p. 66

8. Turning one’s back on war, mean-
ing the fleeing from the battlefield,
because this is among the greatest
of sins, as appeared in this hadith.
Therefore, if our ruler, the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques, King of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - may God
protect him, assigns a group to fight
to protect our homeland, they are
forbidden from deserting the battle,
with the exception of those who flee
with the intention of deceiving the
enemy, of moving between combat
groups. In accordance with what the
Almighty said: “O believers! When
you face the disbelievers in battle,
never turn your backs to them. And
whoever does so on such an occa-
sion—unless it is a maneuver or to
join their own troops—will earn the
displeasure of Allah, and their home




Also, jihad in the present era is
not associated anymore with
groups and individuals, it is con-

with the intention of deceiving the
enemy, of moving between combat
groups.

will be Hell. What an evil destina-
tion!” [Al-Anfal: 15-16]

nected to the state’s political and
military establishments.

13. If the Imam of the Muslims as-
signs a group to fight and calls
upon them to perform jihad for
the sake of Allah, they are forbid-
den from deserting the battle, be-
cause this is among the greatest
of sins, as it is fleeing from the
battlefield, which is forbidden in
this hadith. The Almighty said: “O
believers! When you face the dis-
believers in battle, never turn your
backs to them. And whoever does
50 on such an occasion—unless it
is @ maneuver or to join their own
troops—will earn the displeasure
of Allah, and their home will be
Hell. What an evil destination!”
[Al-Anfal: 15-16] This, with the
exception of those who flee with
the intention of deceiving the en-
emy, of moving between combat
groups, or if the numbers of the
enemy are more than twice the
number of jihad warriors.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.
*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.




Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10 - 12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 23 (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 48; Tafsir
(2), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 75)

Removed:

An explanation of Quranic verses of Surah Al-Bagarah, teaching that martyrs are “alive with
their Lord and sustained by Hint', was removed in 2023. Previously, in 2022 a hadith de-
scribing the martyrs' rewards in Paradise was also removed. The removal of the flowery
description of the martyrs’ reward could be interpreted as an attempt to somewhat down-

play its charm and appeal.

2021 2022
Tafsir (2), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, pp. 75, Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10 - 12
133. (Courses System), 2022, p. 48.
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The martyrs [shuhada’] for the sake of Allah are alive
The martyrs [shuhada’] for the sake of Allah are alive with with their Lord and sustained by Him.
their Lord and sustained by Him. As it said in the correct tra-
dition [hadith]: The souls of the martyrs travel around in
heaven in crops of green birds. They go wherever they wish
and then find shelter in hanging lamps under the throne. (Sa-
hih Muslim—hadlith collection)

*Red font indicates removed content.




50.

Islamic Studies— Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 75. (Previously
- Islamic Studies— Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 73; Islamic Stud-
les— Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 91).

Removed:

An interpretation of verses from Surah Al-Ankabut, as offered by the textbook, emphasizes
that Hellfire is where the Infidels reside. In contrast, people who wage jihad against them-
selves shall be brought to the path that leads to victory, support, and guidance. In 2023, the
part of the interpretation (for verse 69) that praises those who “waged jihad against their
enemies, and supported their religion” was removed, thus emphasizing non-violent inter-
pretations of jihad, namely the jihad of the Self (jihad al-nafs).

2021, 2022

Islamic Studies— Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh,
Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 73; Islamic Studies—
Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p.
91
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[...] "And who does more wrong” — meaning: no one does
more wrong, “Than those who fabricate lies against Allah” —
than those who claim that Allah has a partner, or that Allah
commanded vile deeds, or those who falsely claim the Proph-
esy; “or reject the truth after it has reached them?” — or reject
what Allah sent through His messenger Muhammad; “Is Hell
not a home for the disbelievers?” — Hell is the residence for
those who disbelieved in Allah; “As for those who struggle in
Our cause” — meaning, those who strived against themselves
in obeying Allah, waged jihad against their enemies, and sup-
ported their religion; “We will surely guide them along Our
Way” — We will bring them to the path that leads us; “And Al-
lah is certainly with the good-doers.” — with victory, support,
and guidance.

*Red font indicates removed content.

2023-24

Islamic Studies— Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh,
Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 75
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[...] “And who does more wrong” — meaning: no one does
more wrong, “Than those who fabricate lies against Allah” —
than those who claim that Allah has a partner, or that Allah
commanded vile deeds, or those who falsely claim the Proph-
esy, “or reject the truth after it has reached them?” — or re-
ject what Allah sent through His messenger Muhammad, “Is
Hell not a home for the disbelievers?” — Hell is the residence
for those who disbelieved in Allah; “As for those who struggle
in Our cause” — meaning, those who strived against them-
selves in obeying Allah; “We will surely guide them along Our
Way” — We will bring them to the path that leads us; “And Al-
lah is certainly with the good-doers.” — with victory, support,
and guidance.
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Content Altered

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2023-24, pp. 101-102. (Pre-
viously - /slamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2022, pp. 101-102;
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 172-73.)

Altered:

A lesson about jihad was altered in the 2023 edition of the textbook, removing the explana-
tion that Saudi Arabia’s war against the Houthis is a form of jihad, and thus is justified and
even encouraged under religious law. This outlined the Saudi Sunni outlook of jihad against
the Shia, albeit a defensive rather than an offensive description, in the context of the civil
war in Yemen, the intensity of which has indeed declined over the past year. In 2022, the
text removed a description of violent jihad as the “climax of Islam” The textbook still teaches
a hadith that presents jihad as the action “dearest to Allah.” There is also no discussion on
the spiritual and peaceful forms of jihad, and only violent jihad is discussed. Students are
taught that only the ruler can declare jihad and call upon the state’s authorities, as well as
any other group from “ally and sister states” to join. In the 2021 edition, text teaching that
Jihad specifically means “fighting the enemies for the protection of religion, land, and wor-
shipers” was removed.

2020, 2021 2022 2023-24
Hadlith, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, pp. Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir,
29-30; /s/lamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadlith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, Hadlith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1,
Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2022, pp. 101-102. 2022, pp. 101-102.
2020, pp. 172-173. R TS % syt o Wt 2
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asked the Prophet which action is
dearest to Allah and He replied:

Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud reported.: “| gedidliilidl el “Prayer at its proper time.” He
sl e Plrastet mlid caten s asked the Prophet which action is asked: “What came next?” He re-
dearest to Allah and He replied: IR %\//ah Gl He EDIL plied: “Kindness to parents.” He
| mye “Prayer at its proper time.” He asked: “What came next?” He re-
it s moER e el asked: “What came next?” He re- plied: “Jihad in Allah’s path.” He
“Kindness to parents.” He asked: IR ISR el s said: “He told me of them, and if
“What came next?” He replied: “Ji- Gz YT CnE MY IniE - I'had asked for more, he would
plied: “Jihad in Allah’s path.” He have told me more.”

had in Allah’s path.” He said: “He told
me of them, and if | had asked for
more, he would have told me more.”

said: “He told me of them, and if |

had asked for more, he would have 3-Jihad for the sake of Allah: It
depends on the approval of the
told me more.”

The meaning of jihad in shariah: ruler of the Kingdom’s security

Fighting the enemies for the protec- 3-Jihad for the sake of Allah: It de- and military establishments, and
tion of religion, land, and worshipers. pends on the approval of the ruler GG Ei e

of the Kingdom’s political and mili- the Two Holy Mosques to those
The Almighty said: “Fight in the tary establishments, and on the call among ally and sister states.
cause of Allah [only] against those of the Custodian of the Two Holy



who wage war against you, but do
not exceed the limits. Allah does not
like transgressors.” [Al-Bagarah: 190]
[removed in 2021]

3-Jihad for the sake of Allah: It is the
climax of Islam, and what brings
Muslims might and triumph. [re-
moved in 2022] It depends on the ap-
proval of the ruler of the Kingdom’s
political and military establishments,
and on the call of the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques to those
among the Islamic forces. Examples
of jihad that the Kingdom currently
experiences include our brave sol-
diers’ fighting against the enemy
Houthi militias, in order to defend the
Kingdom and the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, and to protect
the lives of the citizens and residents.

*Red font indicates removed content.

Mosques to those among the Is-
lamic forces. Examples of jihad that
the Kingdom currently experiences
include our brave soldiers’ fighting
against the enemy Houthi militias,
in order to defend the Kingdom and
the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, and to protect the spirit
of the citizens and residents.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.
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52.

New Content

Rhetoric and Critical Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways Track), 2023-24, p. 151

Students are taught a poem written by the pre- and early Islamic poet al-Khansa, in which
she expresses sorrow over her brother's death. The textbook then compares Khansa's re-
action to the death of her brother when she was a polytheist, and her reaction to the death
of her four sons in the battle of Yarmuk between the Arab-Muslim forces and the Byzantines.
The textbook teaches that while Jahili (pre-Islamic) poetry expresses fear of death, Islam
sees death as an honor bestowed by God. The textbook then teaches that Khansa accepted

her sons' death in battle and said: “Praise be to God that honored me with their death...”
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The Reality of Death by al-Khansa during the Jahiliyya and Islam.

When examining the pre-Islamic elegiac poetry, one finds a clear fear of death and a concern for life, with no reference to

belief in another life, or thought of the Resurrection or Judgement [...]

The reality of death is different in Islamic [poetry], as it is an honor and distinction for her [al-Khansa] [...] her response upon
hearing about the martyrdom of her four sons in the battle of Yarmuk is an example of acceptance, satisfaction, and belief in
the idea of divine predestination [“fate and destiny”]. She thus responded: "Praise be to God that honored me with their

death...”.




53.

Noteworthy Content

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 126 (Previously
- Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 141)

A'lesson about j/hadin a grade 9 Islamic education textbook removed an example expressing
reservations over causing harm to those who do not participate in war. The text previously
taught that harming innocent people and their property is forbidden “as /ong it is not nec-
essary to do so” implying that this might be allowed in some extreme cases. The 2023
edition of the textbook removed this remark, now teaching that harming the innocent is
entirely forbidden.

2022 2023-24

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade [slamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade

9 Vol 2, 2022, p. 141 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 126
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Secondly: Jihad for the sake of God has moral rules guar- Secondly: Jihad for the sake of God has moral rules guar-
anteeing its noble cause and the just behavior during it. anteeing its noble cause and the just behavior during it.
The Muslim, in his jihad, does not give up his moral rules The Muslim, in his jihad, does not give up his moral rules
and Islamic behavior because of the war. These rules in- and Islamic behavior because of the war. These rules in-
clude: clude:
c. The fighting should be in @ manner that defeats the c. The fighting should be in a manner that defeats the
enemy who fights you without harming the protected enemy who fights you without harming the protected
souls that don’t participate in the war, and the property souls that don’t participate in the war, and the property
which must not be destroyed, as long it is not necessary which must not be destroyed, since oppression and injus-
to do so, since oppression and injustice during war are tice during war are forbidden...
forbidden...
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Gender

Content Removed

Islamic Studies - Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 85; (Previously
- Islamic Studies - Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 91; /slamic Stud-
fes — Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 120; /s/lamic Studies — Tafsir (1),
Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 187.)

Removed:

This high school Islamic Studies textbook no longer teaches that fornication and homosex-
uality are forbidden because they constitute monstrous atrocities (7awahish). While past
editions of this textbook taught this as a part of summary of the main ideas of a Qurianic
verse, this edition removed the reference to fornication and homosexuality, now speaking
about the prohibition of committing atrocities in a vaguer manner. It should be noted that
the parallel 2022 textbook of the Courses System, which is no longer taught, already re-
moved this content last year.

2022 2023-24

Islamic Studlies - Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways /slamic Studies - Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways
System), 2022, p. 91; /slamic Studies - Tafsir (1), System), 2023-24, p. 85 (also in: /slamic Studies -

Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 187. Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p.
— 120.)
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Takeaways from the verses:

[.]

3. Prohibiting fornication and sodomy [homosexuality]

Takeaways from the verses:

and any other monstrous atrocity, hidden or evident. L]
[ 2. Prohibiting any monstrous atrocity, hidden or evident.
[]

*Red font indicates removed content.
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56.

Islamic Studies - Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 82-83. (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, pp. 102-103.)

Removed:

Students were taught that women are to blame for being sexually harassed by men: the
textbook interprets a hadith, teaching that women are warned against doing “or showing’
what seduces men, as well as resembling the ways of men. The textbook was removed in
2023.
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Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah said: “Two are the types of the denizens of Hell whom | did not see: people hav-
ing flogs like the tails of the ox with them and they would be beating people, and the women who would be dressed but ap-
pear to be naked, who would be inclined (to evil) and make their husbands incline toward it. Their heads would be like the
humps of the bukht camel inclined to one side. They will not enter Paradise and they will not smell its odor whereas its odor
would be smelt from such and such distance.”

7. The hadith warns women against being lenient with maintaining their modesty, or against doing or showing something that
invites men to be seduced by them, in addition to imitating men.

Islamic-Studies - Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System - Year 3), 2023-24, p. 132;
Islamic Studies - Figh (3), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 76. (Previously -
Figh (3), Grades 10 - 12 (Optional Track), 2021, p. 76.)

Removed:

A paragraph teaching that women “cannot’ be appointed as judges and that “their power is
canceled and rulings invalid’ was removed in the 2022 textbook. The justification given for
this claim was a hadith stating that people under a female ruler “will never be successtul”
The entire textbook (Figh 3) was removed in 2023, and in the Figh (2) textbook this state-
ment does not appear.
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Fourth: Maleness, as women cannot be appointed judges. If they are indeed appointed as such, then their power is canceled,
and their rulings are not valid. Evidence for this can be found in the hadith of Abu Bakrah: “A people who make a woman their
ruler will never be successful.”
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58.

Islamic Studies - Figh (3), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 22. (Previously -
Figh (3), Grades 10 - 12 (Optional Track), 2021, p. 22.)

Removed:

In 2022, a chapter on Islamic law with regards the family structure reinforced patriarchal
gender roles, stating that women must obey men as they are their guardians. This structure
is presented as integral to successful married life. The entire the unit on the principles of
legal stipulation within the family, which included this example, was removed in 2023.
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The Seventh Distinguishing Quality [of Islamic laws regarding the family structure]: Shariah has given men guardianship over
women in what is right... It has commanded the woman to obey him in what is right, and all of this is in order for marital life
to go on in the best way possible . . . The Almighty said: “Men are the caretakers of women, as men have been provisioned by
Allah over women and tasked with supporting them financially.” [An-Nisa: 34] . . .

Islamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 80 (previously -
Islamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2021, p. 99; /slamic Studies
- Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2020, p. 99; /slamic Studies - Hadith (2),
Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2019, p. 103)

Removed:

Students were taught that imitating the opposite gender is “among the greatest of sins” in
Islam, as it is considered a “deviation from normality.” This was supported by a prophetic
hadith, stating that God curses such people. The textbook was removed in 2023.
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Imitating the opposite sex, that is to say, that young men take on the resemblance of women and act softly like them, and the
young women who behave like men. That conduct is legally forbidden, because it is a deviation and an inversion of innate
characteristics, and a thing preventing each of the sexes from performing its true role in life, and because it entails bad effects
on the individual and the community. Islam has therefore taken a strict line in preventing it, and classifying it among the grav-
est sins. According to a hadith by Ibn Abbas, saying: “the Messenger of God has cursed men who imitate women and women
who imitate men.”



59.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 35 (previously: /s-
lamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 59)

Removed:

In 2023, a lesson about obedience from a Grade 9 Islamic studies textbook teaching stu-
dents that the wife must obey her husband was removed. This was illustrated in a hadith
stating that a woman must receive her husband’s permission before fasting (an optional fast)
or allowing others to enter “his house.”
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The wife obeying her husband: [the Prophet] said “It is not lawful for a woman to observe an optional fast without the permis-
sion of her husband when he is at home. Nor should she allow anyone to enter his house without his permission.”




60.

Content Altered

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 134. (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 150; /s-
lamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 190).

Altered:

In a chapter concerning the legal aspects of dress, students are no longer taught that adopt-
ing the appearance of people of other religions is prohibited — a subject added in 2021. The
textbook still teaches that imitation of the opposite sex is prohibited, but it is no longer
presented as a major sin. Furthermore, the idea that those who commit this sin will be cursed
is not presented a straightforward fact, but is imparted upon students through an activity in
which they are instructed to explain the meaning of “curse” in the context of this issue. The
content about imitating non-Muslims appeared in 2019, was removed in 2020, has been
reinserted in 2021, and was removed in the current 2023 textbook.

2020

Islamic Studies - Tafsir, Hadlith,
Tawhid, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020,
p. 229.
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4. Women Imitating Men and Men Imitat-
ing Women:

It is forbidden for a woman or a man to
imitate one another in their characteristics
in terms of speech, movement, voice,
dress, and appearance. This is an abomi-
nable prohibited matter that makes one be
deserving of a curse, just as in the hadith
of Ibn Abbas, who said: “The Messenger of
Allah cursed men who imitate women, and
women who imitate men.”

*Green font indicates added content.

2021, 2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,
Hadlith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2,
2021, p. 190.

3. Imitating non-Muslims:

It is not permissible for a Muslim to
imitate non-Muslims in their own ap-
pearance and clothing. This prohibi-
tion is intensified if one mimics them
in their worship and rituals. Evidence
for this is the hadith of Ibn Umar, who
said: “He said: ‘He who imitates a peo-
ple is one of them.”

4. Women Imitating Men and Men Im-
itating Women:

It is forbidden for a woman or a man
to imitate one another in their charac-
teristics in terms of speech, move-
ment, voice, dress, and appearance.
This is one of the major sins that make
one be deserving of a curse, just as in
the hadith of Ibn Abbas, who said:
“The Messenger of Allah cursed men
who imitate women, and women who
imitate men.”

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Red font indicates removed content.

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,
Hadlith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2,
2023-24, p. 134.
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3.Women Imitating Men and Men Imi-
tating Women:

It is forbidden for a woman or a man
to imitate one another in their charac-
teristics in terms of speech, movement,
voice, dress, and appearance. And in
the hadith of Ibn Abbas, who said:
“The Messenger of Allah cursed men
who imitate women, and women who
imitate men.”

Activity:

In cooperation with your classmates,
and in light of what you have learned
in the explanation of the above-men-
tioned hadith in the lesson “Rulings on
imitation” in this unit, clarify the
meaning of “curse” and the logic of
prohibiting men to imitate women and
vice versa, and the danger of this phe-

nomenon spreading in society.
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Islamic Studies - Figh (1), Grades 10-12, (Joint Program), 2023-24, p. 28 (Previously - /s-
lamic Studies - Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, pp. 32-33).

Altered (reinstated)

A lesson titled “Criteria for Choosing a Wife” including an example where students were
presented with hadiths that detail criteria for selecting the correct bride, was reintroduced
to the 2023 edition of the textbook after it had been removed from the 2022 edition. The
criteria included that she must have wealth and proper rank, obey the husband, and not go
against his wishes.
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2- Read the following texts, then deduce from them the criteria that the law urges to observe when choosing a wife:

Prophet Muhammad said: “A woman may be married for four reasons: for her property, her rank, her beauty and her religion;
so get the one who is religious and prosper.”

Prophet Muhammad said: “The best woman is the one who makes him happy when he looks at her, obeys him when he com-
mands her, and she does not go against his wishes with regard to herself nor her wealth.”




Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p.
140. (Previously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol.
1-3, 2022, p. 144, Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol.
2,2021, p. 49.)

Altered:

Even though the 2023 edition omitted a direct question to the students about the “conse-
quences of men wearing womens clothes,” wearing clothing of the opposite sex, even as a
form of humor or theater, is still prohibited. This is accompanied by the notion that “strength
and roughness’ are male traits, while “softness, kindness, and tenderness’ are female traits,
and wearing the clothes of the opposite sex habituates one to the traits of the other sex,

leaving behind the characteristics of his/her gender.

2019 2021, 2022
Hadith and Sira, Grade 4, Vol. 2, Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith
2019, p. 27 and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4,

Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 144

\ PRl o 2 q

Men are not allowed to wear women’s
clothing, such as: ...... [image of a
woman’s dress]

Women are not allowed to wear

men’s clothing, such as: ...... [image of ~ Activity: What are the consequences of

a man’s robe] men wearing women’s clothes?

This prohibition includes both serious Second: No imitation of another gender in
and jocular situations. A man, for ex- clothes:

ample, may not wear women’s cloth-  The Prophet forbade man to be like

ing to amuse his friends, or for the woman in his appearance, just as he for-
sake of acting. bade woman to be like a man in her ap-
The Prophet mentioned a terrible pearance. It is reported that Ibn Abbas
St o WEEYEr GRS S6° @ GURSE, said: “The Messenger of Allah has cursed
What is that curse? . . . men who imitate women and women who

imitate men.”

It is not permissible for men to wear fe-
male clothing, and it is not permissible for
women to wear male clothing. This prohi-
bition includes both serious and jocular
situations, as the Prophet threatened that
whoever acts like this will be cursed with
expulsion and banishment from the mercy
of Allah Almighty, since this act has a neg-
ative impact on the impersonator, which is
that a man gets used to tenderness and
softness, instead of the strength and
roughness with which he was created.

As for the woman, if she gets used to imi-
tating the man in clothing, she leaves be-
hind the softness, kindness, and tender-
ness that are innate in her.

*Red font indicates removed content.

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith
and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4,
Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 140

Second: No imitation of another gender
in clothes:

The Prophet forbade man to be like
woman in his appearance, just as he for-
bade woman to be like a man in her ap-
pearance. It is reported that Ibn Abbas
said: “The Messenger of Allah has
cursed men who imitate women and
women who imitate men.”

It is not permissible for men to wear fe-
male clothing, and it is not permissible
for women to wear male clothing. This
prohibition includes both serious and
jocular situations, as the Prophet threat-
ened that whoever acts like this will be
cursed with expulsion and banishment
from the mercy of Allah Almighty, since
this act has a negative impact on the
impersonator, which is that a man gets
used to tenderness and softness, instead
of the strength and roughness with
which he was created. As for the
woman, if she gets used to imitating the
man in clothing, she leaves behind the
softness, kindness, and tenderness that
are innate in her




63.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 62 (previously-
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 64; /slamic Studies
- Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 140)

Altered:

A restrictive prohibition on women not stomping their feet, removed in 2021 after appearing
in the 2020 edition, was reinstated in 2022 but toned down in 2023. According to an inter-
pretation of a Quranic verse (24: 31) which is understood as a prohibition on women "not
stomp their feet to make known what they conceal of their adornment,” women were for-
bidden to stomp their feet in the presence of strangers, so as to prevent their anklets from
drawing the attention of strangers to their legs. In 2023, the verse is explained as an en-
couragement aimed at protecting women and their chastity, without mentioning any poten-
tial temptation for men.

2022 2023-24
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8,
Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 64 Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 62
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[God Almighty said: women should] “not stomp their feet to make

[God Almighty said: women should] “not stomp their feet to ~ known what they conceal of their adornment” - women shall not
make known what they conceal ofthejr adornment” - stomp theirfeet when Wa/klng with the intention that their hidden

women shall not stomp their feet when walking, resonating adornment shall be made known, such as anklets and the likes of

the sound of their concealed adornments, such as anklets it.
and the likes of it, so that it will not attract the gazes of men. [This teaches:]

This teaches: Women’s chastity in their dressing, looks, and walk is one of the

The prohibition for women to stomp their feet when walking  things that Islamic religion urges to safeguard and protect.
in front of strangers, so that the sound of their concealed
adornments will not be heard.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Yellow highlight indicated altered content.
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Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, p. 131. (Previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 147; /slamic
Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 185.)

Altered:

In 2023, students are taught that Muslim women are to dress modestly in a way that does
not show their body features, so as not to attract attention of others. In the 2022 edition,
women were warned against attracting the attention of “strangers” but this was removed,
as well as the prohibition that Muslim women cannot dress like men (the latter is nonetheless

taught elsewhere in the textbook).

2021, 2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade

9,Vol. 2,2022, p. 147
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The Muslim woman’s Dress:

Allah has prescribed for the Muslim woman to be modest in
her dress in order to protect herself, maintain her honor, and
preserve her humility. Therefore, a woman must observe the
following in her dress:

1. Covers her body.

2. Should not be an adornment in itself, attracting the atten-
tion of strangers.

3. Should not be transparent.
4. Should be wide and conceal the size of body parts.
5. Should not resemble men’s clothing.
6. Should not be perfumed.
*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade

9,Vol. 2,2023-24, p. 131

The Muslim woman’s Dress and beauty:

Women in their nature love adornments, and thus Islam pro-
tected this side of them, and they can adorn themselves with
any type of permissible clothing and adornment. If a woman
wants to get out of her house and mix with men without her
male companion, she must make sure that her dress:

1. Covers her body.
2. Should not be tight or transparent.
3. Should not be an adornment in itself, attracting attention

4. Should not be perfumed




65.

Content Remaining

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, pp. 104-105.
(Previously - Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022, pp. 114
—-115; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 140 - 141.)

Remaining:

The 2022 edition of this example removed a sentence teaching that Allah will severely pun-
ish those who imitate the opposite sex. Nonetheless, students are presented with a hadith
about Muhammad cursing men and women who imitate the opposite sex. The textbook ex-
pands upon the hadith and teaches that men and women cannot dress like the opposite
sex, nor can they display the characteristics of the opposite sex, for they will become ac-
customed to this and abandon their innate character created by Allah: men cannot be fem-
inine and “tender,” whereas women cannot be “rough’ and “severe.” This is still taught in
2023.

2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh, Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade

Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 140 - 141. 9, Vol. 2, 2022, pp. 114 - 115; /slamic Studies -
: : Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022,
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Introduction: In Allah Almighty’s wisdom, He made the

characteristics of the male and the female to suit each of Ibn Abbas narrated: “The Messenger of Allah cursed the
them in dress, appearance, etc. This is the purpose of men who imitate women and the women who imitate
honoring, for violating this by imitating one of the sexes men.”

with the characteristics of the other is a departure from It is forbidden for @ man to imitate a woman with her

the innate character that Allah has created each sex with. own clothing or with her characteristics, such as imitation

Allah has ordained a severe punishment for that, as of her voice.

shown in the hadith of the lesson.
It is forbidden for a woman to imitate a man with his own
Ibn Abbas narrated: “The Messenger of Allah cursed the

men who imitate women and the women who imitate
” Imitating women leads to bad consequences for a man,

clothing.

men.
as he becomes accustomed to femininity, which is con-

AHEE A2 BT Wt IR s St Wenen i trary to the strength and masculinity he is created with by

clothing and adornment. Men have their own clothes and Allah
adornment, and so do women.



It is forbidden for a man to imitate a woman with her
own clothing or with her characteristics, such as imitation
of her voice.

It is forbidden for a woman to imitate a man with his own
clothing.

Imitating women leads to bad consequences for a man,
as he becomes accustomed to femininity, which is con-
trary to the strength and masculinity he is created with by
Allah.

If a woman becomes accustomed to imitating a man in
dress, she will have abandoned her innate femininity,
kindness, and tenderness.

Prove:

-Exaggeration and excessive tenderness is not suitable for
men.

-Roughness and severity do not suit women.

*Red font indicates removed content.

If a woman becomes accustomed to imitating a man in
dress, she will have abandoned her innate femininity,
kindness, and tenderness.

Prove:

-Exaggeration and excessive tenderness is not suitable for
men.

- Roughness and severity do not suit women.




66.

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Figh, and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2023-24, pp. 50-51 (previ-
ously - /slamic Studies — Tawhid, Figh, and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 51; /slamic
Studies — Tawhid, Figh, and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 75)

Remaining:

Third grade Islamic Studies students are taught that, as Muslims, they should adhere to a
specific, modest clothing etiquette. Students are told that a man must not resemble a
woman in his attire, and vice versa. Notably, while this idea existed in 2021 and remains in
2022 and 2023, a removed passage from 2021 instructed students not to wear the clothing
of non-Muslims. While the removal of the passage improved the lesson in the sense of tol-
erance and prejudice toward non-Muslims, it is still lacking in open-mindedness toward gen-
der roles.

2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Figh, and Suluk, Grade 3, Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Figh, and Suluk, Grade

Vol. 2, 2021, p. 75. 3, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 51
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Wearing appropriate clothing Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Figh, and Suluk, Grade
3, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 51

* | take pride in my humble national clothing, and | will not

resemble a non-Muslim. ' A palt ASLall 2 Auilagh Liliga ey il idagtl ol ci e '

P A gt
* It is forbidden for men to imitate women and for women LR =

men; as if men should imitate women in their clothing, or 3

women should imitate men in theirs. ’ dor 31l OlS Jla Sl o Lty o Ludlly Ilan A1 A p oo
[
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Wearing appropriate clothing
* | take pride in my humble national clothing.

* It is forbidden for men to imitate women and for
women men; as if men should imitate women in their
clothing, or women should imitate men in theirs.

*Red font indicates removed content.




67. Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 100. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 4,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 100; Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 86)

Remaining:

Gender stereotypes are reinforced through a social studies example about budgeting. In the
example, a boy and a girl must decide which product to buy — the more expensive item, or
the cheaper one. While the boy debates between two phones, the girl is shown to be de-
ciding between two handbags.

g £99 (e (0¥ 152 ) Olails B9 Bagamy Olipdos

'yi._uﬁ--

O eyl
.... -...
0, " 000
o "

68. Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 36. (Previously - Life and Family Skills,
Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 36.)

Remaining:

A lesson introduced in 2022, dedicated to spending free time in a useful way, presents third
graders with an exercise on house chores that their mother instructs or prohibits them from
doing. The mother is described as in charge of the house chores, and all featured pictures
show a girl carrying them out.
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Draw a [circle] under the photos of chores that my mother wishes me to do,
And a [square] under the photos of chores that | want to do,

And a [triangle] under the photos of chores that my mother prohibits me from doing.




69.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 86 (previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 89)

When teaching about chastity, it is explained that the spread of fornication in society leads
to contracting incurable diseases, possibly implying that sexually transmitted diseases are
divine punishment for adultery, or even homosexuality. The text bolsters the argument with
a hadith in which Muhammad warns about the public incidence of fornication.
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The spread of monstrous atrocities (fawahish) in society is among the reasons for contracting incurable diseases |[...].




Noteworthy Content

Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 122, 139. (Previously - Social Studies,
Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 58, 60; Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 57, 58.)

Remaining:

This Grade 6 social studies textbook teaches that Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 reform em-
phasizes the important role of Saudi women in bolstering Saudi society and its economy.
The text also teaches that Saudi Arabia seeks to provide women with greater opportunities,
and to increase the rate of women's participation in the labor market.
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The Kingdom’s Vision 2030 emphasizes the importance of the role of Saudi women, and it states:

Saudi women are an important part of our strength. We will continue to develop their talents, to benefit from their abilities,
and to enable them to access appropriate opportunities to build their future, so that they will take part in the development of

our society and economy.
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 aspires to achieve several goals, including:

The rate of women's participation in the labor [market]: today: 22%. 2030: 30%




/1.

New Content

Geography, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 44.

A geography textbook introduced in 2023 teaches content celebrating the first Saudi female
astronaut, as a part of a unit on the universe. The textbook teaches students about Saudi
Arabia’s programs for training astronauts and about the importance of space missions. The
textbook then presents an image of a female astronaut with the caption: “7The Kingdom ini-
tiates its astronaut program, and the first space flight for 2023 includes the first Saudi fe-
male astronaut”.
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The Kingdom initiates its astronaut program, and the first space flight for 2023 includes the first Saudi female astronaut.
What does the program include?

Male and female Saudi astronauts

The first female Saudi astronaut

Long term and short-term space missions

Research and experiments in the service of humanity




72.

Israel and Zionism

Content Removed

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 64. (Previously — Social Stud-
/es, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 64.)

Removed:

A grade 12 Social Studies textbook which is no longer taught as of 2023 defined Zionism as
a racist European movement that aims to expel Palestinians, and establish a Jewish state
by force. Interestingly, another textbook from 2017, which was not republished, defined Zi-
onism more neutrally as a movement that aims to unify the Jews of the Diaspora in Palestine.

It should also be noted that the parallel social studies textbook in the Pathways System,
which is still taught, removed the entire chapter addressing the Palestinian Cause which
included this example.

2017 2022
Social and National Studies 2, Grades 10-12, Level Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
2,2017, p. 46. 2022, p. 64.
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Zionism: Named after Zion, a mountain in Jerusalem, it
is a Jewish political movement, European in its origins
and beginnings, which aims at unifying the Jews of the

. . . . ) Concepts and Terms
Diaspora and settling them in Palestine. From this
movement the establishment of their state resulted in Zionism: A Jewish racist political movement, European in
the land of Palestine in 1948. its origins and beginnings, which aims to expel the Pales-

tinian people and establish a Jewish state by force by en-
couraging Jewish immigration into Palestine. It was named
after Mount Zion in Jerusalem.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.




73.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 72 (Previously - Social Studies,
Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 73.)

Removed:

A grade 12 Social Studies textbook which was removed in 2023 taught that “Zionists” delib-
erately tried to burn down the Al-Agsa Mosque in 1969. As is well-documented, an Australian
Christian fundamentalist tourist named Denis Rohan was in fact responsible for the attack.”
It should be noted that the parallel social studies textbook in the Pathways System, which
is still taught, had removed this false accusation in 2022.

b Jl &uaa o2 _]3‘3"- ?A)Lm_‘.l" Aaall yaSie AN Jodl SoGe Spda s Auns Eloasd saladls
aoar ad SSHLE By 4B 0] g aaBY el Algeall Aanlge 23! e 2VANE /2 WAL Ll
-Aead g A padl Jyal)

For the advancement of the Palestinian cause, the Islamic states convened the first Islamic summit in Rabat city in 1969 fol-
lowing the Zionist attack on the Al-Agsa Mosque and setting it on fire. The summit was attended by all Arab and Islamic coun-
tries.

¢ Eldad J. Pardo, "The Al-Agsa Fire—The Dangers of Manipulative Education: What Can Be Done," IMPACT-se,

August 23, 2016,

https://www.impact-se.org/the-al-agsa-fire-the-dangers-of-manipulative-education-what-can-be-done/.



https://www.impact-se.org/the-al-aqsa-fire-the-dangers-of-manipulative-education-what-can-be-done/

74.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 170. (Previously - Social Stuad-

/es, Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 169.)

Removed:

A grade 12 Social Studies textbook which is no longer taught as of 2023, taught students
that the Organization of Islamic Cooperation was established following “the criminal arson
that was perpetrated in the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque... by Zionist actors in the occupied city
of Jerusalem,” propagating the myth that the 1969 arson of the mosque was a conspiracy
perpetrated by the Israeli government. The text follows with the assertion that the OIC’s
purpose was to use “every means — political and military — to liberate Jerusalem from the

Zionist Occupation.”

It should be noted that in the equivalent textbook from the Pathways System, which is still
taught, this example was altered in 2022, and now omits the accusation that Israel perpe-
trated the arson (Socijal Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 113.).
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The Organization (of Islamic Cooperation) was established in Rabat, the Kingdom of Morocco, on 12 Rajab, 1389 AH (25 Sep-
tember, 1969) on the occasion of the first conference of leaders of the Islamic world, which was held in the Moroccan capital
following the criminal arson that was perpetrated in the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque on 8/6/1389 AH (21/8/1969) by Zionist ac-

tors in the occupied city of Jerusalem.

The leaders of the Islamic world who met in Rabat were able to establish their unity, form a consensus, and mobilize the nec-
essary force to confront this blatant aggression. In that meeting, the Organization was established, with its charter containing
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a guarantee to use every means — political and military — to liberate Jerusalem from the Zionist Occupation.




Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 15, 18, 34, 44, 64, 66, 73, 121, 180, 212,
213, 216, 217; Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 67, 161 (Previously - Social
Studlies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 69, 163; Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp.
17, 20, 36, 46, 66, 68, 75, 123, 182, 214, 215, 218, 219)

Removed:

The 2023 editions of grades 5 and 9 social studies textbooks show the systematic trend
of featuring the area of Israel proper and Palestine as unnamed, as opposed to the 2022
editions which marked it as “Palestine”. Most maps removed the names of all countries not
bordering Saudi Arabia, including Palestine, and in some cases all country names were re-
moved.

Social Studjes, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022 vs. 2023-24:

(left, p. 69, right, p. 67)

—

1/ __— ==
P o
X ‘ y on g N
—f 2 - —_of:
= A —3
" &
.
St
i . o S
e 1 %
- ¥ St i
— [RpseNp « SN Bz *
L.
... st st Aht) —— ¥ Ao g gy pa AL
\. & 2o / ,,\. & 2mie
f "
—J i
e =~ o

(left, p. 69, right, p. 67)

Social Studijes, Grade 9, Vol. 1-3, 2022 vs. 2023-24:
(left, p. 214, right, p. 212)
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/6.

/7.

Geography, Grades 10 - 12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 173 - 174. (Previously: Ge-
ography, Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 239 - 240; Geography, Grades 10 -

12 (Humanities,) 2021, pp. 239 - 240).

Removed:

Two maps in a geography textbook, which previously labeled Israel as Palestine, now do not
display the names of any country, including Israel.

2021 2022, 2023-24

Geography, Grades 10-12 (Humanities,) 2021, pp. Geography, Grades 10 - 12 (Pathways System),

239 -240. 2023-24, pp. 173 - 174; Geography, Grades 10-12
— = = (Courses System), 2022, pp. 239 - 240.
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Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 24 (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 7,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 26)

Removed:

A map which previously erased Israel, labeling the entire territory as “Palestine,” has now
removed the name Palestine, as well as all countries not bordering Saudi Arabia, leaving

the territory unlabeled.
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78.

Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 177,182 (Previously - Social Studies,

Grade 6,

Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 179, 184)

Removed:

Maps previously erasing Israel and labeling the entire territory as “Palestine”, have now re-
moved the name Palestine, leaving the territory unlabeled. In one of the maps, the names
of all countries not bordering Saudi Arabia, including Palestine, were removed, while the

other removed the names of all countries.
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79.

80.

Islamic Studies - Figh (7), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 13 (Previously - Figh
(7), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track,) 2021, p. 13

Removed:

Examples that featured maps which named the area of Israel proper as “Palestine” were
removed from the 20223 editions of Islamic jurisprudence and geography textbooks. A
map of the Arab World which names the territory of Israel proper as “Palestine” was re-
moved.

Geography - Grades 10-12 (Courses System - Humanities), 2022, p. 198 (previously -
Geography, Grades 10-12 (Humanities,) 2021, p. 198)

Removed:

A map of the world which names the territory of Israel proper as “Palestine” was removed.

=-'_. " dl!'d; _lli_JJrl",:
st

LT &
,ah-;.l‘.-_f,ﬁﬂ*-

| 1::#
i N




81.

82.

Geography, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 204. (Previously - Geography,
Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021, p. 204.)

Removed:

A world language map suggested that Arabic is the only language spoken in the Middle East
and MENA regions, disregarding Hebrew, Turkish, Persian, Kurdish, Amazigh, and other lan-
guages. This map was removed in the 2023 edition as a part of a unit which was entirely

removed.
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Geography, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 198, 221.
Removed:

In a few instances, maps demarcated the Green Line (or the 1949 Armistice demarcation
lines), implicitly recognizing the existence of two separate political entities (one of which is
Israel). These maps do not, however, mention Israel in name. The demarcation of the Green
Line seems to be unintentional as most maps, sometimes even on adjacent pages, do not
show it. This map was removed in the 2023 edition as a part of a unit which was entirely
removed.

A satellite image of the blessed land of Palestine.




83.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 70. (Previously - Social Studies,
Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 70.)

Removed:

In a grade 12 Social Studies textbook which is no longer taught as of 2023, students were
taught that Israel’s reasons for starting the Six-Day War were to expand its borders, take
over Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, and take control of oil wells in the Sinai
Peninsula.

It should be noted that in the parallel social studies textbook in the Pathways System, which
is still taught, the entire chapter addressing the Palestinian cause was removed in 2022,
which included this example.

2021 2022
Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
70. 2022, p. 70.
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) ) The reason for war was to achieve Zionism’s fundamen-
The reason for war was to make people not think of their . L

) ) ) tal goals, to expand their territories and take over the Is-
personal problems and to raise their morale. This act of . i o
) / o runity to achi lamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, as well as

aggressiveness also gave them an opportunity to achieve ) . . — .
?9 . . 25 i 4 o taking control over oil wells in the Sinai Peninsula. For
Zionism’s fundamental goals, to expand their territories L , .
i o o these reasons, the Zionist enemy used Egypt’s decision to
and take over the Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jeru- . . -
close the Straits of Tiran to Israeli ships as an excuse to

salem, as well as taking control over oil wells in the Sinai
attack . . .

Peninsula. For these reasons, the Zionist enemy used
Egypt’s decision to close the Straits of Tiran to Israeli
ships as an excuse to attack . . .

*Red font indicates removed content.




84.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 65 (previously - Social Studies,
Grades 10-12, (Joint track), 2021, p. 65)

Removed:

A passage titled the “British Mandate for Palestine,” in the 2022 edition of a high school
social studies textbook, was changed from the previously titled text “The Attempt to Create
the Zionist Entity” (2021). The 2022 edition also mitigated British involvement in the process,
while downplaying tropes associated with Jewish control over state apparatuses and the
economy. Statements pertaining to the British “appointing a great number of Jews to high-
ranking positions”, “facilitating affairs for the Jews to organize themselves and train to use
firearms,” and “supporting the Jews economically and militarily” were removed. The 2022
edition also removed a statement that the first High Commissioner of Palestine, Herbert
Samuel, was a Jew. Although he was in fact Jewish, the removal may signify an attempt to
divert the focus from Jewish-British involvement in the establishment of the state of Israel,
and mitigate antisemitic tropes. The textbook contained the false claim that Britain forced
Palestinian [Arabs] to sell their agricultural lands to "the Jews." The entire textbook was
removed in 2023.

2021 2022

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint track), 2021, p. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
65. 2022, p. 65.
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The Attempt to create the Zionist entity:

After WWI| ended, and Britain and its allies emerged vic-
torious, and the League of Nations accepted the British
Mandate for Palestine, which was affirmed in the San
Remo conference of 1338 AH/ 1920 AD, Britain began to
carry out its plans to implement the Balfour Declaration
by establishing a Zionist entity in Palestine.

Following are some of the measures that Britain has
taken to achieve this:

- It appointed the British Jewish Herbert Samuel as the
first British High Commissioner for Palestine, who had
made great efforts to help the Jews to establish their na-
tional homeland in Palestine.
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British Mandate for Palestine

After WWII ended, and Britain and its allies emerged vic-
torious, and the League of Nations accepted the British
Mandate for Palestine, which was affirmed in the San
Remo conference of 1338 AH/ 1920 AD, Britain began to
carry out its plans to implement the Balfour Declaration
by establishing a Zionist entity in Palestine.

Following are some of the measures that Britain has
taken to achieve this:

- It appointed the British Herbert Samuel as the first Brit-
ish High Commissioner for Palestine, who had made ef-
forts to help the Jews to establish their national home-
land in Palestine.
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- It established a Jewish agency to participate in the rule - It established a Jewish agency to participate in the rule

over Palestine, in 1340 AH/1922 AD. over Palestine, in 1340 AH/1922 AD.
- It appointed a great number of Jews to high-ranking po- - Forced the Palestinian families to sell their farming
sitions. lands to Jews.

- Forced the Palestinian families to sell their farming
lands to Jews.

- Facilitated affairs for the Jews to organize themselves
and train to use firearms.

- Supported the Jews financially and militarily.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Red font indicates removed content.
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Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 3, 16. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade
8, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 3, 18; Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 3, 18)
Removed:

In 2023, a picture of the White Mosque in Ramlah, featured in a chapter about the Umayyad
dynasty, no longer mentions that it is located in Palestine. The city, located near Tel Aviv,
was established in the 8th century during of the Umayyad era as the capital of Jund Filastin,
the military district of Palestine, in the Bilad al-Sham province.

This follows an alteration made in the 2022 edition, in which an image of the Al-Agsa Mosque
described as being located “in the city of Jerusalem in Palestine’ was removed.

2021 2022 2023-24
p. 3 p. 3 p. 3

The Shura Council of the Kingdom of The Shura Council of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabia

The Al-Agsa Mosque in the city of Jerusa-
lem in Palestine. p. 18: p. 16:

p. 18:

.

AL ¥ !
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The White Mosque in Ramlah in Pales-  The White Mosque in Ramlah.
The White Mosque in Ramlah in Palestine. pr—

*Green font indicates added content.

*Red font indicates removed content.
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86.

87.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 68. (Previously- Social Studies,
Grades 10-12 [Joint Program], 2021, p. 68.)

Removed:

The title of a lesson on the Arab-Israeli wars and Saudi Arabia’s stance on the conflict was
altered in the new 2022 edition, with its reference to “the Zionist entity” removed, and its
focus shifted to Arab “support of the Palestinian Cause.” Despite this, the lesson itself re-
mained the same. The entire textbook was removed in 2023.

2021 2022
Social Studlies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses Sys-
2021, p. 68. tem), 2022, p. 68.
A gguall GLSIH (e o3 yall Cad gall Sl Lyt Aol all Auadll medd 3 pall cad gall Al gl
Lesson Eight: The Arab Position Regarding the Zionist En- Lesson Eight: The Arab Position in Support of the Pales-

55 tinian Cause

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 75. (Previously - Social Studies,
Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, pp. 75 - 76.)

Removed:

In a grade 12 Social Studies textbook which is no longer taught as of 2023, students learnt
about the “Israeli enemy” in the context of the “Separation Wall.”

It should be noted that in 2022, the term “the Israeli enemy” was removed from this para-
graph in the parallel Pathways System social studies textbook, which is still taught, replacing
it with “the Israeli occupation” (Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p.
30).
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King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz presented a peace initiative at the Arab summit conference in 1423 AH/ 2002 AD. The Arab coun-
tries endorsed [this initiative] as a united Arab project to solve the Arab Palestinian conflict, and provide security for the re-
gion.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia condemned the Separation Wall built by the Israeli enemy, as well as the annexation of Arab
territories, as it submitted a complaint to the International Court of Justice, which issued a decision regarding the illegitimacy
of this wall.
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88. Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 231. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 8,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 233; Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 99.)

Removed:
As of 2023, descriptions of the Jordan Valley, the Jordan River, and the Dead Sea no longer

present all three as being located between Jordan and Palestine, avoiding Israel's geograph-
ical presence.

2022 2023-24
Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 233. Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 231.
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The Jordan Valley: e = — Al ’

[. . .] The valley is located along the Jordan River, between

Jordan and Palestine. It includes the Dead Sea. Uinz avaizin Vallian

[...] The valley is located along the Jordan River. It in-
cludes the Dead Sea.

*Red font indicates removed content.
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89.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 70 - 71. (Previously - Social
Studies, Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, pp. 70 - 71; Previously - Social Studies,
Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2019 - 2020, pp. 69 - 70; Social Studies, Grades 10 - 12

(Joint Track), 2017, pp. 140 - 41.)

Removed:

A grade 12 social studies textbook which is no longer taught referred to Israel as “the Zionist
enemy.”

The word “Israel” is removed from factual descriptions of the Six-Day War and the Yom Kip-
pur War in the 2019 and/or 2020 edition, and is replaced by the terms “Zionist” or “Zionist

enemy.””

2017 Edition:

o T SIRLOR PR (e e} VY e 1 2
oy g e s g e 8t S b 8 53 o o 3§ i e g 30

' B e e e AT gy s oLy SV £\ o o (1t S i 1) e

ilaliy i v B3 P Ly ey 1) S sl e bl | i/

S i D e e o o 5 e 3 s ) o 9 N

! 30ty 8 e dan g8 Sy

Yellow highlight indicates that the word “Israel” has been deleted, or replaced with “Zionist,” in the
2019 edition.

2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 Editions:

The word “Zionist,” marked in red, is now used instead of “Israel.”
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7 This change can be seen also in more pages in the textbook: Socjal Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
2022, pp. 32, 33, 35, 36, 39, 40, 59, 63.
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90.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 65. (Previously - Soc/al Studies,
Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 65.)

Removed:

The following photos, entitled “Construction of the Occupier Jews’ Settlements in Palestine,”
accompanied a text describing how the British Mandate helped the Zionist movement form
a national homeland. Settlements were built after 1967, and the West Bank Barrier at the
beginning of the twenty-first century, decades after the end of the British Mandate in May
1948. The textbook is no longer taught as of 2023.

It should be noted that the entire chapter addressing the Palestinian cause which included
this example was removed in 2022 in the parallel Pathways System social studies textbook,
which is still taught.

O o (il gl b e o) A

“Construction of the Occupier Jews’ Settlements in Palestine”
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91.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 63-64.

Removed:

Students were taught that the Jews “@id not have independent rule in Palestine except for
90 years aduring the time of David and Solomon.” The example ignored Jewish regimes and
major collective-presence periods throughout history in which various types and degrees of
Jewish/Israelite self-rule or full independence were practiced. The textbook is no longer
taught as of 2023.
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A Brief Overview of the History of Palestine:

Palestine has been an Arab land since the Semitic migrations from the Arabian Peninsula. The Canaanites dwelled there and
lived there for more than 1,500 years, and they fully ruled it. That is why Palestine is referred to by archeologists as the Land
of Canaan, after the Canaanites.

The Prophet of Allah Joshua, son of Nun, led the Children of Israel (the Jews) after the Prophet of Allah Moses, and brought
them into Palestine. Then came the Prophet of Allah David, who triumphed against Goliath, King of the Canaanites, and after
David’s death, the Prophet of Allah Solomon took over.

When Solomon passed away, the State was torn apart, it became weak, and it was taken over by neighboring states, as this
was followed by them rooting them out and scattering them all over. The Jews did not have independent rule in Palestine ex-
cept for 90 years during the time of David and Solomon.

Following this, Palestine became subjected to Persian rule, then to the Greeks, the Arab Nabataeans, and the Romans. In the
year 16H/637AD, the Islamic conquest arrived in Palestine during the reign of Caliph Umar bin Al-Khattab, as Jerusalem sur-
rendered, and Palestine returned to being Arab and Islamic from that point on until this day.

When the Crusades arrived in the Levant, they took over Jerusalem. In the year 583H/1187AD, the Muslims won the Battle of
Hattin, led by Saladin, and they entered Jerusalem after 91 years of Crusader occupation. The Muslims allowed the Jews to live
in Palestine as citizens under Islamic sovereignty, a situation that remained so during the reign of all the Muslim states until
the end of WWI, in which the Allies prevailed against the Turks and their German allies.
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92.

93.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 59.

Removed:

Students were taught that “the occupying Zionist enemy” builds settlements in the Negev,
the only land passageway between Egypt and the Arabian Peninsula. Thus, Israel was pre-
sented as an entity that severs the connection between Arab lands. The textbook referred
to “settlements” Israel builds in the Negev, even though it is part of Israel proper, designated
in UN Resolution 181. The textbook is no longer taught as of 2023.
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The Negev is the only land passageway between Egypt and the northern part of the Arabian Peninsula. Because of its im-
portant location, the occupying Zionist enemy established its settlements there.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 62.
Removed:

A passage praising the importance of olive trees in Palestinian culture and economy taught
students that the Palestinians suffer because “Occupation forces” cut down olive trees and
“destroy the region,” indicating that this is a wide-scale policy executed by Israel. The text-
book is no longer taught as of 2023.
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Enrichment Information:

Olive trees are considered among the most important agricultural crops in Palestine, as Palestinian olive oil is considered of
the finest quality. The Palestinians face suffering due to the Occupation forces that cut down olive trees and destroy the re-
gion.
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Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 149. (Previously - Ara-
bic Language (5) - Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 149.)

Removed:

In a literature textbook for high school, a reference to the occupation of Palestine was re-
moved from a passage about the issues Saudi poets have been addressing in their writing.
The passage previously mentioned "Arab revolts against the occupation in Palestine and
Algeria” as one of these topics. The 2023 edition, as mentioned, removed this sentence,
while other references to the occupation of Palestine in a similar context were not removed
(see pages 148 and 154 of the same textbook).

2022 2023-24
Arabic Language (5) - Literature Studjes, Grades Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways Sys-
10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 149. tem), 2023-24, p. 149.
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[This group of Saudi poets] were also interested in social
[This group of Saudi poets] were also interested in social issues and Arab issues and also humanitarian issues such

issues such as poverty, ignorance and deprivation, and as freedom and fighting against discrimination.
Arab issues such as Pan-Arabism and the Arab revolutions

against the occupation of Palestine and Algeria, and also
humanitarian issues such as freedom and fighting against
discrimination.

* Red font indicates removed content.
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95.

Content Altered

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 24-25, 32-35. (Previ-
ously - Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 26-27, 34-37; Social
Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, pp. 32-36, 67.)

Altered:

This 2022 edition of the high school social studies textbook somewhat toned down the
terminology used to refer to Israel, replacing references to the country as “the Zionist en-
emy” with “the Israeli occupation army.” The textbook also removed references to Israel as
“the Israeli enemy,”replacing them with “the /sraeli occupation,”and the term “the Zionists”
was replaced with “the /sraelis,” or “the Israeli occupation army.” These changes, which were
made throughout the textbook, partially reduce the animosity and non-recognition of Israel
expressed elsewhere in the textbook. It should be noted, however, that the new textbook
uses the terms “the Israeli occupation army” and “Israeli occupiers” in the context of the
1948 War, implicitly delegitimizing the existence of the State of Israel. This was not changed
in 2023.

2021 Edition, pp. 34-37:

The term “the Zionist enemy’ is marked in red.
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2022 Edition, pp. 34-37; 2023-24 Edition, pp. 32-35

The term “the Israeli occupation army’ is marked in green.
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2021 Edition, p. 67:
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The term “the Zionists" is marked in red.

2022 Edition, pp. 26-27; 2023-24 Edition, pp. 24-25:
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The terms “the Israeli occupation army,” and “the Israeli occupiers”are marked in green.
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96.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 111 (Previously - Social/
Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 113; Social Studies, Grades 10-12
(Joint Program), 2021, p. 169.)

Altered:

The 2022 edition of the Social Studies textbook no longer propagated the myth that the
1969 Al-Agsa Mosque arson was a conspiracy perpetrated by Israel — an alteration continu-
ing in 2023. The textbook removed a sentence teaching that the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation was established following “the criminal arson that was perpetrated in the
blessed Al-Agsa Mosque... by Zionist actors in the occupied city of Jerusalem.” However,
the textbook still teaches that the OIC’s purpose was to use “every means — political and
military — to liberate Jerusalem from the Israeli Occupation,” implying that the liberation of
Jerusalem is a noble cause.

2021 2022, 2023-24
Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),
p. 169; Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses Sys- 2023-24, p. 11, Social Studies, Grades 10-12
tem), 2022, p. 170. (Pathways System), 2022, p. 113.
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The Organization (of Islamic Cooperation) was estab- The Organization (of Islamic Cooperation) was estab-
lished in Rabat, the Kingdom of Morocco, on 12 Rajab, lished in Rabat, the Kingdom of Morocco, on 12 Rajab,
1389 AH (25 September, 1969) on the occasion of the 1389 AH (25 September, 1969) on the occasion of the
first conference of leaders of the Islamic world, which first conference of leaders of the Islamic world, which
was held in the Moroccan capital following the criminal was held in the Moroccan capital.

arson that was perpetrated in the blessed Al-Agsa
Mosque on 8/6/1389 AH (21/8/1969) by Zionist actors in
the occupied city of Jerusalem.

The leaders of the Islamic world who met in Rabat were
able to establish their unity and to form a consensus.

In that meeting, the Organization was established, with
The leaders of the Islamic world who met in Rabat were

] o . its charter containing a guarantee to use every means —
able to establish their unity, form a consensus, and mobi-

political and military — to liberate Jerusalem from the Is-

lize the necessary force to confront this blatant aggres- . .
’ o ) raeli Occupation.

sion. In that meeting, the Organization was established,

with its charter containing a guarantee to use every

means — political and military — to liberate Jerusalem

from the Zionist Occupation.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Red font indicates removed content.

12




97.

98.

Content Remaining

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 24 (Previously - Social
Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 26; Social Studies, Grades 10-12
(Courses System), 2022, p. 68)

Remaining:

Students are taught that in 1948, “the establishment of the occupying state of Israel was
announced.” This rendering ignores the fact that Israel has been an internationally recog-
nized independent state from its inception.
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On 15/5/1948, Britain withdrew from Palestine, and the establishment of the occupying State of Israel was announced.

History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System) - Second Year, 2023-24, p. 167 (previously -
History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System) - Second Year, 2023-24, p. 167)

Remaining:

A section praising King Salman for his humanitarian activity refers to Israel as “the Zionist
Enemy” in relation to his role as the head of a committee to support Egypt and Syria following
the 1973 Yom Kippur War. King Salman also headed a committee to aid the Palestinians
following the 1967 Six-Day War, indicated by a picture of him meeting with Yasser Arafat.
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And because care for the wellness of all is among his traits, he dedicated a large portion of his life to helping the Muslims eve-
rywhere through fundraising committees and various aid programs such as [...] the people’s committee to support the effort in
Egypt and Syria following the 1973 war with the Zionist enemy.
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99. Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 216 (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 9,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p.218).
Remaining:

Israel is erased from a map in a social studies textbook. The map labels the entire territory
of Israel, the Palestinian Authority and Hamas-controlled Gaza as “Palestine.”
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100. Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 226, 244. (Previously — Social Studies,
Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 228, 247, Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 94, 113.)

Remaining:

Israel’s existence is ignored on maps throughout this textbook. The entire territory of is la-
beled “Palestine,” and marked as an Arab Muslim country, with no country name or delinea-
tion lines for Israel’s presence.
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[Map key: light green:] Arab Countries
[Green:] Islamic Countries
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101.

Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 128, 148, 154, 170 (Previously - Social

Studlies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 130, 150, 156, 172)

Remaining:

In a grade 5 social studies textbook, maps of Saudi Arabia which show the names of the

region’s countries appear to erase Israel and label its entire territory as “Palestine”.
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102. [Islamic Studies - Qira‘at (2), Grades 10-12, (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 16 (/slamic
Studies - Qira‘at (2), Grades 10-12, (Pathways System), 2022, p. 18)

Remaining:

A map of the Muslim world in an Islamic Studies textbook erases Israel, labeling its entire
territory as “Palestine”.

103. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 24 (Previously - Social
Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 26; Social Studies, Grades 10-12
(Courses System), 2022, p. 67)

Remaining:

The below example depicts Zionists prior to the establishment of Israel as cunning and de-
vious. Students are taught that Haim Weizmann, a prominent Zionist leader and future Pres-
ident of the State of Israel, tried to bribe King Ibn Saud to “abandon the issue of Palestine,”
and not be “a@ major obstacle to the Zionist movement’s ambitions.” The textbook describes
Ibn Saud’s response, who considered Weizmann’s “criminal audacity”as despicable and vile.
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What are the contents of this letter?

As a result of King Abdulaziz’s strong position during the beginning of the Second World War, Haim Weizmann, head of the
World Zionist Organization, sent a request through one of the Europeans to King Abdulaziz, to abandon the issue of Palestine
in exchange for a large sum of money, because he and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia constitute a major obstacle to the Zionist

movement’s ambitions.
What was King Abdulaziz’s response?

King Abdulaziz’s response arrived: There is personal hostility between me and Weizmann, because he had the criminal audac-
ity to offer me despicable payment for me to be a traitor to my religion and my country. Is there any greater vileness or mean-
ness than this?!
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104. Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 68 (previously - Social Studies, Grade 7,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 70).
Remaining:

In a passage on Islamic architecture and the historical construction of fortresses and cita-
dels, students are taught that the city of Acre is part of Palestine, not Israel.
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Fortresses and Citadels:

Muslims were devoted to building citadels and fortresses in order to protect the borders of the State — small, fortified cities
that include places of residence, public facilities, water, and markets. Among the most famous of these are the Citadel of
Aleppo in Syria, the Citadel of Saladin in Cairo, Krak des Chevaliers in Homs, Syria, the Citadel of Acre in Palestine, and the Aj-
loun Castle in Jordan.

105. Arabic Language (2) - Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),
2023-24, p. 69 (previously - Arabic Language (2) - Language Competencies, Grades 10-
12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 67).

Remaining:

An Arabic writing exercise features the sentence “the Muslims will never give up Jerusalem”,
alluding to the possibility that Jerusalem is under threat — perhaps by Jews or Israel - of
being devoid of Muslims, or that Muslims shall have no place within it.
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The Muslims will never give up Jerusalem.
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106.

Noteworthy Content

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 28-29. (Previously - So-
cial Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 76; Social Studies, Grades 10-12
(Pathways System), 2022, pp. 30-31; Social Studjes, Grades 10-12 (Joint Program),
2021, p. 76; Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2020, p. 76; Social Studies,
Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2019, p. 75.)

A high school social studies textbook teaches about the 2018 Jerusalem Summit hosted by
Saudi Arabia, recognizing “occupied East Jerusalem” as the capital of the Palestinian State.
This is remarkable, since specific reference to East Jerusalem, as opposed to Jerusalem in
general, are rare to find in textbooks of Arab countries.
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Jerusalem Summit of 1439AH/[2018AD]

King Salman ibn Abd al-Aziz declared the 29th Arab summit of 29 Rajab 1439 [= 15 April 2018] in the city of Dhahran “the
Jerusalem Summit,” clarifying that “Palestine and its people are in the conscience of all Arabs and Muslims.” The concluding
speech of the summit contained a validation of the centrality of the Palestinian Cause to the entire Arab nation, and the vali-
dation of the Arab identity of occupied East Jerusalem, the capital of the state of Palestine |...]
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107.

Regional and Domestic Issues

Content Removed

Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 20. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 5,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 22; Social Studies and Civics, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 22.)

Removed:

In a lesson about the second caliph Umar bin Al-Khattab, the Persian Zoroastrians were
mentioned as those who conspired to murder him while he was praying, due to him spread-
ing Islam in their country. In 2023, the problematic elements have been removed, omitting
the accusation of a Zoroastrian conspiracy to murder Umar due to his successful campaigns
in the Iranian region. Rather, the Zoroastrian descent of Umar’s assassin now seems mainly

anecdotal and far less conspicuous.

2021, 2022
Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 22.

oA W B g il llasell 5y yec Aadaell 1B sl B O3 e pugoeall 00
aa e mu S OIS I gl g8 33030 Lol Isleuyls dia ezt tal sy sl s
el e enell B 5 =l $s Jol 2 s 2 s oee 3 Sl alew e g il

.5 g0el! 3ol

The “majus” [pejorative for Zoroastrian] from the Land of
Persia [bilad fars] plotted to murder the Caliph Umar ibn
Al-Khattab, who spread Islam across Persia and Al-Sham
[Levant, greater Syria] to take revenge against him. They
sent Abu Lu'lu'ah Fairuz Al-Majusi, who worked at the ser-
vice of one of the Sahaba [The Prophet’s friends]. He
stabbed Caliph Umar while he was beginning his dawn
prayer at the Prophet’s Mosque [Al-Masjid an-Nabawi] in
Holy Medina.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

2023-24
Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 20.
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The Caliph Umar ibn Al-Khattab was murdered by Abu
Lu'lu'ah Fairuz Al-Majusi, who worked at the service of one
of the Sahaba [The Prophet’s friends]. He stabbed Caliph
Umar while he was beginning his dawn prayer at the
Prophet’s Mosque [Al-Masjid an-Nabawi] in Holy Medina.
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108. Critical Thinking, Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 35.
Removed:

A critical thinking textbook no longer teaches morality and decision-making through a story
implicitly criticizing Western values. An example was removed from the textbook recounting
the story of Saudi trainee pilot who, upon realizing that the plane was about to crash, de-
cided against the judgment of his American instructor (who ejected himself from the plane)
and crashed the plane into the sea instead of a populated area, thereby saving many lives.
While the text demonstrates the positive outcome of the Saudi trainee who sacrificed his
life, it nonetheless contains the negative implication of the American instructor’'s decision
based on an incorrect, foreign set of values. The story was removed in the 2023 edition of
the textbook.
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[Partial Translation]

Due to technical issues during the drill flight, the plane experienced a sudden accident |[...]

Instructor Seth [Sash]: lets jump with the ejection seats |[...]

Second lieutenant Fahad: Impossible, because the plane will explode, and as you can see, the area is heavily populated.
Instructor Seth [Sash]: We must leave the plane or else we will both crash.

The instructor ejected from the plane and found himself outside of it, while second lieutenant Fahad directed the plane toward
the beach, and with declining speed it crashed into the sea, whereupon he [Fahad] died.
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Noteworthy Content

109. Critical Thinking, Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 118, 127, 147. (Previously
- Critical Thinking, Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 118, 127, 147)

In the Critical Thinking textbook, several texts are dedicated to presenting the Muslim Broth-
erhood as terrorists errant in their behavior. For instance, they are accused of harming the
internal unity of the Muslim community, attempting to take over the rule of the state, having
no interest in promoting Islamic values, and seducing children to join their organization, ex-
ploiting them for their nefarious ideals.
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Anything that affects unity in respect of Muslim rulers, such as spreading doubts and [wrong] ideas, or establishing groups
that require a pledge of allegiance [to their leader], loyalty or promise to [maintain] propaganda and order, or anything of the
sort, is forbidden according to the Qur’an and the way of the Prophet. The Muslim Brotherhood are at the forefront of these
groups of which we warn. It is a deviant group, laboring to oppose and rebel against rulers, instigate civil wars in countries,
and shake the [foundations of] coexistence in the homeland [...]

[Pictures right to left]
Terrorist explosion - [the headquarters of Saudi] Public Security in Riyadh - April 21, 2004
Terrorist explosion - Khobar [Towers] - January 25, 1996 (p. 118)
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Grooming in the Muslim Brotherhood group begins at a young age, so that it is easier to train them and control their wishes
and feelings and “play” with their emotions. The group absconds with the young to beaches, resorts, ball courts, summer cen-
ters and graveyards, and once the children and the group’s followers gullibly swear allegiance to them, it is impossible for
them to discuss, argue or ask questions. More so, they can only follow orders without contemplation, as the group begins giv-
ing secret directives which they cannot divulge [to anyone]. (p. 127)
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[Partial Translation]

What is the implicit goal of the terrorist group the Muslim Brotherhood? And what are their methods for influencing young
men and women to turn them from moderation to extremism and violence? And what is our national role - as critical thinkers
- in unveiling their falseness during each stage of drafting followers?

[.]
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10. [Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2023-24, pp. 37-38 (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2022, pp. 42-43;
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 66-67; /slamic
Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2020, p. 178)

A grade 9 Islamic Studies lesson teaches students to beware of “deviant groups’ such as
Hezbollah, Al-Qaeda, ISIS and the Tablighi Jamaat, as they exploit religion for their own
interests. Special attention is given to the Muslim Brotherhood, which is accused of contra-
dicting Islam and fomenting conflict, with the sole purpose of seizing power. The text also
states that extremist terrorist groups under the Muslim Brotherhood “wreaked havoc in the

country and among the people, as known and evident in crimes of violence and terrorism
around the world.”
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Warning Against Deviant Groups

A Muslim must adhere to the Book and the Sunnah methodically and behaviorally, as he is warned against contradicting them
by adding or subtracting. The Council of Senior Scholars in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has clarified that anything that affects
the unity, national cohesion, the consensus around the ruler, the spreading of similarities and ideas, and the establishment of
groups, organizations, sects, and parties is considered forbidden according to the Book and Sunnah.

Those terrorist sects and parties include the party called Hezbollah, Al-Qaeda, ISIS, the Tablighi Jamaat, and other parties and
sects that seek to divide societies, incite them, and exploit religion for their interests. This is what the Ministry of Interior
warned against and clarified their hostility and hatred for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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Those deviant groups also include the group that calls itself the Muslim Brotherhood, a statement issued by the Council of
Senior Scholars in the Kingdom warned against this group in particular, as well as other deviant groups that do not represent
the approach of Islam, but rather follow their partisan goals that contradict the guidance of our true religion, hiding from reli-
gion and practicing what contradicts it in terms of dividing, inciting against safe societies, and stirring up sedition, violence,

and terrorism.

At the forefront of these groups that we warn against is the Muslim Brotherhood, for it is a deviant group based on arguing
with rulers, rebelling against leaders, stirring up strife in countries, destabilizing coexistence in the unified nation, and describ-
ing Islamic societies as ignorant. Since its establishment, this group has not shown any interest in the Islamic faith, nor in the
lore of the Book and the Sunnah, but its goal is to seize leadership. Therefore, the history of this group has been full of evils
and temptations, as it gave birth to extremist terrorist groups that wreaked havoc in the country and among the people, as
known and evident in crimes of violence and terrorism around the world.
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111.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 89. (Previ-
ously: /slamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 100; /s-
lamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 100; /slamic Studies
- Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Courses System, Joint Program), 2021, p. 204.)

A section on the oath of allegiance to the ruler (baya) accuses separatist sects and “errant
parties and groups’ (“internationalist groups’ in 2021) of promoting harmful ideas on this
oath of allegiance, and its impact on the homeland’s political affairs. It is worth noting that
in a later chapter in the textbook, these parties and groups are further discussed, as they
include the Muslim Brotherhood, al-Qaeda, ISIS, Hezbollah, Al-Jihad Al-Islami, Ansar-Allah
(the Houthis) and Al-Sururiya (dubbed a Khawarij group).

Since 2022, the textbook no longer criticizes the Shii perceptions of governance (the
preeminent authority of the Hidden Imam over the Islamic community); and Western demo-
cratic systems of governance, including holding elections. However, the textbook still spe-
cifically identifies the so-called “secret guide” [of the Muslim Brotherhood (allegedly the true
leader who clandestinely controls the operations of the organization and instructs the gen-
eral guide)] as a wrong perception of allegiance.

While the 2021 edition construed the three as un-Islamic forms of governance, which stem
from foreign propagators of “political Islam,” the 2022 edition now only generally labels the
one as “contrary to the correct approach.”

2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10 - 12
(Courses System, Joint Program), 2021, p. 204.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Path-
ways System), 2023-24, p. 89; /slamic Studies—
Tawhid (7), Grades 10 - 12, (Pathways System),
2022, p. 100; /slamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades
10 - 12, (Courses System), 2022, p. 100;
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Enlightenment:

Partel Transiaso) Theorists of errant parties and groups and of separatist

sects have striven to define the meaning of allegiance

The oath of allegiance [bay‘a]... is one of the most im- with several misleading meanings that are in accordance

portant elements of the system of government for any with their orientations, and which resulted in the belit-

country. It is one of the most important factors for its sta- tling of the ruler’s rights and the destabilization and pen-

bility and development.

... In the era of the modern nation-state, theorists and
sheikhs of internationalist groups and separatist sects
have attempted to construe the meaning of allegiance in
accordance with their orientations. Sometimes they es-
tablish the meaning of allegiance to strengthen the rela-
tive position of a hidden guide [murshid], and sometimes

etration of homelands. These meanings include the fol-
lowing:

1- That the oath of allegiance and its mechanisms and
conditions were not given by texts with conclusive evi-
dence, but rather by general texts. This meaning is con-
trary to the correct approach.
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to propagate a hidden Imam, and at other times to prop- 2- Linking the meaning of allegiance with the intention of

agate Western democracy and elections. In so doing they strengthening the relative position of a hidden guide
use theories of the political Islam that is managed by se- [murshid] or jurist whose command and thought they
cret groups and organizations from outside the country, control, rather than the legal ruler to whom guardian-
while laboring to confirm that their groups and organiza- ship was assembled and governance was established.
tions or [ideological] school deserve loyalty above that to This meaning is also contrary to the correct approach.

their homeland or its ruler [...]

And these [groups] have attempted to impose their reli-
gious mandate on the [general] understanding of the
pledge of allegiance and the homeland |[...]

112. Critical Thinking, Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 109. (Previously - Critical
Thinking, Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 109.)

The importance of implementing critical thinking is described as crucial to strengthening
ties between the Saudi individual and his religious and national responsibilities, as well as
preventing extremist and detrimental thinking. The text considers as terrorist groups “the
Muslim Brotherhood and their followers, or those who agree with them, for instance the
Sururiyun [a Saudi salafist movement], al-Qaeda, al-Jihad, al-Takfir wa-I-Hjjra.”
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The skills of critical thinking assist in doing away with the line of bigotry, as they include: the ability to implement reason and
thought; distinguishing between one’s feelings toward a situation and the extant information about it; refraining from passing
quick judgment based on other views and without scrutiny; the will to connect premises and conclusions; inclining to under-
stand relations between things in proper context. These skills prevent the individual from becoming an extremist and a bigot,
for the application of critical thinking effectively renders him opposite and impervious to extreme or generally bigoted
thought. Moreover, [critical thinking] pushes him closer to his national and religious obligations. Critical thinking skills causes
the citizen to reject erroneous thought and terrorist movements and groups, and to discover the dogmatic and intellectual
perversions of extremist groups, such as the terrorist Muslim Brotherhood and their followers, or those who agree with them,
for instance the Sururiyun [a Saudi salafist movement], al-Qaeda, al-Jihad, al-Takfir wa-I-Hijra.
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13. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 45-46 (Previously - So-
cial Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 47-48; Social Studies, Grades
10-12 (Courses System, Joint Program), 2021, pp. 47-48.; Social Studies, Grades 10-12
(Courses System, Joint Program), 2020, pp. 47-48; Social Studies, Grades 10-12
(Courses System, Joint Program), 2019, pp. 45-47)

A high school social studies textbook teaches about Saudi Arabia’s role in fighting terrorism.
The section, titled “the war against terrorism”, describes Islam as a religion of love and tol-
erance and denounces terrorism and extremism. The section explains that Saudi Arabia has
suffered from acts of terrorism, including suicide attacks that led to the killing of innocent
people, and explicitly condemns such acts according to the principles of Islam. The section
also focuses on manifestations of Islamic extremism (the ghul/at and the Kharijites who as-
sassinated the third and fourth caliphs ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan and ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib) in early me-
dieval history, as well as the Saudi Arabia’s role in establishing the Islamic Military Alliance
(which has 41 member states) to fight terrorism in 2015.
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[Partial translation]
The war against terrorism

Islam is the religion of wasatiyya [middle way, moderation] - not of exaggeration which leads to extremism and not of negli-
gence which leads to decay, as God Almighty said: “Thus We appointed you a midmost nation that you might be witnesses to
the people, and that the Messenger might be a witness to you”.

Our Prophet Muhammad called for moderation in worship and in ideology |[...]
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Throughout Islamic history, groups of extremists appeared, like the Kharijites during Uthman’ ibn Affan’s rule as caliph, whose
extremism led them to kill the caliph Uthman and then the Caliph Ali ibn Abi Talib.

In our contemporary history, groups and factions with extreme ideologies and practices have appeared, performing deeds that
resulted in disasters and calamities. In the wake of the wars and displacement that some Islamic countries have seen, extrem-
ists have appeared, purporting to elevate Islam and the Muslims. But they brought about suicide and the murder of Muslims,

asylum seekers, and innocents.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, like other countries who suffered from the terrorism of extremists, saw how they carried out
bombings, destruction, and the killing of innocents [...].

The kingdom hastened to stand by different countries to face and fight this disease by every means possible, and declare that
Islam is free from these [terrorist] acts, and that it is a religion of love and peace [...]

114. History, Grade 10-12 (Pathways - Second Year), 2023-24, p. 165 (Previously: History,
Grade 10-12 (Pathways - Second Year), 2022, p. 165; History, Grades 10-12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 183; History, Grades 10-12, 2021, p. 181; History, Grades 10-12, 2020,
p. 166; History, Grades 10-12, 2019, p. 166)

A high school history textbook presents Saudi foreign policy, and particularly the policies of
King Salman, as one that preserves stability in the region— which includes containing ter-
rorism and radicalism. This position is given as justification for the controversial Saudi inter-
vention in Yemen's civil war, the Houthis reportedly being supported by Iran; it can also be
seen as an attempt to counterbalance the equally controversial Iranian infiltration of that
Arab country.
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The Political Level:

Foreign policy during King Salman ibn Abd al-Aziz's rule became active and influential, the result of its status, capabilities and
origins [Saudi Arabia]. The Saudi stance followed the direction to maintain legitimacy in Yemen, fighting terrorism and extrem-
ism, and supporting international efforts to strengthen stability in the Arab region.

[Translation of text under photo]: King Salman ibn Abd al-Aziz is awarded the Order of [the Federal Republic of] Nigeria.
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15. History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System — Second Year), 2023-24, p. 92; Social Studies,
Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 43. (Previously - History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System
- Second Year), 2022, p. 94; History, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 110; So-
cial Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 45. History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track),
2021, p. 109; Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 43.)

Recent editions of the textbook (2021-2023) describe the Ottomans as the enemies of the
Saudi state. Maintaining this message, since 2022 textbooks systematically describe the
Ottomans as “aggressors” (mutad)), instead of the term “ghazi”, which can be understood
both in the negative sense of invaders, but also in a positive Islamic sense as someone
engaged in holy war. This change was probably intended to prevent this ambiguity, thereby
removing any trace of Islamic legitimacy from the Ottomans, and in turn increasing that of
the Saudis who fought them. While explicit criticism against modern Turkey was not identi-
fied, the overall negative portrayal of the Ottomans as “aggressors” may potentially extend
to modern Turkey. Notably, the aggression of the Ottomans is demonstrated in the text,
relating how they fired cannons at the holy land of Medina during the Battle of Medina in
1227AH/1812AD. The Ottomans continued to fire their cannons even after a ceasefire had
been called, resulting in more fatalities.

2021 2022, 2023-24
History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track), 2021, p. History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System — Sec-
109. ond Year), 2023-24, p. 92; History, Grades 10-12
(Pathways System — Second Year), 2022, p. 924
R o History, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p.
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Battle of Holy Medina

The Saudi defending forces [Murabitun] and people R B

showed extreme courage in protecting Holy Medina. But Battle of Holy Medina

the huge numbers of the invading [ghaziya] forces and T Sl ol einding foaes [Raselim and paasls

their wickedness in having no respect for the sanctity of the Sireed eiEnE GavE [ pretEEE ety s

city where the Prophet's mosque and shrine exist, led the
Saudis to surrender. They did this on the condition that [the
Ottomans] would not damage the city or harm its inhabit-

But the huge numbers of the aggressor forces and their
wickedness in having no respect for the sanctity of the

‘ ‘ ] ) city where the Prophet's mosque and shrine exist, led
ants. The invading forces did not comply with the treaty,

the Saudis to surrender. They did this on the condition
and after entering [the city] began firing cannons to kill

that [the Ottomans] would not damage the city or

more. harm its inhabitants. The aggressor forces did not com-
ply with the treaty, and after entering [the city] began
firing cannons to kill more.
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 43. Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 45; So-

cial Studjes, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 43.
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) ) The End of the First Saudi State:
The End of the First Saudi State:

The Imam Abdullah bin Saud was a brave leader who

The Imam Abdullah bin Saud was a brave leader who faced . . . .
faced the enemies with great courage with his loyal

th j ith t ith his loyal but th
£ SASMIESMWIER JIEQREORIGS WAL [0y Med, OUE S8 men, but the armies of the aggressor [mu‘tadiya] Otto-

j the invad hazi Ott tat t by th .
S 3 2 B e VY et SSeris S ) B man state sent by the Ottoman Wali of Egypt, Muham-

Ottoman Wali of Egypt, Muhammad Ali, were huge... mad Ali, were huge...

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.

116. Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 45 (previously - Social Studies, Grade 6,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 47; Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 46; Social Studies, Grade 6,
Vol. 1, 2020, p. 55. Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2019, pp. 55, 57, 60)

A Grade 6 social studies textbook contains graphic illustrations of battles that ensued be-
tween the Saudis and the Ottomans. The Saudis generally wear green uniforms (green is
widely recognized as a symbol of Islam), as opposed to the red Ottomans. The illustrations
in 2019 contained graphic imagery of explosions, firing guns and canons towards soldiers
and horses, and setting them on fire. However, since 2020, the illustrations visualizing the
battle and the violence were removed or made smaller. Nonetheless, in the texts that the
illustrations accompany as early as 2019, the Ottomans are demonized and portrayed as
cruel invaders and occupiers who perpetrate bloodshed, torture, and merciless Killing.

2019 2020 (p. 55), 2021 (p. 46), 2022 (p. 47), 2023-24 (p.
45)

[Top: p. 55] lllustration of the Saudi heroine Ghaliya al-
Bugmiyya commanding the battle against the invading

Ottoman forces.
f Illustration of the Saudi heroine Ghaliya al-Bugmiyya com-

[Right, p. 57]: lllustration of one of the battles of Asir manding the battle.
and Wadi Zahran

[Left, p. 60]: lllustration of the firing battle in al-
Dar’iyya
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117. History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System - Second Year), 2023-24, p. 90. (Previously:
History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System - Second Year), 2022, p. 92; History, Grades
10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 108; History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track), 2021,
p. 107; History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track), 2020, p. 100; History, Grades 10-12

(Humanities Track), 2019, p. 100)

The alliance of the Saud family with Wahhabism stands at the core of Saudi Arabia’s religious
and political legitimacy. Yet, the designation of Saudi Arabia as a “Wahhabi state” is seen
here as a distortion and denigration—a propaganda ploy by the Ottomans. In the 2022 ver-
sion, it is added that the Ottomans’ ploy was motivated by their dislike of the perceived lofty
status of the first Saudi state in the Arab and Islamic world, which is owing to the fact that
they brought stability and prosperity to the Arabian Peninsula, security to the pilgrimage
routes, and took care of the Two Holy Mosques.

2021

History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track), 2021, p.

107.
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2- Political and Religious Distortion

The Ottoman state has acted to distort the underlying
truth in the first Saudi state by disseminating false in-
formation about its principles. Examples include dub-
bing it the "The Wahhabi State" and spreading lies that
the first Saudi state adopted a new legal religious
school [madhhab].

*Green font indicates added content.

2022, 2023-24

History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System - Second

Year), 2023-24, p. 90; History, Grades 10-12 (Path-

ways System - Second Year), 2022, p. 92; History,
Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 108.
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2- Political and Religious Distortion

The Ottoman state has acted to distort the underlying
truth in the first Saudi state by disseminating false infor-
mation about its principles. Examples include dubbing it
the "The Wahhabi State" and spreading lies that the first
Saudi state adopted a new legal religious school [madh-
hab]. This was because the first Saudi state brought sta-
bility and prosperity to the Arabian Peninsula and secu-
rity to the pilgrimage routes and took care of the Two
Holy Mosques, which increased its status in the Arab and
Islamic world. The aggressor Ottoman state did not like
that, so it resorted to slanderous propaganda and war.
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18. [Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 90, 92-93.
(previously: /slamic Studies - Tawhid (7), Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 101,
103-104; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 101,
103-104; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 209; /s/lamic
Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Joint Program), 2020, p. 208, 211; /slamic Studies -
Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Joint Program), 2019, p. 207; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (1),
Grade 10-12 (Joint Program), 2018, p. 207)

In a chapter on the pledge of allegiance to the Muslim ruler, students learn that it is a sin to
incite and rebel against the Saudi ruler, or to insult him. Instigating verbal, written, or armed
challenges against him is strictly forbidden, as it encourages people to disobey or attack
him. The passage also states that all must obey him in “pleasant and unpleasant situations,
in times of hardship and ease.”

The 2021 edition taught that rebellion is forbidden even if the ruler does something non-
permissible, a statement which was not reiterated in the 2022 and 2023 editions.
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[Partial Translation]

The rule of legal allegiance to the ruler

God has made it obligatory, according to the Qur’an and the Sunna of the Prophet, to pledge allegiance to the Muslim ruler,
who bears the responsibility of governance in pleasant and unpleasant situations, and in times of hardship and ease. [...] This
is affirmed in the hadith [...] “whoever dies without having given an oath of allegiance [to the ruler] has died a death of the
Jahiliyya”. This hadith indicates [...] the prohibition to rebel against rulers.

[Concerning the laws concerning the ruler]
3 - The prohibition to rebel against him:

Once a ruler has received the pledge of allegiance, it is incumbent to obey him, and any challenge against him is forbidden, be
it verbally, in writing, or in arms, or by inciting people to disobey or attack him [...]
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119. Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 174. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 6,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 176; Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 92; Social Studies and Civ-
ics, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 90)

In 2023, a map of the Arabian Peninsula acknowledges the name of all countries bordering
it by land as well as Iran, leaving Israel, Egypt and Sudan unnamed. In the 2022 edition, the
map left Israel and Iran unnamed, but mentioned Egypt and Sudan.

2022 2023-24
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 176 Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 174
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120. Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 215-216 (previously - Social Studies,
Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 217-218; Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 115-116;
Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2020, pp. 118)

In a lesson on the remit of national security services, a Grade 7 social studies textbook
explains that Saudi Arabia calls for moderation in worship, sayings, and actions, in order to
protect against the dangers of extremism, terrorism, fanaticism, atheism, and challenges to
Islam. While the text acknowledges the importance of tackling extremist behavior, it also
warns students against the dangers of atheism, and any challenge to Islam.
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Protection of Thought:

That is the protection of human thought, intellect, and understanding from deviation and rebellion against the middle way,
and moderation in terms of faith, politics and Being. [It is also] the protection of [man] from extremism, exaggeration, athe-
ism, challenging Islam or the Qur’an or the prophetic Hadith, or the persona of the Prophet.

The state has taken means to verify the protection of thought, including:

1. Creating programs to fight errant and deviant thought that destabilizes security.

2. Sending religious scholars to advise those who harbor this thought.

3. Propagating the moderate way in acts of worship, sayings, and deeds, which is a divine Islamic plan.
Did you know?

Terrorism:

Any act of violence or threat to any purpose, committing an individual or collective criminal project. It aims to spread fear
among people and harm them and endanger their lives and security, or their shared or personal belongings, or security forces.
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121. Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 177. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 8,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 179; Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 67)

A lesson on the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) emphasizes the unity between residents of
the GCC countries in terms of religion, origin, language, history, traditions and customs, and
economic activity.
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Shared Features:

The residents of the GCC countries enjoy shared features that have added to their unity and made them one nation. Among the
most important of these features are:

1- Their religion is one, which is Islam. This is one of the most prominent features.

2- They have one origin: they belong to Arab tribes that originate from the Arabian Peninsula.
3- Their language is one, which is the Arabic language.

4- Their countries are neighbors and overlook the Arabian Gulf.

5- They share a common history.

6- Their traditions and customs are close to each other.

7- Their economic activity — both in the past and present — is similar.
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122. Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 187. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 8,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 189; Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 77)

Students are taught some of the GCC’s political and military achievements, which include
“pbermanent support for the Palestinian issue, in all international forums,” support for the
sovereignty of Iraq and Yemen, the establishment of the Peninsula Shield Force, a joint de-
fense agreement for the GCC countries, and more.
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Examples of the GCC's Achievements:
Political Achievements:
Fulfillment of Arab and Islamic solidarity.
Permanent support for the Palestinian issue, in all international forums.
Support of Irag and Yemen'’s unity, stability, and sovereignty.
Military and Security Achievements.
Establishment of a unified military force for quick intervention, called “The Peninsula Shield Force.”
A joint defense agreement for the GCC countries.

Cooperation in the fields: war on terror, war on drugs, criminal investigation, and traffic.
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123. History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System — Second Year), 2023-24, p. 88. (Previously:
History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System — Second Year), 2022, p. 90; History, Grades
10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 106; History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track), 2021,
p. 105; History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track), 2020, p. 98; History, Grades 10-12
(Humanities Track), 2019, p. 98)

The Ottomans are portrayed as the Saudi state’s most prominent enemy, who while trying
to eliminate the Saudi state neglected their protection of holy sites, resulting in the theft of
valuable items that have religious significance, such as the Ka’'ba’s Black Stone.
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The Ottoman state is considered to be among the most prominent enemies of the first Saudi state. It has worked and made
every effort to eliminate [the Saudi state] from the moment it annexed the Hijaz and committed itself to the honor of perform-
ing the service [khidma sahiha] of the Two Holy Mosques properly. The Ottoman state therefore neglected the Two Holy
Mosques and was unable to achieve security in the Holy Land. Moreover, the Two Holy Mosques were exposed to several inci-
dents, including the theft of a piece of the Black Stone and some belongings of the Prophet’s Chamber.
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124. History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways - Second Year), 2023-24, p. 43. (Previously: History,
Grades 10-12 (Pathways - Second Year), 2022, p. 45; History, Grades 10-12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 45; History, Grades 10-12 [Courses System], 2021, p. 45; History,
Grades 10-12 [Courses System], 2020, p. 38; History, Grades 10-12 [Courses System],
2019, p. 38)

An enrichment section teaches students that the “Arab Gulf” is the only correct appellation
for the body of water east of Saudi Arabia, and that referring to it as the “Persian Gulf” can
only be the result of “some countries trying to spread” this nomenclature, because it con-
tains an “anti-Arab bias.” Thus, rather than understanding that different nations may have
different names for locations, students are led to believe that there is a conspiracy - implic-
itly driven to serve Iran - to disown the Arabs from the Gulf.
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Ancient sources refer to the Arabian Gulf by many names [...] The Greek [sic] historian, Pliny [the Elder] called it the Gulf of
Arabs, which constitutes its earliest documented name in history books. Some countries try to spread the name “Persian Gulf”,
since this name is common in recent Western sources. Yet, this designation is recent and incorrect; it is inapplicable for a gulf
surrounded by Arabs from the western side - in the form of the states of the Arabian Gulf - and from the eastern side, inhab-
ited as it was by many Arab tribes. It also does not occur in historical nomenclature; rather, it contains an anti-Arab bias.
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125. Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 26, 29. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade
5, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 28, 31; Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 28, 31.)

In a chapter on the fourth Caliph Ali Ibn Abi Talib, Islamic extremists are condemned. Alt-
hough the chapter addresses a historic sect in a general manner, it compares the extremist
sect of Kharijites who Killed Ali to "the Kharijites of the present," implicitly Islamic extremists.
The textbook teaches that both Kharijites and Islamic extremists rebelled against rulers,
killed Muslims, declared Muslim scholars as infidels, and created chaos in the Islamic world.
Students are then asked to compare modern terrorism perpetrated by Islamists to the ac-
tions of the Kharijites. The textbook therefore condemns Islamic extremists, using an infa-
mous historic sect as a comparison, and teaches that rebellion against rulers (implicitly in-
cluding Saudi rulers) is forbidden and leads to chaos.
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Kharijites [...]

Their characteristics: religious excess; disobeying the ruler.

The similarities between the Kharijites of the past and [the Kharijites of] the present:
1—They disobeyed the orders of the rulers.

2 —They declared scholars, rulers, and those who oppose them as infidels.

3 —They killed Muslims.

4 —They spread chaos and destruction in the lands of Muslims and others.
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4 —The Muslims have suffered from the deviation of some of their people, who committed acts of terror to frighten Muslims.
What are the similarities between them and the Kharijites of the past?
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126. Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2023-24, pp. 7, 32 (previously - Critical Thinking, Grade 9,
2022, pp. 7, 36).

This textbook establishes the importance of building a strong and vigilant mind that can
face “corrupt ideas’ which are prevalent at this age of acculturation, as students are encour-
aged to fortify their national identity while at the same time not “confining oneself or dis-
solving into the cultures of others.” The textbook explains that the explosion of information
on social media holds many benefits, but also many risks in the form of misinformation and
negative ideas, some of which are “created by foreign security institutions that are hostile
toward the Kingdom,” further validating the need to be perceptive and aware of these prob-
lems.
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Staying Away from Exaggeration and Fighting Extremism or Dissolving into the Cultures of Others:

Organizing [one’s] thinking is part of firmly establishing society’s values, which are built on tolerance, respect for the Other,
and creative cooperation for the sake of building the future. In addition, the skills of thinking allow the individual to use his
mind to face the changes that are happening in the world, in a variety of fields, and immunize himself against corrupt ideas.
This especially applies to the openness of the media, as the borders have vanished, and the process of acculturation has gone
beyond countries and nations. This requires fortifying the national identity, and thus it becomes necessary to develop an alert,
free, and discerning mind, as well as choosing what suits it and what suits the public interest, without confining oneself or
dissolving into the cultures of others.

| Will Read (1)

Our current time is characterized by an explosion of knowledge and an unprecedented openness between countries and hu-
man societies. Despite the benefits and advantages that come with this openness, it is also accompanied by many
deceptions, problems, and excessive slogans. This is due to the media and digital revolution, and due to the openness
of its means and tools, as it has become a tool the enemies of the homeland might exploit to spread poison through
fake messages and inappropriate values, because the lower the level of the individual’s awareness, the easier it is to
influence him more deeply. This requires being vigilant of such malicious attempts and improving the ability to treat
and use our mind when it comes to false arguments and excessive slogans it carries. That is, by rejecting and over-
coming them, as well as by noticing that the negative ideas that are being spread, some of which are common on
social media, are actually deceptive opinions that have no evidence to back them up. Furthermore, some of them are
opinions, plots, and claims created by foreign security institutions that are hostile towards the Kingdom. Therefore, we
need to be fully aware and know how to accurately and carefully distinguish between opinions and truth, by raising
the following reflective questions:
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127. Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 100, 107-
108. (Previously: /s/lamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022,
pp- 111, 118-119; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (7), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp.
111, 118-119.)

In a high school Islamic Studies textbook, a chapter on the dangers of terrorist thought
compared atheist ideology to religious extremist terror groups, including, for instance, the
Muslim Brotherhood, al-Qaeda, ISIS, Hezbollah, Al-Jihad Al-Islami, Ansar-Allah (the
Houthis) and Al-Sururiya (dubbed a Khawarij group). Moreover, homosexuality, which is
described as a "sexual perversion,” and atheism are associated with the immoral conduct
of non-religious groups, whom the textbook equates on the same level as terror organiza-
tions. The textbook features moral disintegration and promiscuity as one of the dangers of
seemingly non-religious “errant” groups. Notably, on the following page, a relevant saying
by King Salman ibn ‘Abd al-Aziz is also featured, in which he juxtaposed religious extrem-
ists with “moral disintegrators.” The textbook furthermore instructs students to answer the
guestion as to why the government has refused to “legalize homosexuality and sexual per-

versions.”
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The Kinds of Errant Parties and Groups:

There are two kinds of errant parties and groups:

1. Thefirst kind - purportedly religious but in fact are the opposite.

2. The second kind- purportedly non-religious, laboring under the guise of “liberty,” but concealing atheism and disintegra-
tion of safeguarded values and morals.

Examples [of the first kind]: The Muslim Brotherhood, al-Qaeda, ISIS, Jabhat al-Nusra, Hezbollah, the Houthis, the Sururiyya.
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[Partial Translation]

The Dangers of errant parties and groups externalizing non-religious [elements] (right to left)
Dispersing atheism [...]

Doubting the principles of Islamic Religion

Exalting atheist figures, calling to follow their example, and promulgating their thought

Dispersing moral disintegration and promiscuousness
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[Partial Translation]

Our message to everyone is that there is no place among us for extremists who consider moderation as moral disintegration,
using our tolerant religion to realize his goals; and there is no place for moral disintegrators who consider our war against
extremism a means to disseminate moral disintegration and to use our religion’s facilitating nature to realize his goals |...]

King Salman ibn Abd al-Aziz Al Saud.
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Activity:

Why has the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia declared in the United Nations its utter refusal to the demand to legalize homosexuality
or sexual perversions? What does this position indicate?
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128. [Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 103, 107.
(previously: /slamic Studies - Tawhid (7), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp.
114, 118; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 114,
118.)

A high school Islamic Studies textbook lays out the inherent dangers of “errant” groups,
which in this context includes both religious terrorist factions and atheists. Specifically, how-
ever, the textbook blames the [radical Islamic] "errant" groups in perpetrating "armed rebel-
lion, mayhem, loss of security, expelling Muslims from their lands, and appointing enemies
as rulers over them'" mainly in the context of the "so-called" Arab Spring revolutions. The
text further blames these groups for the negative consequences of the revolutions. As such,
the textbook delegitimizes the Arab Spring movements, implying that despite the participa-
tion of many non-religious (and certainly non-terrorist) factions, they were set in motion by
terror organizations.

Similarly, the second text blames these [radical Islamic] errant movements for inciting to
[organize] “strikes, protests, gatherings and collective statements.”
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[Among the inherent dangers of terrorist organizations:]
6 - Armed rebellion, mayhem, loss of security, expelling Muslims from their lands, and appointing enemies as rulers over them,
similar to what occurred in the so-called Arab Spring revolutions. These errant [terrorist] groups and parties played a great

part in inciting them. The ensuing killings and destruction, and the loss of lives and of development efforts, [all] resulted from
them igniting the flames of riot and cooperating with their homelands’ enemies abroad. (p. 107)
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5 - Inciting to [organize] strikes, protests, gatherings and collective statements. (p. 103)
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129. Applications of Law, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 19-24.

A newly introduced Applications of Law textbook dedicates a lesson to counter-terrorism
laws. The lesson teaches about Saudi laws prescribing long prison terms for members of
terror organizations, and for people who finance their activities. Students are then given
case studies of people supporting terror organizations, and are asked to identify the crimes
committed by them and the punishments prescribed by Saudi law.

Students are also taught a short passage about the Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coa-
lition, a military alliance between 41 Muslim countries initiated by Saudi Arabia. According to
the passage, the coalition cooperates to fight terrorism both militarily and by fighting the
ideology of terrorist organizations, and promoting “the tolerant Islamic principles and val-
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First Case Studly:

Surur, a Saudi citizen, was in contact with the intelligence branch of a terror entity outside the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He
met some of the heads of the intelligence branch of the terrorist entity and agreed with them to provide financial support and
information about the Saudi army. After the Kingdom’s relevant authorities arrested the man identified as Surur, the investiga-
tions showed that he joined a terrorist entity and was in contact, and provided it with a sum of 100,000 riyal and with the
agreed upon information.

After reading the events mentioned in the case study, and the following articles of the law, answer the following:

Explain the criminal actions committed by Surur, and the punishments prescribed for these actions.
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Additional information:
The Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition

The formation of the coalition was initiated by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and announced in December 2015 by His Royal
Highness Crown Prince and Prime Minister Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, to unite the efforts of Muslim coun-
tries in confronting terror.

The Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition aspires to achieve few strategic goals, as follows:

1. Ideological and educational efforts to refute terrorist ideology and to emphasize the tolerant Islamic principles and values.
2. Joint media discourse to raise public consciousness about the dangers of terrorism and to counteract terrorist propaganda.
3. Efficient measures to strengthen the actions of protecting, exposing, and reducing financing of terror.

4. Coordinating military support to member countries to help them defeat armed terrorist organizations and reducing the peo-
ple’s suffering.
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130.

Peace and Tolerance

Noteworthy Content

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp.
134-135. (Previously - Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade
6, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 134-135; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk,
Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 98-100.)

A lesson in a grade 6 Islamic studies textbook is dedicated to the Prophet Muhammad's
positive treatment of non-Muslims, and teaches students to act kindly toward them. The
lesson teaches that Muhammad did not wish to harm non-Muslims even when they fought
him; he respected his pacts with them and acted kindly toward them. A few hadiths are
offered as examples for this positive treatment: students are taught that they should treat
non-Muslims kindly, as Muhammad did. However, the textbook also teaches them to pray
for non-Muslims to receive “guidance,” implicitly toward Islam; this carries on the one hand
a non-violent message, but on the other, implies that other religions are false religions.

A hadith was previously removed from the chapter about a group of Jews who cursed Mu-
hammad, to which he responds with tolerance. Another hadith which taught that Muham-
mad visited a Jewish boy on his deathbed, advising him to convert to Islam to avoid being
punished in Hell, was previously shortened, removing the problematic message, and has
now entirely been removed.™
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The prophet's manner in treating non-Muslims

He forgave them although he was able to [harm] them.

'8 Albeit removed here, the hadith about the Jewish boy now appears in Soc/al Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023,
p. 135.
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He kept his pacts and agreements with them.
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Treating them well and praying for them that they receive [divine] guidance.

Narrated Abu Huraira:

Tufail bin "Amr came to Allah's Messenger and said, "O Allah's Messenger! [The tribe of] Daws has disobeyed and refused [to
embrace Islam], therefore, invoke Allah's wrath for them.", and the people said: "[The tribe of] Daws are destroyed". He said,
"O Allah! Guide the [tribe of] Daws and let them come to us."

Refraining from harming them

Ibn Mas’ud reported: “I can still recall as if | am seeing the Messenger of Allah resembling one of the Prophets whose people
scourged him and shed his blood, while he wiped blood from his face, he said: “O Allah! Forgive my people, because they cer-
tainly do not know.”
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We learn to implement:

- I will treat non-Muslims well.
- | will be sincere when | talk to and make promises to non-Muslims.

- | will pray for the non-Muslim that he will receive [divine] guidance, and | will not mock anyone.
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131.

Islamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 84. (Previ-
ously- /slamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 84.)

In a Grade 11 hadith textbook, the promotion of peace among all factions of society is pre-
sented as vital for social coherence. A poster presents various contracts that Muhammad
and the Muslims made with Jews, Christians, and Arab tribes as examples of peace-making.
Interestingly, the agreement following the Muslims' military expedition to the Jewish fortress
in Khaybar is mentioned as an example of promoting peace, despite the fact that the expe-
dition included laying siege to the fortress and forcing the Jews to surrender. As such, not
only are pacts with Jews, Christians and Arabs are portrayed in a positive light, they further-
more gain religious legitimacy and an exemplary status.
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Islam [brings] the Message of Peace (in above right corner)
Actual examples of Peace and Harmony
“The Prophetic Agreements and Contracts”
1. Contract of Medina
Agreement of Hudaybiyya
Reconciliation of Banu Damra
Reconciliation of Juhayna tribe and Bani Madlig
Peace of Najran

Alliance of the virtuous (hilf al-fudul)

N O A~ N

Agreement of Agaba (Aila)
8. Agreement of Khaybar
The key reasons for these agreements:
Consolidating partnership between the followers of religions and cultures in common affairs
Inculcation of values of human coexistence
Creating alliances and protecting common interests and values
Securing legal rights and liberties “and therefore human dignity”

Endeavoring [to secure] peace and stability.
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132. Critical Thinking, Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 56-57 (Previously - Crit-
ical Thinking, Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, pp. 58-59."

Acknowledging that coexistence and dialogue are basic human needs, the Critical Thinking
textbook explains that the Saudi government is adamantly supportive of the notion that
Saudi youth should become familiarized with different cultures, for the sake of mutual un-
derstanding and coexistence.
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[Partial Translation]

[...] The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has stressed via several cultural and social channels, the importance that the youth should
become familiarized with the thinking methods of other peoples, in order to deepen the communication between various cul-
tures and reach the stage of mutual cultural understanding and coexistence.

Human beings may bring destruction to everything on this planet, but they are also capable of making it an oasis of peace and
serenity, where followers of religions, [religious] schools and philosophies may coexist and cooperate with one another with
respect. And they would overcome problems through dialogue, not violence [...].

9 New since 2022.
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133. Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2023-24, p. 16 (Previously - Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2022,
p. 17; Critical Thinking, Grade 9 (Tracks System), 2021, p. 15; Critical Thinking, Grades
10-12 (Tracks System), 2021, p. 15)

Alesson on the concept of thinking inserts an enrichment section which aims at “highlighting
manifestations of coexistence and tolerance,” as well as establishing dialogue and “positive
mutual understanding’ between Saudis and other societies, in search of cultural common
ground.
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Enlightenment:

The Salam Project for Cultural Communication was founded as a national project to spread the culture of cultural communi-
cation, accompanying the Kingdom’s Vision 2030, and guided by the two axes: an ambitious homeland and a vibrant society.
This, by observing the Kingdom’s intellectual status and highlighting manifestations of coexistence and tolerance.

Salam is a purposeful and beneficial platform for dialogue, open communication, and positive mutual understanding between
Saudis and other societies, for the purpose of identifying the human and cultural common ground that exists between every-
body.
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134. Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2023-24, p. 35 (Previously - Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2022,
p. 39; Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2021, p. 85; Critical Thinking, Grades 10-12 (Tracks
System), 2021, p. 85.)

Students learn that freedom of speech, including the freedom to criticize, constitutes “one
of the priorities... of shariah.” The lesson clarifies that freedom of speech does not grant one
the freedom to slander, nor to propagate hate speech and incitement. At the same time,
however, the textbook also cautions that freedom of speech must not violate the principles
of shariah law, nor may it offend the rulers, state institutions, or policies.
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I shall read (2):

Freedom of speech and criticism is one of the priorities of our tolerant Islamic shariah. Its rulings and intentions are derived
from this freedom, within the framework of integrity, national responsibility, and self-accountability, as well as the rights of
others, as Allah Almighty observes over words and deeds. Practicing criticism and free speech necessitate personal and public
obligations and responsibilities, as well as fundamental conditions to ensure the protection of national security and public
order, respect for others’ rights or reputation, or public decency. Therefore, freedom of speech is not absolute, and it has lim-
its, including:

1. It cannot harm the principles and rulings of the tolerant Islamic shariah.

2. It cannot harm our rulers, may Allah protect them, our wise leaders, may Allah support them, and the motherland, its
symbols, and its history.

3. It cannot harm the institutions of the State, its public policies, and decisions.
4. It cannot incite hatred on a religious or sectarian basis, or racial and regional discrimination in all its forms.

5. It cannot attack people or public institutions by means of slander, insult, vilification, or defamation.
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135. [Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, p. 109. (previ-
ously: /slamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022, p. 120; /s-
lamic Studies - Tawhid (7), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 120.)

In a high school Islamic Studies textbook, a chapter on terrorist organizations presents a list
of constructive ways to avoid the dangers which these organizations pose to society. One
strategy is to continue cooperating and coexisting with non-Muslims, in sharp contrast with
the policies of these groups. Plausibly, the introduction of this new content seeks to legiti-
mize Saudi Arabia’s relations with Western organizations.
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Embracing a moderate line in dealing and coexisting with non-Muslims, contrary to the [conduct] of the errant [terrorist] par-

ties and groups.
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136. [Islamic Studies — Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System) - Second Year, 2023-24,
p. 125 (previously - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System) - Second Year, 2022, p.
125)

When teaching a hadith about kindness, students are taught to treat foreign workers in the
country with kindness, since most of them came to the country to provide for their families.
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Kindness when dealing with workers and employees: while they are of low status, it is nevertheless emphasized, because many
among them have migrated from their countries and families due to the hardships they suffer from and the need to provide

for their families; therefore it is incumbent upon those employing workers or employees to treat them with kindness in their
works, and not task them with unbearable assignments |[...]
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137. Applications of Law, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023-24, pp. 59, 62.

A new textbook titled Applications of Law teaches about laws forbidding racial discrimina-
tion. The textbook presents students with a case study of a person who posts a video incit-
ing violence against children of different nationalities who live in Saudi Arabia. Students are
then presented with child protection laws forbidding racial discrimination against children,
and are asked to explain how the actions detailed in the case study violate these laws. Stu-
dents are also presented with other laws prohibiting the promotion of racism.
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First case study:

Saleh has had the hobby of acting for a long time, and in one of his latest works, Saleh produced a video for children which
encourages them to physically attack people of a certain nationality who live in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Saleh intention-
ally infringed upon the dignity and the value of people of this nationality. He published this video on social media platforms.

Activity (1):
After reading the events mentioned in the case study, and the following articles of the law, answer the following:

What was Saleh’s forbidden action regarding child protection?
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Legal document:
Article Three:

The following actions are considered as harm or negligence caused to the child:

11. Discrimination against him for any racial, social, or economic reason.
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Additional legal information:

1. Types of violations of public decency are classified in the ninth article of the decree of protection of public decency, and they
are as follows:...

4. Wearing clothes carrying expressions or images which promote racism in public spaces...

20. Writing expressions or drawings which promote racism ...
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138. [Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2023-24, pp. 95-96 (Previ-
ously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2022, pp. 93-94; /s-
lamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 167-168)

A grade 7 Islamic education textbook teaches students that harming non-Muslims is forbid-
den in Islam. This is taught as a part of a lesson in which students are taught a hadith ac-
cording to which a Muslim should not harm fellow Muslims. The lesson then emphasizes
that the message of the hadith applies also to non-Muslims, and that Islam teaches not to
harm them.
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Lesson Four: Harm against people
Abdallah b. Amr reported that the messenger of God said: “The Muslim is he from whose tongue and hand the Muslims are
safe [salimaj...
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Behavioral applications [of the hadith]:
* | will keep away from anything that harms all people — Muslims and non-Muslims,; because these are the teachings of my
true religion of Islam.
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139. Life and Family Skills, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 11, 13. (Previously - Life and Family
Skills, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 11, 13.)

In a grade 8 Life and Family Skills textbook, students learn that one characteristic of “the
perfect personality’ is applying Islamic ethics to the treatment of others, “/including non-
Muslims,” so that they see “the beautiful image of Islam.” Other characteristics include
speaking to others with respect and appreciation and forgiving others’ mistakes.
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The Perfect Personality

3- Talking to others with respect and appreciation, each according to their age and status, while looking at the person who is

speaking, so he feels important.

5- Showing tolerance and forgiveness to a person who is wrong. The Almighty said: “and pardon others. And Allah loves the

good-doers.” (Ali Imran, 134).

[.]
7- Relying on Islamic ethics when dealing with everyone, including non-Muslims, so that the beautiful image of Islam is re-

flected on them.
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140. Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 238-239 (previously - Social Studies,
Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 240-241).

Altered:

In a social studies textbook, students are taught that calm and peaceful conversation is
intrinsic to Islamic culture. The text calls to avoid any “bigotry and conflicts” during conver-
sations, inserting Quranic verses that justify having discourse with one another. In 2023,
the image was replaced with another featuring a meeting of men and women (wearing a
nigab) at the King Abdulaziz Center for National Dialogue. In 2022, the section featured an
image of another activity at the King Abdulaziz Center, which included children from differ-
ent cultures and religions sitting around a table, smiling and talking to one another.

2022 2023-24

Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 240-241  Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 238-
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141. Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2023-24, p. 22 (Previously - Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2022,
p. 24; Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2021, p. 22; Critical Thinking, Grades 10-12 (Tracks Sys-
tem), 2021, p. 22.)

Altered:

Critical thinking is introduced through the character of Galileo Galilei. The textbook explains
that Galileo was shunned during his time for producing work that contradicted popular sen-
timents, and his story is used to articulate the value of thinking critically and tolerating the
ideas of others — even if they see the world differently. Most of the text was altered, but its
subject and message remain.

2021 2022, 2023-24
Critical Thinking, Grade 9 (Tracks System), 2021, p.  Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2023-24, p. 22; Critical
22. Thinking, Grade 9, 2022, p. 24
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I shall read: . 10t . b sy Ak

The astronomer, physicist, and mathematician, Galileo

Galilei was able to design the telescope, which was bet- I shall read:
ter than the optical instruments that were used in his

time. After observing the motion of the stars through the

telescope, he made a discovery that contradicted the The discovery of the scholar Galileo Galilei was the be-

dominant perception at that time about the motion of ginning of the fall of the prevailing theory regarding

stars, and therefore he faced a great deal of criticism at the universe and the celestial bodies according to

that time. [..] which the Earth is the center of the universe, despite
the fact that he initially encountered criticism, opposi-
tion, and rejection.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.
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142. Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2023-24, p. 248 (Previously - Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2022,
p. 254; Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2021, p. 254, Critical Thinking, Grades 10-12 (Courses
System), 2021, p. 254)

Altered:

An exercise in deduction includes a paragraph teaching students that people must accept
themselves and the world as a prerequisite for world peace. Students must ponder difficult
questions, such as “How can world peace be achieved?”that force young people to consider
the world around them, and how they interact with it.

2021 2022,2023-24

Critical Thinking, Grades 10-12 (Tracks System), Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2023-24, p. 254; Criti-

2021, p. 254.
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The Claim:

1. How can world peace be achieved? Let me tell you:
We need to start with the individual, for every person
must live in peace with himself. Each and every one of us
must accept himself as he is, whatever his characteristics
may be. We must also accept the world as it is. If we ac-
cept ourselves, are content with the world, and properly
comprehend its significance, then we will have achieved
proper change that brings prosperity to all of mankind.
This is the only way in which the principle of world peace
can be achieved.

The Claim’s Field of Activity:

The Deductive Form of the Claim:

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.

cal Thinking, Grade 9, 2022, p. 254.
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The Claim:

1. How can world peace be achieved? Let me tell you:
We need to start with the individual, for every person
must live in peace with himself. Each and every one of us
must accept himself as he is, whatever his characteristics
may be. If we accept ourselves, and understand, accept,
and respect other cultures, then we will have achieved
proper change that brings prosperity to all of mankind.
This is the only way in which the principle of world peace
can be achieved.

The Claim’s Field of Activity:

The Deductive Form of the Claim:
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143. Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 43 (Previously - Life and Family Skills,
Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 43.)

Altered:

A grade 3 Life and Family Skills textbook no longer lists adherence to religion and genealogy
as criteria for choosing friends, as they were replaced with adherence to good morals and
love and harmony. Out of a list of seven, only these two items were replaced.

2022 2023-24

Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 43. Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2023-24,

p. 43.
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How do | choose my friends?
. . o 1 ?
We choose our friends according to specific standards How do | choose my friends
whose importance differs among individuals. We choose our friends according to specific standards

[Center then clockwise] whose importance differs among individuals.

Religious adherence; affinity and genealogy; [...] [Center then clockwise]

Adherence to good morals; love and harmony; |[...]

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.
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144. [slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, pp. 106-107 (pre-
viously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022, pp. 119-120;
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 145-146; /slamic
Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020, pp. 84-85; /slamic Studies -
Hadlith, Grade 9, 2019, pp. 18-19)

Altered (slightly worsened)

Students are taught that it is absolutely forbidden to point a weapon at other people, par-
ticularly Muslims, whether seriously or in jest, as well as shooting at weddings and driving
cars in an irresponsible manner.

In the 2023 edition, the specific reference to the prohibition of pointing a gun at a Muslim
(included in the 2021 edition) was reinstated after it had been removed in 2022; the hadith
bolstering the example seems to refer to Muslims, and not people in general. In addition,
although the hadith mentioned that the punishment for pointing a gun at another person is
Hell, the explanation in the 2022 version omitted it from one of the sections, which was not

reinstated in 2023.

2021

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,
Hadiith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021,
pp. 145-146
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Carrying a Gun:

Abu Huraira reported the Messenger as
saying: “None of you are to point a
weapon at his brother, for he does not
know whether perhaps the devil may
draw it out while it is in his hand, as a re-
sult of which he will fall into a pit in hell.”

2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Had-
ith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022, pp.
119-120
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Carrying a Gun:

Abu Huraira reported the Messenger as say-
ing: “None of you are to point a weapon at
his brother, for he does not know whether
perhaps the devil may draw it out while it is
in his hand, as a result of which he will fall
into a pit in hell.”

e The sanctity of blood in the eyes of God is
great and neglecting it is dangerous. Islam
has warned of the causes of strife and

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Had-
ith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023-24, pp.
106-107
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Pointing a Gun:

Abu Huraira reported the Messenger as say-
ing: “None of you are to point a weapon at
his brother, for he does not know whether
perhaps the devil may draw it out while it is
in his hand, as a result of which he will fall
into a pit in hell.”

e The sanctity of blood in the eyes of God is
great and neglecting it is dangerous. Islam
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e One way that leads to killing and
bloodshed is carrying a weapon and
pointing it at people, whether intention-
ally or jokingly.

e [tis clearly prohibited to intentionally
point a weapon at a Muslim, for he
wants to kill or injure a Muslim, both of
which are major sins. However, it is also
prohibited to do this jokingly, because it
terrifies and frightens the Muslim.

e [fthe prohibition is limited to merely
pointing with a weapon, being a reason
for entering Hell, then how about those
who think it is allowed to shed blood, kill
innocent people, terrorize those who are
safe, and be corrupt? That is a great evil
and a big sin, and he who does it is in
great danger.

e A reasonable person avoids pulling
out a weapon and raising it in front a
person, for he may be killed for a word
that was said, for bragging about line-
age, for disagreeing over an offer in this
world, or in response to impulses of ha-
tred and anger, leading to him losing his
worldly life and the hereafter, deserving
the fire of Hell.

e |tis dangerous to joke with cars and
play around with them in front of others,
or to use weapons and shoot ammuni-
tion at weddings, because this leads to
the loss of lives, disabilities, and terroriz-
ing those who are safe, all of which are
prohibited by Sharia.

bloodshed among people and blocked every
path that leads to it.

e One way that leads to killing and blood-
shed is carrying a weapon and pointing it at
people, whether intentionally or jokingly.

e [fthe prohibition is limited to merely
pointing with a weapon, being a reason for
entering Hell, then how about those who
think it is allowed to shed blood, kill innocent
people, terrorize those who are safe, and be
corrupt? That is a great evil and a big sin, and
he who does it is in great danger.

e A reasonable person avoids pulling out a
weapon and raising it in front a person.

e [t is dangerous to joke with cars and play
around with them in front of others, or to use
weapons and shoot ammunition at weddings,
because this leads to the loss of lives, disabili-
ties, and terrorizing those who are safe.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

has warned of the causes of strife and blood-
shed among people and blocked every path
that leads to it.

e One way that leads to killing and blood-
shed is carrying a weapon and pointing it at
people, whether intentionally or jokingly.

e [tis clearly prohibited to intentionally
point a weapon at a Muslim, for he wants to
kill or injure a Muslim, both of which are ma-
jor sins. However, it is also prohibited to do
this jokingly because it terrifies and frightens
the Muslim.

e [fthe prohibition is limited to merely
pointing with a weapon, being a reason for
entering Hell, then how about those who
think it is allowed to shed blood, kill innocent
people, terrorize those who are safe, and be
corrupt? That is a great evil and a big sin,
and he who does it is in great danger.

e A reasonable person avoids pulling out a
weapon and raising it in front a person.

e [tis dangerous to joke with cars and play
around with them in front of others, or to use
weapons and shoot ammunition at wed-
dings, because this leads to the loss of lives,
disabilities, and terrorizing those who are
safe.
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145. [Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp.
61-63. (Previously - /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 61-63; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk,

Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 87-89)

Altered:

Students are taught to be kind to household workers, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, in a
lesson on how Muhammad treated those who took care of him. The textbook explains that
it is wrong to hit or insult maids and servants if they make a mistake, while it is twice em-
phasized that treating one with kindness is also relevant for non-Muslim workers. In 2023,
a true-or-false question on being kind and polite only toward Muslim employees was re-
moved, while an instruction for students to share their opinion on this subject still remains.

2022

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh
and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 61-63.
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We learn so we can do:

| will smile at the maids and servants and greet
them.

| will avoid giving work to the maids and servants if
they are ill.

If I buy food, | will buy some also for the maids who
are with me.

I will avoid insulting or hitting the maids if they
make a mistake.

Activity 1

I will identify the wrong situation and explain how it can
be corrected:

A cup fell from the maid’s hand, so the house owner
began shouting at her and cursing her.

2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and
Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp. 61-63.
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We learn so we can do:
| will smile at the maids and servants and greet them.

| will avoid giving work to the maids and servants if
they are ill.

If I buy food, | will buy some also for the maids who
are with me.

I will avoid insulting or hitting the maids if they make
a mistake.

Activity 7

I will identify the wrong situation and explain how it can
be corrected:

A cup fell from the maid’s hand, so the house owner
began shouting at her and cursing her.

164




The household driver became ill, so my father took - The household driver became ill, so my father took

him to the doctor. him to the doctor.

After the party in the house ended, the family all - After the party in the house ended, the family all
came together to help the maid. came together to help the maid.

The father hit the household driver because he - The father hit the household driver because he
crashed into another car. crashed into another car.

When Eid came, my father bought the household - When Eid came, my father bought the household
driver new clothes for him to wear in Eid. driver new clothes for him to wear in Eid.

Only being kind and polite toward the Muslim em- 1. One of them has told you: “Being kind is only for the
ployee. Muslim employees.” | will explain my opinion regarding

1. One of them has told you: “Being kind is only for the iisseniencelvileipovidindlevideree:

Muslim employees.” | will explain my opinion regarding
this sentence, while providing evidence.

*Red font indicates removed content.
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146. History, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 76 (Previously: History, Grades
10-12 (Humanities Track), 2021, p. 76; History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track),
2020, p. 69; History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track), 2019, p. 69).

Removed:

Students are taught about the historical Constitution of Medina that was signed be-
tween Muhammad and Medina’s Jewish tribes, which established peace, security,
rights, and freedoms for both parties. The textbooks state that this constitution proves
the tolerant nature of Islam. The entire textbook was removed in 2023.
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The Constitution organized the relations between Jews and Muslims [in Medina] to live in peace, [whereby they shall]
receive all their rights, be obliged to refrain from aiding their [respective] enemies, prioritize finding solutions to political
disagreements, as well as the relations between members of society and the ruling authority.

It is related in the Constitution: “Jews have their religion, and the Muslims have their religion - [this applies to] their al-
lies and their patrons - but whoever acts unjustly and sins will only destroy himself and his agnates.” This indicates the
tolerant nature of Islam and the Muslims, and the necessity to abide by contracts that serve all and enable the ruling
authority to manage its responsibilities.
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- Methodology

IMPACT-se  applies methodological 8 NO HATE
standards which are based on UNESCO

and UN declarations, and international The curriculum should be free of wording,
recommendations and documents on ed- imagery and ideologies likely to create
ucation for peace and tolerance (see prejudices, misconceptions, stereotypes,
notes). Our methodology is designed to misunderstandings, mistrust, racial ha-
consider every detail within the text- tred, religious bigotry and national hatred,

books; it does not paraphrase, rely on in-
terpretations, or attempt to illustrate pre-
conceived notions.

as well as any other form of hatred or
contempt for other groups or peoples.?

The following is an updated, condensed

yersion of the IMPACT-se UNESCO—dg— P \O INCITEMENT
rived standards for peace and tolerance in
school education: The curriculum should be free of lan-
guage, content, and imagery that dissem-
inate ideas or theories which justify or
promote acts and expressions of vio-
lence, incitement to violence, hostility,
harm and hatred toward other national,
ethnic, racial or religious groups.?®

RESPECT

—

The curriculum should promote tolerance,
understanding and respect toward the
“Other,” his or her culture, achievements,
values and way of life.?°

INDIVIDUAL OTHER

N

The curriculum should foster personal at-
tachment toward the “Other” as an indi-
vidual, his or her desire to be familiar,
loved and appreciated.?

20 As defined in the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance Proclaimed and signed by Member States of
UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Articles 1, 4.2. See also the UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth
of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding Between Peoples (1965), Principles |, lll. Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights (1948): Education shall be directed to the full development of human
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall pro-
mote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial and religious groups and shall fur-
ther the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

21 The goal of education for peace is the development of universally recognized values in an individual,
regardless of different socio-cultural contexts. See /b/d., Article 6. See also, on exchanges between youth,
the UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Under-
standing between Peoples (1965), Principles IV, V.

22 Ibid., and based on Articles ll.6, IV.7 and VII.39; and on the Integrated Framework for Action on Education
for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy, approved by the General Conference of UNESCO at its twenty-
eighth session, Paris, November 1995, Article 18.2.

23 As defined in Article 4 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation (ICERD), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2106 (XX) on December 21,
1965. See also Article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2200A (XXI) on December 16, 1966.
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5

PEACEMAKING A GENDER IDENTITY AND REP-RESENTA-
TION

The curriculum should develop capabili-
ties for non-violent conflict resolution and The curriculum should foster equality,
promote peace.?* mutual respect, and should aim for equal
representation between individuals re-
gardless of their gender identity. It should

UNBIASED INFORMATION also refrain from language, content, and
imagery that depicts limiting and/or ex-
Educational materials (textbooks, work- clusionary gender roles.?

books, teachers’ guides, maps, illustra-

tions, aids) should be up-to-date, accu-

rate, complete, balanced and unpreju- g ES=SEINERe=NArNIlOlN

diced, and use equal standards to pro-

mote mutual knowledge and understand- The curriculum should be free of lan-

ing between different peoples.?® guage, content, and imagery that promul-
gates violence or discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation.?’

24 Based on the Integrated Framework for Action on Education for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy,
approved by the General Conference of UNESCO at its twenty-eighth session, Paris, November 1995, Ar-
ticle 9; and on the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance proclaimed and signed by member states of
UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Article 5.

25 Based on UNESCO recommendation concerning education for international understanding, cooperation
and peace and education relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms, adopted by the General
Conference at its eighteenth session, Paris, November 19, 1974, Article V.14.

26 The preamble to the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance proclaimed and signed by member states of
UNESCO on November 16, 1995, notes the Convention on the Elimination of Any Form of Discrimination
against Women and emphasizes respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without dis-
tinction as to gender.

27 Based on Resolutions 32/2 (adopted June 30, 2016) and 17/19 (adopted July 14, 2011) of the UN Human
Rights Council, and numerous UN General Assembly resolutions expressing concern and condemnation of
laws and practices around the world which target individuals based on their gender identity and/or sexual
orientation for discrimination, violence, and even extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions—all of
which contradict the most basic principles of the UN and have no place in education.
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Sl SOUND PROSPERITY and COOPERA-

The curriculum should educate for sound
and sustainable economic conduct and
preservation of the environment for future
generations. It should encourage regional
and local cooperation to that effect.?®

28 Based on UNESCO recommendation concerning education for international understanding, cooperation
and peace and education relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms, adopted by the General
Conference at its eighteenth session, Paris, November 19, 1974, Articles Ill.6, and IV.7. On the imperative
for developing “systematic and rational tolerance teaching methods that will address the cultural, social,
economic, political and religious sources of intolerance,” see the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance
proclaimed and signed by member states of UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Article 4.2. On education for
international cooperation, see also the UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of
Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples (1965), Principle II.
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- List of Textbooks

The following Saudi curriculum textbooks have been analyzed by IMPACT-se for the re-
search in this study; not all were quoted in the examples. Digital versions available on re-
quest.

Grade 1

1. Family Education, Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2019.
Family Education, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2019.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2021.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2022.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2023.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2021.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2022.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2023.

© © N o 0o k~ W b

Islamic Studies - Tawhiad, Figh and Suluk, Grade 1, Vol. 3, 2022.

—_
o

. Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 1, Vol. 3, 2023.

—_—
—_

Life and Family Skills, Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2021.

—
N

. Life and Family Skills, Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2022.

—
w

. Life and Family Skills, Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2023.

—
NN

. Life and Family Skills, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2021.

—
ul

. Life and Family Skills, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2022.

—_
()

. Life and Family Skills, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2023.

Y
~N

. Life and Family Skills, Grade 1, Vol. 3, 2022.

—_
[0¢)

. Life and Family Skills, Grade 1, Vol. 3, 2023.

Grade 2
19. Family Education, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2019.
20. Family Education, Grade 2, Vol. 2, 2019.
21. Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2021.
22. Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2022.
23. Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2023.
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24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Islamic Studies - Tawhiad, Figh and Suluk, Grade 2, Vol. 2, 2021.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 2, Vol. 2, 2022.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 2, Vol. 2, 2023.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 2, Vol. 3, 2022.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 2, Vol. 3, 2023.

Lite and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2021.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2022.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2023.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 2, 2021.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 2, 2022.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 2, 2023.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 3, 2022.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 3, 2023.

Grade 3

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

o1

Family Education, Grade 3, Vol. 1, 2019.
Family Education, Grade 3, Vol. 2, 2019.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 1, 2021.
Islamic Studies - Tawhiad, Figh and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 1, 2022.
Islamic Studies - Tawhiad, Figh and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 1, 2023.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 2, 2021.

/slamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 2, 2022.
/slamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 2, 2023.
/slamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2022.
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2023.

Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 1, 2021.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 1, 2022.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 1, 2023.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 2, 2021.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 2, 2022.
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52.
53.
4.

Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 2, 2023.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2022.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 3, Vol. 3, 2023.

Grade 4

59.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.

Family Education, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020.

Family Education, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2020.

Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2019.

Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020.

Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2019.

Hadith and Sirah, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2019.

Hadith and Sirah, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020.

Hadith and Sirah, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2019.

Islamic Studies — Hadith and Sira, Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2020.
Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021.
Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2021.
Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021.

Life and Family Skills, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2021.

Life and Family Skills, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2022.

Life and Family Skills, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023.

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2019.

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020.

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021.

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2019.

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2020.

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2021.

172




80.
81.
82.
83.
84.

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023.
Tawhid, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2019.
Tawhid, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020.
Tawhid, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2019.

Grade 5

85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

Family Education, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2020.

Family Education, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2020.

Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 1, 2019.

Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 1, 2020.

Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 2, 2019.

Hadith and Sirah, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2019.

Hadith and Sirah, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2020.

Hadith and Sirah, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2019.

Islamic Studies—Hadith and Sira, Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 2, 2020.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 1, 2021.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 2, 2021.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023.

100. Life and Family Skills, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2021.

101. Life and Family Skills, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2021.

102. Life and Family Skills, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022.

103. Life and Family Skills, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023.

104. Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2019.

105. Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2020.

106. Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2021.

107. Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2019.
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108.
109.
10.
1.

12.
3.
114.

Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2020.
Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2021.
Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Social Studies, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2023.
Tawhid, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2019.

Tawhid, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2020.

Tawhid, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2019.

Grade 6

115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.

Family Education, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2019.
Family Education, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020.
Family Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019.
Family Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020.
Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2019.
Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020.
Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019.
Hadith and Sirah, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2019.
Hadith and Sirah, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020.
Hadith and Sirah, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019.
Islamic Studies—Hadith and Sira, Tawhid, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2021.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2021.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023.
Social Studies, Grade 6, \Vol. 1, 2019.
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020.
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136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.

Grade /
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.

Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021.
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019.
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020.
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2021.
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1-3, 2023.
Tawhid, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2019.

Tawhid, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020.

Tawhid, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019.

Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2019.

Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020.

Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019.

Hadith, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2019.

Hadith, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020.

Hadith, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019.

Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2020.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2023.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2023.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 3, 2023.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021.

Life and Family Skills, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021.
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164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.

Crade 8
180.
181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.

Life and Family Skills, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023.
Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2019.

Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020.

Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021.

Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019.

Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2020.

Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021.

Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023.

Tafsir, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2019.

Tafsir, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020.

Tafsir, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019.

Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2019.

Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020.

Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019.

Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2019.

Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020.

Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019.

Hadlith, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2019.

Hadith, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020.

Hadith, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019.

Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2023.
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192.
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.
2009.
210.
211.

212.
213.
214.

Grade 9
215.
216.
217.
218.
219.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2023.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tarsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tarsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2023.

Life and Family Skills, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Life and Family Skills, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023.
Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2019.

Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020.

Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021.

Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019.

Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020.

Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021.

Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2022.
Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023.

Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2019.

Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020.

Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019.

Tawhid, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2019.

Tawhid, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020.

Tawhid, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019.

Family Education, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2019.
Family Education, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019.
Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2022.
Critical Thinking, Grade 9, 2023.

Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2019.

177




220. Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2020.

221. Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019.

222. Hadith, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2019.

223. Hadith, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2020.

224. Hadith, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019.

225. Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020.
226. Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021.
227. Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2022.
228. Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2023.
229. Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021.
230. /slamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2022.
231. Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023.
232. Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2022.
233. Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2023.
234. Life and Family Skills, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021.

235. Life and Family Skills, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021.

236. Life and Family Skills, Grade 9, Vol. 1-3, 2022.

237. Life and Family Skills, Grade 9, Vol. 1-3, 2023.

238. Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2019.

239. Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2020.

240. Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021.

241. Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019.

242. Socilal Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020.

243. Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021.

244, Soclal Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 1-3, 2022.

245. Social Studies, Grade 9, Vol. 1-3, 2023.

246. Tafsir, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2019.

247. Tafsir, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2020.

248. Tafsir, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019.

249. Tawhid, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2019.
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250.
251.

Tawhid, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2020.
Tawhid, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019.

Grades 10-12

252.
253.
254.
255.
256.
257.
258.

259.

260.

261.

262.

263.
264.
265.

266.

267.

268.

269.
270.

Applications of Law, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Arabic Language—Language Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.
Arabic Language—Language Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
Arabic Language (1)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.
Arabic Language (1)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.
Arabic Language (7), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Arabic Language (1)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),
2023.

Arabic Language (1.1)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),
2021.

Arabic Language (1.1)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),
2022.

Arabic Language (1.2)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways Sys-
tem), 2021.

Arabic Language (1.2)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways Sys-
tem), 2022.

Arabic Language (2)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.
Arabic Language (2)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Arabic Language (2)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
2022.

Arabic Language (2)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System),
2023.

Arabic Language (2.1)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways Sys-
tem), 2022.

Arabic Language (2.2)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways Sys-
tem), 2022.

Arabic Language (3)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.

Arabic Language (3)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.
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271.

272.
273.
274.

275.
276.
277.
278.

279.

280.

281.
282.
283.
284.
285.
286.
287.
288.
2809.
290.
291.
292.
293.
294.
295.
296.
297.

Arabic Language (3)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
2022.

Arabic Language (4)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.
Arabic Language (4)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Arabic Language (4)—Language Competencies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System),
2022.

Arabic Language (5)—Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020.
Arabic Language (5)—Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021.
Arabic Language (5)—Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Arabic Language (6)—Rhetoric and Critical Studies, Grades 10-12 (Humanities),
2020.

Arabic Language (6)—Rhetoric and Critical Studies, Grades 10-12 (Humanities),
2021.

Arabic Language (6)—Rhetoric and Critical Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses Sys-
tem), 2022.

Arabic Language (7)—Language Studies, Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020.
Arabic Language (7)—Language Studies, Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021.
Arabic Language (7)—Language Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.
Critical Thinking, Grades 10-12 (Tracks System), 2021.

Critical Thinking, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.

Critical Thinking, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Cyber Security, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.

Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020.

Figh (3), Grades 10-12 (Optional Track), 2020.

Figh and its Principles (4), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019.
Figh (5), Grades 10-12, Level 6 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019.

Figh (7), Grades 10-12, Level 6 (Science and Administration), 2019.
Geography, Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020.

Geography, Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021.

Geography, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Geography, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
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298.
299.
300.
301.
302.
303.
304.
305.
306.
307.
308.
309.
310.

311.

312.
313.
314.

315.
316.
317.
318.
319.

320.

321.

322.
323.
324.
325.
326.
327.

Hadith (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.

Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020.

Hadith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019.
Hadith and Islamic Culture (5), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Science and Admin.), 2019.
Health and Female Education, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track) (for Girls), 2019.
Health and Female Education, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track) (for Girls), 2020.
Health and Female Education, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track) (for Girls), 2021.
Health and Female Education, Grades 10-12 (Courses System) (for Girls), 2022.
History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020.

History, Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021.

History, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.

History, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Islamic Studies—Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Islamic Studies—Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Islamic Studies—Figh (3), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Figh (3), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

/slamic Studies—Hadith (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Hadith (7), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Hadith (7), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Hadith (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Hadith (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Islamic Studies—Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
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328.
329.
330.
331.
332.
333.
334.
335.
336.
337.
338.
339.
340.
341.
342.
343.
344.
345.
346.
347.
348.
349.
350.

351.

352.
353.
354.
355.
356.
357.

Islamic Studies—Hadith Terminology, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
/slamic Studies—Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—~Principles of Figh, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
Islamic Studies - Qira‘at (1), Grades 10-12, (Pathways System), 2023.
Islamic Studies - Qira‘at (2), Grades 10-12, (Pathways System), 2023.
Islamic Studies—Quran and Tafsir, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.
Islamic Studies—Quran and Tafsir, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
Islamic Studies — Quranic Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.
Islamic Studies — Quranic Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
Islamic Studies—Religious Duties, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
Islamic Studies—Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

/slamic Studies—Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
/slamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.
Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Life Skills and Family Education, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.

Life Skills and Family Education, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

Life Skills and Family Education, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

Life Skills, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

Quranic Sciences, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.
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358. Rhetoric and Literary Criticism Studies, Grade 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.
359. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.

360. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021.

361. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022.

362. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2022.

363. Social Studijes, Grades 10-12 (Pathways System), 2023.

364. T7afsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.

365. T7afsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020.

366. 7afsir (3), Grades 10-12, Level 6 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019.

367. 7Tafsir (5), Grades 10-12, Level 6 (Science and Administration), 2019.
368. Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020.

369. Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020.

370. Tawhid (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019.

371. Tawhid (5), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Science and Administration), 2019.
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Appendices

Content Removed in 2022

Islamic Studlies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 88. T7afsir (2), Grades
10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 133)

Removed:

Students are no longer taught that martyrdom is a “godly gift and a divine honor” reserved
only for the best of His servants, as presented in an interpretation of Quranic verses. How-
ever, these Quranic verses, one of which teaches that God will destroy the disbelievers, are

still taught.

2021

Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint
Program), 2021, pp. 132-133.
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“Similar situations came to pass before you, so travel
throughout the land and see the fate of the deniers.
This is an insight into humanity - a guide and a lesson
to the God-fearing. Do not falter or grieve, for you will
have the upper hand, if you are believers. If you have
suffered injuries (at Uhud), they suffered similarly (at
Badr). We alternate these days among people so that
Allah may reveal the believers, choose martyrs from
among you - and Allah does not like the wrongdoers—
and distinguish the believers and destroy the disbeliev-
ers.” (Al Imran, 137-141.)

Takeaways and lessons:
6- Comprehending the lessons of defeats...

7- Martyrdom for the sake of Allah is a godly gift and a
divine honor that Allah bestows upon His best servants.

8- Injustice is a reason for one's destruction...

*Red font indicates removed content.

2022

Islamic Studies - Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 88.
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“Similar situations came to pass before you, so travel
throughout the land and see the fate of the deniers. This is
an insight to humanity - a guide and a lesson to the God-
fearing. Do not falter or grieve, for you will have the upper
hand, if you are believers. If you have suffered injuries (at
Uhud), they suffered similarly (at Badr). We alternate these
days among people so that Allah may reveal the believers,
choose martyrs from among you - and Allah does not like
the wrongdoers— and distinguish the believers and destroy
the disbelievers.” (Al Imran, 137-141.)
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Takeaways from the verses:
6- Comprehending the lessons of defeats...

7- Injustice is a reason for one's destruction...




Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 64; (Pre-
viously: Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 102.)

Removed:

A lesson on Qur’anic verses, according to which some Jews and Christians worship idols and
Satan, and some Jews were turned into apes and pigs by God, was removed in 2022, after
it had already been moderated in 2021. In the 2022 edition, the passages referring explicitly
or implicitly to Jews and Christians were entirely removed.

In 2020, students were taught Qurianic verses according to which some Jews and Christians
worship idols and Satan, and some Jews were turned into apes and pigs by God. Although
the 2021 edition mentioned that one of the verses refers to “previous nations” instead of
‘Jews” asin 2020, it could still be interpreted as referring to Jews. Students were also taught
another Quranic verse, according to which some People of the Book (Christians and Jews)
worship idols and Satan.

2020 2021

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and
Suluk, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 64

Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 102
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The occurrence of idolatry [sirk] among previous na-

Hons \ahdlpeopiE ofthisnaren olowInghem: God has informed in his noble book that idolatry [Sirk] has

occurred among previous nations:
God has informed in his noble book that idolatry [sirk]

has occurred among previous nations, and the The evidence regarding the occurrence of idolatry among

Prophet has informed that this nation will follow the
practices of former nations, and therefore idolatry will
occur in this [Islamic] nation, and we must beware of
it.

The evidence regarding the occurrence of idolatry
among previous nations is:

God Almighty has said:

“Have you not seen those who were given a portion of
the Scripture, who believe in idols and Satan and say
about the disbelievers.” These are better guided than
the believers as to the way?”

previous nations is:
God Almighty's saying:

“Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the
Scripture, who believe in idols and Satan and say about the
disbelievers,” "These are better guided than the believers as

to the way?"

God Almighty has said:

“Say, Shall | inform you of [what is] worse than that as pen-
alty from Allah? [It is that of] those whom Allah has cursed
and with whom He became angry and made of them apes
and pigs and slaves of Satan. Those are worse in position
and further astray from the sound way.”
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God Almighty has said:

“Say, Shall I inform you of [what is] worse than that as
penalty from Allah? [It is that of] those whom Allah
has cursed and with whom He became angry and
made of them apes and pigs and slaves of Satan.
Those are worse in position and further astray from
the sound way.”

If those who were given a portion of the Scripture
[Jews and Christians] believed in idols and Satan, as it
is said in the first verse, and if among the Jews there
were people who worshiped Satan, as it is said the in
second verse... then this will also happen in this [Is-
lamic] nation.

The evidence that this nation will act as previous na-
tions acted is the hadith of Abu Sa’id al-Khudri: The
Prophet has said: You would tread the same path as
was trodden by those before you inch by inch and step
by step so much so that if they had entered into the
hole of the lizard, you would follow them in this also.
We said: Allah’s Messenger, do you mean Jews and
Christians (by your words “those before you)?” He
said: Who else? ’

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

If those who were given a portion of the Scripture [Jews and
Christians] believed in idols and Satan, as it is said in the
first verse, and if among the previous nations there were
people who worshiped Satan, as it is said the second verse...
then this will also happen in this [Islamic] nation.

The evidence that this nation will act as previous nations
acted is the hadith of Abu Sa'id al-Khudri: The Prophet has
said: You would tread the same path as was trodden by
those before you inch by inch and step by step so much so
that if they had entered into the hole of the lizard, you
would follow them in this also. We said: Allah's Messenger,
do you mean Jews and Christians (by your words “those be-
fore you)?” He said: Who else?
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Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021, pp. 71-72.

Removed:

The textbook removed an implicit reference to Christians and Jews as enemies of Islam, as
a part of an explanation on Qurianic verses, and the lesson was entirely removed in the 2022
edition. The verses accuse Jews and Christians of trying to convert Muslims to their religions,
and the explanation given by the textbook discusses “enemies of the Islamic religion” who
try to convert Muslims, therefore implying that Christians and Jews are enemies of Islam. In
the 2019 textbook, the criticism was directed explicitly against “Christians and Jews,” and
oin the 2020 and 2021 editions it was changed to “enemies of the Islamic religion,” possibly
trying to avoid criticism of these groups, but in practice describing them as enemies of Islam.
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. and never will the Jews or the Christians approve of you until you follow their religion “Say, Indeed, the guidance of Allah is
the [only] guidance.” If you were to follow their desires after what has come to you of knowledge, you would have against Allah

no protector or helper. . .” (Al-Baqarah 119-123)

1 - The enemies of Islam are not satisfied unless they reject the belief in Islam and follow their community. Whatever the Muslim

offers to them, he will never achieve his satisfaction.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 79.

Removed:

A task which was removed in the new 2022 edition instructed students to disprove “one of
the Zionist claims regarding their right to the Arab land of Palestine,” thus teaching that the
Jews have no right - historical or religious — to self-determination in the land.
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2. Students will mention one of the Zionist claims regarding their right to the Arab land of Palestine, and they will respond to it.
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Islamic Studies—Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 49; (Previously— T7awhid

[2], Grades 10-12 [Humanities], 2020, p. 49.)

Removed:

A lesson about “deviation regarding the divine books,” which taught that “some” Jews and
Christians falsified Allah’s words, was removed in 2022. The lesson also described infidels as
denying all of Allah’s words. Part of a Quranic verse that accuses Jews and Christians of
Killing prophets who came before Muhammad had already been removed in the 2021 edition.

2020

Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020, p.

49,
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Descriptions of Deviation Regarding the Divine Books.

Sects have deviated from the Divine Books, among them
are:

The First: Infidels and Philosophers, who denied all of
them. The Second: Jews and Christians, who believed in
some of the books and disbelieved in the rest of them,
and who falsified some of what Allah sent down.

The Almighty said: “When it is said to them: ‘Believe in
what Allah has revealed,” they reply, ‘We only believe in
what was sent down to us,” and they deny what came
afterwards, though it is the truth confirming their own
Scriptures! Ask [them, O Prophet], ‘Why then did you kill
Allah’s prophets before, if you are (truly) believers?””
[Al-Baqgarah: 91]

*Red font indicates removed content.
*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Green font indicates added content.

2021

Islamic Studies — Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint
Track), 2021, p. 49.
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Descriptions of Deviation Regarding the Divine Books.

Sects have deviated from the Divine Books, among them
are:

The First: Infidels and Philosophers, who denied all of
them. The Second: Jews and Christians, some of which
believed in some of the books and disbelieved in the rest
of them, and who falsified or hid away some of what Al-
lah sent down.

The Almighty said: “When it is said to them: ‘Believe in
what Allah has revealed,” they reply, ‘We only believe in
what was sent down to us,” and they deny what came
afterwards, though it is the truth confirming their own
Scriptures!” [Al-Bagarah: 91]
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Islamic Studies—Tawhid (7), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 150. (Previously - 7Tawhid
(7), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020, p. 150)

Removed:

A text that implicitly accused Jews of deviating from God’s religion, and a Quranic verse
discussing the Israelites who “sold their souls,” were removed from the 2022 edition of the
textbook. A direct reference to Jews, accusing them of deviating from God’s religion and
accepting sorcery, with an ambiguous reference to “somé’ nations, was removed in the 2021
edition.

2020 2021
Tawhid (7), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020, p. Islamic Studies—Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint
150. Track), 2021, p. 150.
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Sorcery and all that is related to it: Sorcery and all that is related to it:
The phenomenon of sorcery is known to every nation. The phenomenon of sorcery is known to every nation in

For instance, the Jews who deviated and rejected the the past and present, Eg SR V0

book of Allah Almighty [the Torah], and accepted sor-
cery. The Almighty said when describing them: “They

deviated from the religion of Allah as they saw fit, they
rejected the truth of what Allah has revealed, and ac-

[instead] followed the magic promoted by the devils CEaitEt) S, Hine AlTigtitsy S v esenarg

them: “They [instead] followed the magic promoted by

during the reign of Solomon. Never did Solomon disbe-
the devils during the reign of Solomon. Never did Solo-

lieve, rather the devils disbelieved. They taught magic to

e e, Gl Wit et e e revaetad o e mon disbelieve, rather the devils disbelieved. They

taught magic to the people, along with what had been

two angels, Hardat and Mardt, in Babylon. The two an- . o
revealed to the two angels, HarGt and Mdrat, in Baby-

gels never taught anyone without saying, “We are only

& et o sl 60 6 ot alhedem e it e lon. The two angels never taught anyone without say-

people learned fmagic] that catised g rift [even] be- ing, “We are only a test [for you], so do not abandon

tween husband and wife; although their magic could [)‘/our]fa/th. Yet people learned [mgg/c] that causeq g
not harm anyone except by Allah’s Will. They learned rift [even] between husband and wife; although their
what harmed them and did not benefit them - although

they already knew that whoever buys into magic would

magic could not harm anyone except by Allah’s Will.
They learned what harmed them and did not benefit

have no share in the Hereafter. Miserable indeed was Wil = OV Hoiely el ey e By (s

the price for which they sold their souls, if only they
knew!” [Al-Bagarah, 102]

into magic would have no share in the Hereafter. Miser-
able indeed was the price for which they sold their souls,
if only they knew!” [Al-Bagarah, 102]

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Green font indicates added content.
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Islamic Studlies - Tawhid (7), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 37 (Previously - 7Tawhid
[7], Grades 10-12 [Joint Program], 2020, p. 37.)

Removed:

A paragraph from a high school Islamic Studies textbook, which has been removed from the
2022 edition, presented Islam’s interaction with intercultural relations as a cause for deviation
from Islamic law and scripture. The intercultural influences chiefly follow the ideas of neigh-
boring nations, of philosophical works, and of newly converted Muslims who did not forgo
their prior beliefs. As such, in 2021 the reference to the influence of philosophical works was
removed, but a statement was added to the general discussion on new converts plotting
against Islam and Muslims - stated to be People of the Book, namely Christians and Jews.

2020

Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2020, p.
37.
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The external reasons [for deviation from Islam] may be
summarized in the following factors:

1 - Some ignorant Muslims are influenced by neighbor-
ing nations, and follow their cultures and religious
ideas, particularly after the expansion of Islam and the
widespread conquests.

2 - The translation of deviant philosophical works,
whose study and expounding has been encouraged.

3 - The conversion of some members of other religions
into Islam, who did not forgo their previous premises
and beliefs, and instigated errors within Islam.

4 - Some people, guided by personal interests entering
Islam with the intention of plotting and tricking Islam
and the Muslims [...]

*Green font indicates added content.

*Red font indicates removed content.

2021

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint
Program), 2021, p. 37.
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The external reasons [for deviation from Islam] may be
summarized in the following factors:

1 - Some ignorant Muslims are influenced by neighboring
nations, and follow their cultures and religious ideas, par-
ticularly after the expansion of Islam and the widespread
conquests.

2 - The conversion of some members of other religions
into Islam, who did not forgo their previous premises and
beliefs.

3 - Some people, guided by personal interests, entering Is-
lam with the intention of plotting and tricking Islam and
the Muslims, bringing about dubious religious arguments.
The Almighty said: “A group among the People of the
Book said, ‘Believe in what has been revealed to the be-
lievers in the morning and reject it in the evening, so they
may abandon their faith.” (Al Imran, 72.)
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Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, pp. 82-83; (Previ-
ously—/slamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 54; Tafsir,
Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 29.)

Removed:

An entire passage teaching that Jesus (Isa, in Islam) is not the son of God, nor does he have
God-like abilities “as claimed by the Christians,” was removed. This passage was taught as
an explanation for verses from the Maryam Surah. The phrase “as ciaimed by the Christians,”
which portrayed Christian beliefs as false, was added in the 2021 version, after the 2019
version had only alluded to “some” people holding this belief, and in 2020 the reference to
any other group was entirely removed.

2019 2020 2021
Tafsir, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019, p. Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadlth, Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir,
29. Tawhid, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, Hadlith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2,
: — 2020, p. 54. 2021, pp. 82-83.
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4- Replying to those who say that
Isa is God or the son of God.

2- Replying to those who claim 4- Replying to those who say that
3- Proof that Isa is a creation of that Isa is God or the son of God. Isa is God or the son of God.
God and not a deity, as claimed by 3- Proof that Isa is a created being 3- Proof that Isa is a created being
S0me. and not a deity. and not a deity as claimed by the
Christians.

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.
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Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2023-24, p. 23. (Previously-
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2022, p. 23; /slamic Studies -
Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 27; Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, p.
23.)

Removed:

An example that implicitly criticized Jews and Christians regarding their beliefs about Jesus
was removed in the 2022 edition of this Islamic Studies textbook. Students are taught a
hadith that discusses the Islamic belief that Jesus (Isa) was Allah’s servant and messenger,
as previous editions added the interpretation that this hadith is a response to “extremists’
who “claimed his divinity to exceed that of Allah's,” and “primitives’ who “denied his
prophethood.” The 2021 edition omitted a reference to “extremist Christians’ and “primitive
Jews, while the 2022 edition removed this criticism entirely, leaving only the hadith.

2020 2021 2022, 2023-24

Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, p. Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir,

23.
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The Eighth Virtue: Entering
Heaven

Whoever testifies to tawhid and
acts according to it by perform-
ing acts of worship and avoiding
the grievous and destructive sins,
he will enter Paradise. Whoever
testifies to tawhid but falls short
in doing it, then he is under the
will [of Allah], whereas Allah will
punish him or forgive, meaning
that he will go to Paradise, for
the excellence of tawhid. This
proves the greatness of the virtue
of tawhid.

Proof for this: the hadith of
‘Ubada bin as-Samit, who re-
ported that the Prophet said: “If
anyone testifies that there is no
god but Allah alone, who has no

Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7,
Vol. 1, 2021, p. 27.

The Eighth Virtue: Entering
Heaven

Whoever testifies to tawhid and
acts according to it by perform-
ing acts of worship and avoid-
ing the grievous and destructive
sins, he will enter Paradise.
Whoever testifies to tawhid but
falls short in doing it, then he is
under the will [of Allah],
whereas Allah will punish him
or forgive, meaning that he will
go to Paradise, for the excel-
lence of tawhid. This proves the
greatness of the virtue of
tawhid.

Proof for this: the hadith of
‘Ubada bin as-Samit, who re-
ported that the Prophet said: “If

Hadlith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1,
2022,2023-24, p. 23.
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The Sixth Virtue: Entering Heaven

Whoever testifies to tawhid and acts
according to it by performing acts of
worship and avoiding the grievous and
destructive sins, he will enter Paradise.
Whoever testifies to tawhid but falls
short in doing it, then he is under the
will [of Allah], whereas Allah will pun-
ish him or forgive, meaning that he will
go to Paradise, for the excellence of
tawhid. This proves the greatness of
the virtue of tawhid.

Proof for this: the hadith of ‘Ubada bin
as-Samit, who reported that the
Prophet said: “If anyone testifies that
there is no god but Allah alone, who
has no partner, that Muhammad is His
servant and messenger, that Jesus is
Allah’s servant and messenger, His
word which he cast into Mary and a
spirit from Him, and that paradise and
hell are real, Allah will cause him to
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partner, that Muhammad is His
servant and messenger, that Je-
sus is Allah’s servant and messen-
ger, His word which he cast into
Mary and a spirit from Him, and
that paradise and hell are real,
Allah will cause him to enter par-
adise no matter what he has
done.”

1. When the Prophet says in the
hadith, “that Muhammad is His
servant and messenger,” this is a
response to two groups: extrem-
ists and primitives. The extrem-
ists are those who raised him
above his status that Allah Al-
mighty gave him, and the primi-
tives are those who denied his
prophethood and abandoned
faith in him and in what he
brought.

So, him saying “His servant” is a
response to the extremists, and

him saying “and His messenger”
is a response to the primitives.

2. And when he says, “that Jesus
is Allah’s servant and messen-
ger’, this is a response to two
groups: extremists and primi-
tives. The extremist Christians are
those who claimed his divinity to
exceed that of Allah’s, and the
primitive Jews are those who de-
nied his prophethood.

So, him saying “Allah’s servant” is
a response to the extremists, and
him saying: “and his messenger”
is a response to the primitives, as
the belief of Muslims in Jesus is
that he is the servant of Allah
and His messenger.

* Red font indicates removed content.

anyone testifies that there is no
god but Allah alone, who has
no partner, that Muhammad is
His servant and messenger,
that Jesus is Allah’s servant and
messenger, His word which he
cast into Mary and a spirit from
Him, and that paradise and hell
are real, Allah will cause him to
enter paradise no matter what
he has done.”

1. When the Prophet says in the
hadith “that Muhammad is His
servant and messenger,” this is
a response to two groups: ex-
tremists and primitives. The ex-
tremists are those who raised
him above his status that Allah
Almighty gave him, and the
primitives are those who denied
his prophethood and aban-
doned faith in him and in what
he brought.

So, him saying “His servant” is
a response to the extremists,
and him saying “and His mes-
senger” is a response to the
primitives.

2. And when he says, “that Je-
sus is Allah’s servant and mes-
senger”, this is a response to
two groups: extremists and
primitives. The extremists are
those who claimed his divinity
to exceed that of Allah’s, and
the primitives are those who
denied his prophethood.

So, him saying “Allah’s servant”
is a response to the extremists,
and him saying: “and his mes-
senger” is a response to the
primitives, as the belief of Mus-
lims in Jesus is that he is the
servant of Allah and His mes-
senger.

* Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

enter paradise no matter what he has
done.”
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10.

1.

Islamic Studies — Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 72 (Previously: 7afsir
[2], Grades 10-12 [Humanities Track], 2020, p. 72.)

Removed:

In 2022, an entire lesson which included a paragraph teaching that true Jews and Christians
are those who have not distorted their scriptures and accepted Muhammad’s prophecy, thus
alluding to the Islamic belief that Jews and Christians falsified their divine books to remove
references to Muhammad’s prophecy, was removed.
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4- Those who truly follow Judaism and Christianity are those who follow their book without distorting or concealing. This leads
them to believe in the message of Muhammad, for this is featured in their books.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 28. (Pre-
viously: Tawhid, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 32.)

Removed:

Students were taught a verse and a hadith according to which the Jews and the Christians
are polytheistic, as “they take their rabbis and monks as lords.” In a chapter on types of pol-
ytheism, it was taught that one of the categories is obedience to people who change God’s
laws. A verse about Jews and Christians who take their scholars as lords, and a hadith re-
garding this verse, were given as an explanation for this type of polytheism.
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Second part: idolatry in obedience:
The meaning of this is: obeying people who permit what God forbade, or forbid what God permitted.

For example: obeying rabbis and monks and replacing God’s laws and rules. This obedience is counted as worshipping them, and
God has referred to it as idolatry, as the following evidence teaches us:

The evidence: that this is idolatry is [the hadith] that Adi ibn Hatim narrated: “I heard the Prophet recite: “They have taken their
rabbis and monks as lords besides Allah, and [also] the Messiah, the son of Mary. And they were not commanded except to
worship one God; there is no deity except Him. Exalted is He above whatever they associate with Him.” | said: “We [Christians]
do not worship them.” [The Prophet Muhammad] said: “Do they not forbid what God permitted, and you consider it forbidden,
and permit what God forbade, and you consider it permitted?” | said: “Yes.” And he said: “This is worshipping them.”*

* [...] “Rabbis”: the scholars of the Jews. “Monks”: Christian worshipers [sic].
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12.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 167. (Previously:
Tawhid [1], Grades 10-12 [Joint Program], 2020, p. 167.)

Removed:

A lesson that discussed Muhammad’s dealings with “infidels” identified Jews as infidels, fea-
turing a hadith about Muhammad’s armor being mortgaged to a Jew after his death. The
context of the lesson appears to imply that this example should be viewed positively as a
non-violent interaction between Muslims and Jews. However, the fact that Jews are equated
with the term “infidel,” and the antisemitic stereotype of Jewish people handling loans and
debts, may have dimmed this positive messaging.
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Students shall mention examples from the biography of the Prophet in his dealings with the infidels, using these examples:

[.]

Aisha reported: “When the Messenger of Allah died, his armor was mortgaged to a Jew for thirty Sa‘s of barley.”
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Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 31. (Previously - /s-
lamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 26; Tawhid, Grade 7,
Vol. 2, 2019, p. 106.)

Removed:

In an example from the 2022 textbook, any designation of infidels and hypocrites, as well as
their punishment, was removed. As such, students are left with the benefits of monotheism,
whereby any denigration of non-monotheists is implicit at best. In 2021, students were taught
the benefits of monotheism, where infidels and hypocrites (people who pretend to be Mus-
lims) “will be disgraced’ on the Day of Resurrection. In 2023, the entire reference to verse
108 from Surah Al Imran, according to which the faces of the monotheism will shine on the
Day of Judgement, was removed.

2021 2022
Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh,
7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 26. Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 31
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Those who profess belief in the unity of Allah will be

Those who profess belief in the unity of Allah will be hon- honored on the Day of Resurrection. Allah Almighty
said: “As for the bright-faced, they will be in Allah’s

mercy, where they will remain forever.” (Al Imran, 106-

ored on the Day of Resurrection, whereas the infidels and
hypocrites will be disgraced. Allah Almighty said: “On
that Day some faces will be bright while others gloomy. 107.)
To the gloomy-faced it will be said, “Did you disbelieve af-

ter having believed? So, taste the punishment for your

disbelief.” As for the bright-faced, they will be in Allah’s

mercy, where they will remain forever.” (Al Imran, 106-

107.)

*Red font indicates removed content.
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14.

Islamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System - Humanities), 2021, p. 180.
(Previously - /slamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System - Humanities),
2020, p. 180; /slamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses System - Humanities),

2019, p. 198.)

Removed:

A text which has been entirely removed from a 2022 Islamic studies high school textbook
had implicated the Jews and the hypocrites (munafiqun) in the suffering faced by Muham-
mad in Medina. In the 2020 edition, the same text explicitly mentioned Jews among the
causative factors. Later in the 2021 edition, the example was moderated, instead stating
more generally that there were people in Medina who were hostile to Muhammad “despite
the pacts and constitutions they had with him’” — thus rendering the connection to Jews in-
direct and implied. The entire example has been removed from the 2022 edition.

2020

2021

Islamic Studies - Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses /s/lamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Courses

System - Humanities), 2020, p. 180
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Anyone who contemplates the Prophet’s biography can
see how his life’s circumstances changed between peace
and war, wealth and poverty, and safety and fear; he was
established in his homeland, then abandoned it for God’s
sake and migrated away from it. His loved ones and
friends died between his hands. The infidels hurt him in all
sorts of ways: they accused him of lies, mocked him, and
kept people away from his path. They prompted him to
leave his homeland, and declared war against him. They
incited people to open hostilities with him and join forces
against him, invaded his adopted home in order to de-
stroy it, bury his religion alive and eradicate him. They, be-
ing his enemies, made common cause against him with
the Jews and Hypocrites in Medina, and with the plots
they had concocted against him; they double-crossed him,
breached the treaty they had made with him, allied with
the idolaters to fight him, and endeavored to treacher-
ously murder him in secret. Nevertheless, he did nothing
but bear it all with patience as God had commanded |...]

*Yellow Font indicates altered content.

System - Humanities), 2021, p. 180
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Anyone who contemplates the Prophet’s biography can
see how his life’s circumstances changed between peace
and war, wealth and poverty, and safety and fear; he was
established in his homeland, then abandoned it for God'’s
sake and migrated away from it. His loved ones and
friends died between his hands. The infidels hurt him in all
sorts of ways: they accused him of lies, mocked him, and
kept people away from his path. They prompted him to
leave his homeland, and declared war against him. They
incited people to open hostilities with him and join forces
against him, invaded his adopted home in order to de-
stroy it, bury his religion alive and eradicate him. They in-
cited his opponents who rejected his message against him
in Medina, and devoted themselves to plot against him
secretly and overtly, despite the pacts and constitutions
they had with him, and that they made a common cause
against him.
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15.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 110. (Previously -
Tafsir, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 78.)

Removed:

After summarizing Qur'anic verses, students were taught that the verses encourage de-
nouncing polytheists and “exposing their ignorance and erroneous minds.”
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4. Refuting idolatry, denouncing idolaters, and exposing their ignorance and erroneous minds.
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16.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 51; (Previously -
Tawhid [2], Grades 10-12 [Humanities Track], 2020, p. 51.)

Removed:

The 2022 edition of this Islamic Studies textbook removed an accusation that Jews and
Christians added falsehoods to their scripture regarding the prophets. The textbook also re-
moved a hadith added in the 2021 edition, which describes Muhammad'’s anger with Umar
for reading him a book he had received from the People of the Book (i.e., Christians and
Jews,) where he orders Umar to never ask them about anything. This was followed by a
question, also removed in 2022, asking students about their position on the Torah and Gospel
“that are widespread in our times,” implying that they are to stay away from them, as the
Torah and Gospel were falsified by Jews and Christians.

2020 2021 2022

Tawhid [2], Grades 10-12
[Humanities Track], 2020, p.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2), Grades
10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 51

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (2),
Grades 10-12 (Courses Sys-

51)

o BBt 4

Types of Content Found in the
Scriptures of the People of the
Book

There are three types of con-
tent found in the People of the
Book’s scriptures:

1. True content, which the
Qura’n and the Sunnah proved
is true, such as the message
about our prophet, Muham-
mad.

2. False content which the
Q'uran and Sunnah proved is
false, such as the falsehoods
concerning some of God’s
prophets which they [the Jews
and Christians] added to their
scripture.

3. Content where we don’t
know whether it’s true or false.
This content is neither proved

Types of Content Found in the Scriptures
of the People of the Book

There are three types of content found in
the People of the Book’s scriptures:

1. True content, which the Qur’‘an and the
Sunnah proved is true, such as the mes-
sage about our prophet, Muhammad.

2. False content which the Qur‘an and
Sunnah proved is false, such as the false-
hoods concerning some of God’s prophets
which they [the Jews and Christians]
added to their scripture.

3. Content where we don’t know whether
it’s true or false. This content is neither
proved nor denied by the Quran and the
Sunnah.

Jabir bin Abdullah reported: “Umar came
to the Prophet with a book he received
from some of the People of the Book and
read it to the Prophet. He got mad and
said: Are you in a state of confusion, bin
Khattab? By Him in Whose Hand my soul
is, | have brought them to you white and

tem), 2022, p. 32
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Types of Content Found in the
Scriptures of the People of the
Book

There are three types of con-
tent found in the People of the
Book’s scriptures:

1. True content which is con-
sistent with the Qur’an and
was affirmed by it.

2. Content which was contra-
dicted by the Qur’an, like the
stories of the prophets.

3. Content which was not
proven correct, and there is
nothing to approve it or to
contradict it in the Qur’an and
the Sunnah.
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or denied by the Qur’an and pure. Do not ask them about anything, for

the Sunnah. if they tell you the truth you will disbelieve
it, and if they tell you a falsehood you will
believe it. By Him in Whose Hand my soul
is, even if Moses were alive he would feel
it absolutely necessary to follow me.”

In light of this hadith, what is your posi-
tion toward the Torah or the Gospel that
are widespread in our times?

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.
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17.

18.

Islamic Studies - Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 232.

Removed:

Jews and Christians are criticized for having “destroyed and distorted’ the Torah and Gospel
received by God, as students are taught that Allah revealed the Quran while ensuring its
preservation from distortion and alteration, “uniike the previous books, which Allah had en-
trusted to the hands of its owners.” Students are tasked with finding evidence in the Quran
that affirms this notion.
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The Noble Qur’an is the Prophet’s greatest miracle, and it is the last book that Allah Almighty revealed to one of the prophets.
Allah Almighty has ensured that it is preserved from distortion and alteration, unlike the previous books, which Allah had en-
trusted at the hands of its owners, and they destroyed and distorted it.

a- Read verses 30-50 of the al-Ma’idah Surah and extract from them proof that Allah Almighty entrusted the preservation of the
previous books to the hands of their owners.

The Almighty said:

Islamic Studies - Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 262.

Removed:

An Islamic Studies textbook removed a hadith and a Quranic verse teaching that the People
of the Book (Christians and Jews) should be fought against until they pay the Jizya tax. The
textbook previously provided these quotations as an example for cases in which Quranic
verses give more specific information regarding a certain hadith. The hadith previously
quoted teaches that Prophet Muhammad said he was "commanded to fight the people until
they testify that there is no god but Allah and | am his messenger', meaning until they accept
Islam. The verse previously quoted teaches that the People of the Book should be fought
against until they pay the Jizya tax. It should be noted that the textbook only quoted a part
of the verse, and therefore did not explicitly mention the People of the Book; however, it is
well known that they are those who pay the Jizya, so it is easily understood by students that
the verse refers to these groups.
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The fourth case: Specifying the Sunnah with the Quran, such as Muhammad'’s saying: “I have been commanded to fight the
people until they testify that there is no god but Allah and | am his messenger,” which is specified by the words of God: “until they
pay jizyah with their own hands while they are subdued.”
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19.

20.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 36.

Removed:

A Grade 8 Islamic studies textbook removed a hadith criticizing a group of Christians for
erecting tombs with portraits of their saints. A chapter warning against holding extreme be-
liefs on saints previously contained a hadith explaining how Muhammad condemned the
practice of Abyssinian Christians, who erected places of worship above the tombs of saints,
including portraits of those saints. According to the hadith, Muhammad said: “For God those
are the worst among creation.” The textbook then states in its own words that these people
have committed two sins — that of worshiping graves, and that of drawing portraits of saints.
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2 - Narrated "Aisha: When the Prophet became ill, some of his wives talked about a church which they had seen in Abyssinia, and
it was called Mariya. Umm Salma and Umm Habiba had been to Abyssinia, and both of them narrated its (the church's) beauty
and the pictures it contained. The Prophet raised his head and said, "Those are the people who, whenever a pious man dies
amongst them, make a place of worship at his grave and then they make those pictures in it. For God those are the worst among
creation."

Those people combined two deviations from the right path: that of the graves, and that of the statues.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 103 (Previously—
Islamic Studies -Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 50; 7afsir, Grade 8,
Vol. 2, 2019, p. 65.)

Removed:

An example completely removed in 2022 asked students to explain why painful punishment
is necessary for “the infidels” in the 2021 edition, as opposed to 2020, in which they were to
explain why “/dolaters’ shall receive such punishment.

2020 2019; 2021
Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade
Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 50. 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 103.
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b. The idolaters’ outcome is painful punishment, be- b. Painful punishment is necessary for the infidels, be-
CQUSE ... CQUSE ...

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.
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21.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, p. 167-169 (Previously:
Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Joint Program), 2020, p. 164; /slamic Studies -
Tawhid (1), Grade 10-12 (Joint Program), 2019, p. 164; /slamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grade
10-12 (Joint Program), 2018, p. 164)

Removed:

A statement from a high school Islamic Studies textbook which prohibited showing loyalty to
infidels (kuffar) was removed. While the 2019 edition included a clear prohibition of loyalty to
infidels, the 2020 and 2021 editions only retained the more subtle prohibition of supporting
the infidels out of love for their religion, and against one’s Muslim homeland and rulers -
considered a major act of unbelief rendering one a non-Muslim. All editions emphasize that
aversion and hatred toward heresy and its people do not necessitate being unrighteous and
unfair toward them. They also emphasize that Muslims should only fight those who fight
against them.

&oliag aelsds gt Lod Jolaall dud @udiaw Lo ulill (a5 L-:Z"ayﬂ?" =3
R o Wl B i AT T O s D
R ,x;;ipq,;!\opm;,ﬁﬁﬂ B 10 g5« Joall g dacail]  Le 2515

// A _z2% . © e o -
M\:;f-m\u\(,#\\)kﬂ.m;,b)ﬂu\ _}-)Juﬂ ;jC )

agal Sy il O LeS ceWoll g3 pallaatl a3y ¥ las ¥l g daudlly 5l
0 Al s 1By ¢ gall dal ¥y e ¥y yull 1,5 2 50w ¥ calaly 5 aSU
WLl AV o LS Gunslnall a2 s Gl 4lS

Islam established values that show people what is right in their dealings with one another, and rules and principles based on
equity and justice, the Almighty said: “Allah does not forbid you from dealing kindly and fairly with those who have neither
fought nor driven you out of your homes. Surely Allah loves those who are fair.” [60: 8]

Righteousness, equity, and benevolence do not necessitate support and loyalty, just as aversion and hatred against heresy and
its people do not necessitate being unrighteous, irreverent and unfair toward them, and God has ordered in his book to be
righteous with people who don’t fight [against Muslims], as in the above-mentioned verse.
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What is the meaning of supporting the infidels?

The intention is being a supporter of the infidels out of love for their religion, against his Muslim homeland and its guardians.
That is an act of Major Unbelief which renders one a non-Muslim.




22.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 92, 96-97. (Previ-
ously— 7afsir, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020, pp. 12, 15.)

Removed:

A Quranic verse from Surah al-Jumu'a comparing Jews to “a@ donkey carrying books”for fail-
ing to abide by the Torah and God was removed in this 2022 edition. Past editions of the
textbook further stated that the Jews pretend to be God’s favorites, meaning that they falsely
claimed to be safe from God’s punishment in the afterlife. It was explained that the Quran
challenges the Jews to wish for death, arguing that they will not do so precisely because
they know they are lying, implying that God will indeed punish the Jews after death. The
verses, as well as all passages explaining them, were entirely removed in 2022.
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The Almighty said: “The example of those who were entrusted with the Torah but failed to do so, is that of a donkey carrying
books. How evil is the example of those who reject Allah’s signs! For Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people. Say, [O Prophet],
‘O you who follow Judaism! If you claim that you are allies of Allah , excluding the [other] people, then wish for death, if what
you say is true.” But they will never wish for that because of what their hands have done. And Allah has knowledge of the wrong-
doers. Say, “The death you are running away from will inevitably come to you. Then you will be returned to the Knower of the
seen and unseen, and He will inform you of what you used to do.” [Al-Jumu’ah, 5-8]

These verses explain:

e The lie of those who claim they are Allah’s beloved ones, and that Allah Almighty will never punish them, by challenging them
to wish for death if they indeed are correct.

o That Allah explained that the Jews do not wish for death, because they know they lie with their claims.
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23. Rhetoric and Critical Studies, Grades 10 - 12 (Pathways System — Year 3), 2023-24, p. 102.
(Previously - Arabic Language (6) - Rhetoric and Critical Studies, Grades 10 - 12 (Courses
System), 2022, p. 102; Arabic Language (6) - Rhetoric and Critical Studies, Grades 10 - 12
(Humanities), 2021, p. 102)

Removed:

In a lesson on literature in Islamic history, the 2022 edition of this textbook removed refer-
ences to Jews and infidels, now only discussing prohibited types of poetry in a general man-
ner. Students were previously taught that the Jews wrote poems satirizing Muhammad, and
that infidels wrote poems calling to fight against Islam, and that these were the reasons be-
hind Muhammad’s ban on their poetry.

2021 2022

Arabic Language (6) — Rhetoric and Critical Studies, Arabic Language (6) — Rhetoric and Critical Studies,

Grades 10 - 12 (Humanities), 2021, p. 102. Grades 10 - 12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 102.
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4- Preventing what violates the values of Islam or what
fights against Allah, His Messenger, and the Muslims: in-

4- Preventing what violates the values of Islam or what cluding poetry that criticizes and fights the Muslims [...]

fights against Allah, His Messenger, and the Muslims: in-
cluding the infidels’ poetry that criticizes and fights the
Muslims [...]

The Prophet prohibited the poetry of the Jews, and specif-
ically that of Ka’b ibn al-Ashraf, for they used to write sa-
tirical poems about the Messenger.

*Red font indicates removed content.
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24.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2021, pp. 188-190. (Previously:
Tawhid [1], Grades 10-12 [Joint Program], 2020, pp. 188-190.)

Removed:

A lesson including a paragraph which criticized Christianity for viewing Jesus as divine, with
the textbook referring to this as an exaggeration (ghuldw) and a deviation from “the correct
belief,” was entirely removed.
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The Holy Qur’an mentions the concept of exaggeration twice, and in both times the discourse is directed at Christians. One of
those instances is when the Almighty says:

“O People of the Book! Do not go to extremes regarding your faith; say nothing about Allah except the truth. The Messiah, Jesus,
son of Mary, was no more than a messenger of Allah and the fulfilment of His Word through Mary and a spirit from Him. So,
believe in Allah and His messengers and do not say, “Trinity.” Stop! - for your own good. Allah is only One God. Glory be to Him!
He is far above having a son! To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. And Allah is sufficient as
a Trustee of Affairs.” (An-Nisa, 171.)

There are many forms of exaggeration, including exaggeration in belief, which is manifested in words and action:
1 - Exaggeration in belief: Exceeding the limits of the correct belief to other forms of deviation, including:
* Exaggeration regarding Jesus, elevating him to a degree of divinity.

The Prophet said: “Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians praised the son of Mary, for | am only a Slave. So, call me
the Slave of Allah and His Messenger.”
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25.

Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System, Joint Program), 2021, p. 72; Social Studies,
Grades 10-12 (Courses System, Joint Program), 2020, p. 72; Social Studies, Grades 10-12
(Courses System, Joint Program), 2019, p. 71.

Removed:

A high school social studies textbook for 2022 no longer contains a section describing the
positive results of the First Intifada. Between 2019-2021, the textbooks presented the posi-
tive results of the Intifada, which included increased international sympathy toward the Pal-
estinians, the exposure of the “falsified democracy” of the “Zionist enemy,” ending the Pal-
estinian dependence on the Israeli economy, and negative net migration rate from Israel. In
removing this section, the positive representation of the Intifada, which is built on violent
uprisings against Israelis, has been significantly moderated.
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Repercussions of the Intifada

The losses caused by the Intifada notwithstanding, it marked serious achievements and profits which are summarized in the

following:

® Increasing international sympathy with the Palestinian people and particularly solving the issue of Palestine.

® Revealing the falsified democracy maintained by the Zionist enemy.

® [£nding the Palestinian economy’s dependence on Zionist economic institutions, and establishing an alternative Palestinian
economy.

® Beginning of negative emigration from Israel.
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26.

27.

Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 263. (Previously—Figh (2), Grades 10-12 [Hu-
manities], 2020, p. 263.)

Removed:

Students were taught that martyrs will be forgiven for all their sins. The only exception for
this forgiveness was vaguely stated as “debt.”
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C- Look at the following list and explain the [use of] specification and generality in them:

1- Abdallah ibn Amr ibn al-As reported about the Messenger of Allah, who said: “All the sins of a martyr will be forgiven, except
debt.”

Hadlith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 184. (Previously - Hadith [1], Grades 10 -
12 [Joint Track], 2020, p. 188.)

Removed:

Students were taught that women are not allowed to travel independently unless they are
accompanied by their husbands, or a relative they cannot marry (Mahram). The chapter con-
taining this was entirely removed from the 2022 textbook.
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1.The woman must travel with an unmarriageable relative [Mahram] or a husband, as He [Muhammad] said: “A man must
never be alone with a woman unless there is a Mahram with her. A woman also may not travel with anyone except with a
Mahram.” A person said to Him: “O Messenger of Allah! What if my wife has gone for Hajj while | am enlisted for such and such
a battle?” He replied: “Go and join your wife in Hajj.”
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28. Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2021, p. 145 (Previously- Hadith (2), Grades 10-12
(Humanities), 2020, p. 145)

Removed:

Students are taught that within an Islamic marriage, a wife is never allowed to let anyone
enter the husband’s house without his permission. It should be worth emphasizing that the
phrasing of the sentence refers to “A/s” house and not “their” house. The chapter containing
this was entirely removed from the 2022 textbook.
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Third: She is not to allow anyone to enter his home except with his permission. He [Muhammad)] said: “It is not lawful for a
woman to fast without the permission of her husband, nor should she allow anyone to enter his house without his permission.”
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29.

Family Education, Grade 1, Vol. 2, 2019, pp. 26, 35, 44.
Removed:

In 2022, the restructured Life and Family Skills textbook removed all of the following refer-
ences to gender stereotypes. A first-grade exercise asked students to categorize items of
clothing as “girls’ clothing” or “boys’ clothing.” This arbitrary distinction not only contributed
to unnecessary and potentially damaging gender stereotypes; it also had little basis in reality,
as many of these items are seen worn by people of either gender across the Arab and Muslim
world, not to mention in other cultures. The same textbook also asked female students to
indicate where their “mother prepares food,” a reference to the kitchen, and showed an illus-
tration of a woman preparing food — both insinuating that food preparation is a woman'’s task.
(p. 26)
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[Female students:] Circle the place where your

mother prepares food: 2.1 will color in circles which indicate a girl’s

(p. 44) item of clothing with:

[pink]

And circles which indicate a boy’s item of cloth-
ing with:

[blue]

(p- 35)

| will number the pictures in order and then
speak about them:
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30. Hadith (1), Grades 10 - 12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 146. (Previously - Hadith [1], Grades 10 -
12 [Joint Track], 2020, p. 147.)

Removed:

Students were taught that Muslim women are to be chaste and not put on makeup, dress up,
or speak in an overly feminine manner.
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Following this, chastity has other applications, including:

a....

b. A Muslim woman’s refrain from adorning herself and from being submissive in speech.
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31.  Life and Family Skills, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 61; Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 1,
2022, pp. 12,17, Life and Family Skills, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 38. (Previously - Life and
Family Skills, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 60; Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2021, pp.
12,17, Life and Family Skills, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 36.)

Removed:

Family Education textbooks, which were previously intended only for girls, are now intended
for both genders. As a result, many stereotypical gender roles that were previously taught
only for girls, such as doing laundry, brushing one’s hair, and cleaning the house, are now
taught for both genders. For example, illustrations featuring girls brushing their hair and
cleaning the house are now joined by similar illustrations of boys.

2021
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 12,

- .
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A

Make sure [feminine] to brush your hair every day.

R
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Life and Family Skills, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 36

(A) dal2s &
3

(Bottom right): Tick the box for the right posture while
cleaning, and mark “X” for the incorrect posture, with an
explanation.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

2022
Life and Family Skills, Grade 2, Vol. 1, 2022, pp. 12, 17.
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Life and Family Skills, Grade 5, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 38.
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(Bottom right): Tick the box for the right posture while
cleaning, and mark “X” for the incorrect posture, with an
explanation.
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32.

Islamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (courses system), 2022, p. 77
(Previously: /slamic Studies - Hadith [2], Grades 10-12 [courses system], 2021, p. 93)

Removed:

The 2022 version of a textbook teaching hadiths for high school omitted a comment stating
that some Islamic scholars recommend giving male children twice as many gifts as female
children. The previous version of the textbook even went as far as to call this recommenda-
tion the more “probable” interpretation of the Prophet Muhammad’s words, in contrast with a
dissenting view that gifts should be divided equally regardless of gender. With this discussion
removed entirely, the textbook now simply accepts the Prophet’s position that children’s gifts
should be divided equally without mention of gender, or any other consideration.

2021 2022

Islamic Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12
(courses system), 2021, p. 93.

Islamic Studies - Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (courses
system), 2022, p. 77.
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2. The hadith indicates the necessity of fairness in gift-
giving between children. The Prophet clarified the
meaning of that, by giving gifts equally between his
children; if he gave one, then it was obligatory for him
to give all his children the same. If they are males and
females, then some scholars see fit to treat them

e u}‘J5i

2. The hadith indicates the necessity of fairness in gift-giv-
ing between children in order to avoid mutual envy
and hatred between them. The Prophet clarified the
meaning of that, by giving gifts equally between his chil-
dren; if he gave one, then it was obligatory for him to give
all his children the same.

equally as well, while others argue that the male has
the same share as the two females, like his share of the
inheritance; this is the more probable [interpretation].

*Red font indicates removed content.

*Green font indicates added content.
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33.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 105 (previously
- Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 109; /slamic Studies
- Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 171)

Removed:

When teaching a hadith about the virtue of nurturing daughters and sisters, a Grade 9 Islamic
studies textbook explains that Islam cares for all women, granting them their proper status
and rights. In addition, it is explained that an intelligent, rational person rejoices at the birth
of a girl, and does not prefer males over females. Moreover, the 2022 edition omitted the
comment that kindness toward daughters and sisters must coincide with the Sharia, and that
what contradicts the Sharia is not considered an act of kindness (for instance, granting leni-
ency with regards clothing, and not dressing modestly). This is maintained in 2023.

2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade [slamic Studies - Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade
9, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 171 9, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 109; /slamic Studies - Tawhid,
Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2023-24, p. 105
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Islam cares for women, whether they are
mothers, wives, daughters or sisters, granting
them their [proper] status and their rights.

Caring for daughters and sisters, and being
kind to them and loving them is a great virtue,
and that is a path to entering Heaven.

A rational person rejoices at the arrival of a girl
and is pleased with that, and does not prefer

males over females in upbringing and kindness,
for all are gifts from God and the grace of God.

This kindness must coincide with the Sharia.
What contradicts the Sharia is not considered
an act of kindness, such as: not teaching them
what they must know in matters of religion,

and being lenient with clothing, since they need

to be dressed modestly.

*Red font indicates removed content.
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Islam cares for women, whether they are moth-
ers, wives, daughters or sisters, granting them
their [proper] status and their rights.

Caring for daughters and sisters, and being kind
to them and loving them is a great virtue, and
that is a path to entering Heaven.

A rational person rejoices at the arrival of a girl
and is pleased with that, and does not prefer

males over females in upbringing and kindness,
for all are gifts from God and the grace of God.

214




34.

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, pp.
124-125. (previously: /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 4,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 128-129; /slamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk,
Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 86; /slamic Studies - Hadith, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020, pp. 73-74)

Removed:

As of 2022, a Grade 4 Islamic Studies lesson on the proper conduct towards one’s wife re-
moved an ambiguous question requiring students to identify “Raising the voice and hitting
the wifé’ as either aligned with or contrary to the Prophet’s conduct. Given that the lesson
presented the Prophet as a role model for respectful conduct toward his wives (such as as-
sisting them in housework), the lesson is likely intended for students to identify the above
behavior as contrary to Muhammad’s conduct. Omitting this question may thus reflect an
attempt to dispel any ambiguity surrounding this issue, removing any space for answers that
reflect the opposite, intolerant conduct. This is maintained in 2023.

2020-2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh
and Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 86; /slamic
Studlies - Hadlith, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020, pp. 73-74

Islamic Studies - Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and

Suluk, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023, pp. 124-125; /slamic

Studies - Tawhid, Hadlith and Sira, Figh and Suluk,
Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2022, pp. 128-129
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His [Muhammad’s] service to them [his wives]

The Prophet used to perform some of the housework il [iueieiel o sevvhae (9 e (R vives)

and assist his wives. ‘A’isha was asked: “what would
the Prophet do in the house?” she responded: “he
would help his wives, and when he would hear the call
to prayer [adhan] he would leave to pray.”
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Calling the wife by her preferred name > Aligns with
the Prophet's dealings with his wives

Making coffee and serve it to the wife > Aligns with
the Prophet's dealings with his wives

Raising the voice and hitting the wife > Contrary to the
Prophet's dealings with his wives

Preventing the wife from visiting her family > Contrary
to the Prophet's dealings with his wives

*Red font indicates removed content.

The Prophet used to perform some of the housework and
assist his wives. A’isha was asked: “what would the Prophet
do in the house?” she responded: “he would help his wives,
and when he would hear the call to prayer [adhan] he would
leave to pray.”
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Calling the wife by her preferred name > Aligns with the
Prophet's dealings with his wives

Making coffee and serve it to the wife > Aligns with the
Prophet's dealings with his wives

Preventing the wife from visiting her family > Contrary to
the Prophet's dealings with his wives
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35.

Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 230. (Previously - Social Studies, Grade 8,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 232; Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 98; Social Studies and Civics,
Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 100; Social and National Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2017, p. 51.)

Removed:

An exercise excluding Iran from a chart showing the nations bordering the Strait of Hormuz
was removed in the textbook’s 2022 edition. While the 2017 edition did mention Iran as one
of the countries bordering the Strait of Hormuz, the 2019-2021 editions excluded Iran from
the list, and the 2022 and 2023 editions do not mention the names of countries bordering
the Strait at all.

2017 2019, 2022, 2021 2022,2023- 24
Social and National Studies, Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 2, Social Studies, Grade 8, Vol. 1-3,
Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2017, p. 51. 2021, p. 98; Social Studies, 2023-24, p. 230; Social Studies,
7 T Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 98; So- Grade 8, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 232.
ot : B cial Studies and Civics, Grade 8,
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Complete the following chart by fill- T E I

ing in the straits and canals of the

Arab and Islamic Worlds: C. Fill in the straits and canals of the

[Table top row:] The Strait or the i ] ; / ,‘4rab ar?d Islamic Worlds as spea:ﬁed

Canal; Connecting; Bordering States & (ol Whe eienis e @omens off in the first example of the following
the Arab and Islamic Worlds as chart.

[Second row:] Hormuz; The Arabian specified in the first example of

Gulf with the Sea of Oman; Oman e g e [Table top row:] The Strait or the Ca-

and Iran nal; Connecting.
[Table top row:] The Strait or the
Canal; Connecting,; Bordering

States

[Second row:] Hormuz; The Arabian
Gulf with the Gulf of Oman.

[Second row:] Hormuz; The Ara-
bian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman;
The Sultanate of Oman and the
United Arab Emirates

*Red font indicates removed content.
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36.

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2023-24, p. 170 (Previously -
Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2022, p. 170; /slamic Studies
- Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 264)

Removed:

In a grade 7 Islamic Studies textbook, a section prescribing the beating of children over 10
years old who fail to perform prayers was removed from a chapter on prayer in the 2022
edition. The 2021 edition had stated that parents should beat children over 10 years old who
fail to perform the prayer, strengthening the argument with a hadith. In 2022, the part of this
hadith that refers to beating was omitted, as was the explanation of the duty of parents to
beat their children in this context. The omitted part was not reinstated in 2023.

2021 2022, 2023-24

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7,
Vol. 1, 2021, p. 264

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadlith, Figh,
Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2022, 2023-24, p. 170
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Legal consequence of the five prayers

They are enjoined on a child who reaches 7 years of age, for
him to become accustomed to this great act of worship.

And his parents will beat him when he is 10 years of age if
he fails to perform it.

According to a hadith transmitted by Abd Allah b. ‘Amr, that
the prophet said: “Command your children to perform Salat
(prayer) when they are seven years old, and beat them for
(not offering) it when they are ten, and do not let (boys and
girls) sleep together.”

*Red font indicates removed content.

Legal consequence of the five prayers

They are enjoined on a child who reaches 7 years of
age, for him to become accustomed to this great act
of worship.

According to a hadith transmitted by Abd Allah b.
‘Amr, that the prophet said: “Command your children
to perform Salat (prayer) when they are seven years
old.”
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37.

Islamic Studies - Figh (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities Track), 2021, pp. 257, 269.

Removed:

In 2022, the below textbook removed two quotations of a Quranic verse that states: “As 7for
the thief, the male and the female, amputate their hands.” The verse was quoted twice as an
example of issues concerning the understanding of Quranic verses based on grammatical
issues. In one case, the textbook also explained in its own words that, based on the Quranic
verse, the amputation of thieves' hands is obligatory, without explaining whether this ruling
is relevant in modern times. The 2022 textbook removed this verse, leaving other examples
for the issues taught, possibly in order to avoid discussion of violent punishment.
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Textual formulas of generalization:
Generalization is understood according to the meaning of Arabic expression in many forms, including:

2 — Words made definite by the article which indicates inclusion, and words made definite by the construct state — whether
singular or plural — for example:

The Almighty's saying: "As for the thief, the male and the female, amputate their hands." [Al-Ma'ida Surah, 38]
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Cases of generalization and limitation

The Almighty's saying: "As for the thief, the male and the female, amputate their hands."... the word "hands" is unlimited in the
first verse... the ruling regarding the first verse is that the amputation is obligatory... the Sunnah explains that the amputation is
from the wrist.
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38.

Life Skills and Family Education, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, p. 35. (Previously
- Life Skills and Family Education, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2021, p. 35.)

Removed:

The example made a distinction between men and women in Islam, stating that although
they both have rights and obligations, men are superior to women and are responsible for
them. Students are now only tasked with explaining the rights and duties of men and women
in the household.

2021 2022
Life Skills and Family Education, Grades 10 - 12 Life Skills and Family Education, Grades 10-12
(Joint Track), 2021, p. 35. (Courses System), 2022, p. 35.
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Activity 2: Islam is distinguished by distributing the L
. . . . Activity 2:
rights and duties between spouses, in a way that fits
the function of each of them. Man is superior by the de- 1. What are the rights of the husband/ the wife toward
gree of guardianship. The Almighty said: ‘Women have their family?
rights similar to those of men equitably, although men 2. What are the duties of the husband/ the wife toward

have a degree [of responsibility] above them.” [Al-
Bagarah: 228]

their family?

1. What are the wife’s rights and duties toward her
family?

2. What are the husband'’s rights and duties toward his
wife and children?

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Red font indicates removed content.
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39.

Arabic Language (5) - Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Courses System), 2022, pp. 106,
137. (Previously - Arabic Language (5) - Literature Studies, Grades 10-12 (Humanities),
2021, pp. 106, 137)

Removed:

In a lesson on poetry, the 2022 textbook removed the subject “opposing the Jewish sett/e-
ment of Palesting’ from the examples of patriotic poetry and removed the paragraph about
political poetry. Previously, students were taught different types of poetry, including patriotic
poetry, exemplified by the subject “opposing the Jewish settlement of Palestine;” and politi-
cal poetry, which was exemplified by the subject “the Jews’occupation of the holy land.” The
example still states that “opposing foreign colonialism”is among the most prominent subjects
of this poetry genre.

2021 2022
Arabic Language (5) - Literature Studies, Grades Arabic Language (5) - Literature Studjes, Grades
10-12 (Humanities), 2021, pp. 106, 137. 10-12 (Humanities), 2022, pp. 106, 137.
"J': gl 3:,—% el s e Gl B0 21 5 iy b a1 (Y 3l ag gkl »j:j\i: ;r::&i:j;:“j:‘.,ﬁ :{';L“

Slatae¥) agliay (SR a1 Jlemn¥l uglin gl o bl G el aldl c il A Gle g

2. Patriotic poetry, in which the impact of the political
conditions from which the Arab world suffers in the mod-

ern era appears. Among its most prominent subjects,
2. Patriotic poetry, in which the impact of the political which poets in the Arab world employ: opposing foreign
conditions from which the Arab world suffers in the mod- colonialism until independence.
ern era appears. Among its most prominent subjects,
which poets in the Arab world employ: opposing foreign
colonialism until independence and opposing the Jewish

settlement of Palestine.

b) Political poetry discusses the issues of Arab peoples
and how they oppose colonialism, such as the Algerian re-
volt and the Palestinian issue and the Jews’ occupation of
the holy land. The poetry centers on describing feelings of
anger toward the occupation and depicting the agony
and resistance.

*Red font indicates removed content.
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40.

41.

Content Removed in 2021

Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020, p. 71.

Students were taught Quranic verses recounting the stories of Israelites who went fishing
on the Sabbath but denied doing so in front of God, and therefore were turned into monkeys
(Al-Araf 7:163-66). According to the now-removed chapter, those “wrongdoers from among
the Jews” were turned into “real (or ‘actual) monkeys,” indicating that the story should have

been interpreted literally and not as a metaphor.
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3 .The futility of tricks attempting to obstruct the law of Allah, breaking limits [hudud] set by Him, and performing what He
forbids. The way the Jews acted when they threw their nets into the sea on Friday for fishing, and then pulled the nets out on

Sunday. And they say: “we did not do anything on Saturday.”

6. Allah punished the wrongdoers from among the Jews by turning them into real monkeys.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 136. (Previously—
Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 67.)

Jews are no longer characterized as disobedient. In a section interpreting verses from the
Qurianic At-Taghabun Surah, a text was removed which explained that while true believers
are good and abide by Allah and Muhammad, Jews are seen negatively for doing the exact

opposite.

2020

Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 7, Vol.

2,2020, p. 67.
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2. Listening to Allah and His Messenger and obedience to them are
characteristics of the true believer, whereas disobedience is the
characteristic of the Jews about whom Allah Almighty said: “They
say, ‘We listen, and we disobey.” (An-Nisa [The Women], 46)

*Red font indicates removed content.

2021
Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 136.
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2. Listening to Allah and His Messenger and obedience to
them are characteristics of the true believer.
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42.

43.

Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 142.

Jews are accused of describing Allah as poor and boasting about their own wealth, a con-
ventional antisemitic trope. In a passage describing different forms of atheism, one is noted
as the act of attributing false qualities to Allah, with an example given of Jews saying “Allah
is poor; we are rich.”
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4- Describing Allah with inappropriate qualities, such as the Jews who described him as poor. The Almighty said: “Indeed, Allah
has heard those who said, “Allah is poor; we are rich!” (Ali Imran [Family of Imran], 181.)

Hadliith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 72; Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020;
Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 47.

A hadith about a sick Jewish boy being cured after embracing Islam, followed by Muhammad
praising Allah for saving “the boy from Hellfire’ (implying that he would have gone to Hell
simply because he is a Jew) was removed from different Islamic education textbooks that
inserted this hadith into different contexts.

(The following screenshot is from Hadith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 72.)
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Anas reported: A young Jewish boy who was in the service of the Prophet fell ill. So, the Prophet went to visit him. He sat down
by his head and said to him: “Embrace Islam.” He [the Jewish boy] looked at his father who was sitting beside him, and he said
to him: “Obey Abul-Qassim [Muhammad].” So, he embraced Islam, and the Prophet stepped out, saying: “Praise be to Allah
Who has saved him from Hellfire.”
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44.

45.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 100.

Instead of implying that a sick Jewish boy - discussed in a hadith - would have gone to Hell
had he not embraced Islam, the hadith in 2021 was shortened to simply mention Muhammad
visiting the boy, as an example of the Prophet’s righteous conduct toward non-Muslims.

2020 2021

Hadlith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 101 Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and
Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 100

1 W mgigedtd mgt o 5akie s mgi )

—‘—‘.‘—UliJJ.))JLjt,'v";{Q\QU:J‘;,‘J&ﬁ‘hwé:k‘hﬁu;'f]Jslgpbﬂ?;} 4 . )‘3:“’”)“5

Lty sl JUb 4y

B ) £ ol A 5 U 050 gy it ) s
PO pr 0325 11 oty 2 5y g2 Vs o % =t eUGL@rjd‘&%\;AI pi (24 o2 OIS Uil e
Visiting them and their sick to invite them to Islam: Visiting them and their sick:
Anas reported: A young Jewish boy who was in the service
of the Prophet fell ill. So, the Prophet went to visit him. He
sat down by his head and said to him: ‘Embrace Islam.” He
[the Jewish boy] looked at his father who was sitting beside
him, and he said to him: ‘Obey Abul-Qassim [Muhammad].”
So, he embraced Islam, and the Prophet stepped out, say-
ing: ‘Praise be to Allah Who has saved him from Hellfire.”

Anas reported: A young Jewish boy who was in the service of the
Prophet fell ill. So, the Prophet went to visit him.

*Red font indicates removed content.

Tafsir, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 34.

After learning verses from Surah 29 of the Qurian (Al-Ankabut,) students were instructed to
speculate as to why the Jews and Christians refused to accept Muhammad as their prophet.
The implied answer is that the Jews and the Christians’ immoral character prevented them
from doing so.

™
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Think: Despite making his case to them, the People of the Book refused to recognize the Prophet’s status as Messenger and the
Qur‘an that was revealed to him. In your assessment, what prevented them from having Faith and entering Islam?
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46.

Hadith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 41%°

Children were taught an antisemitic story of a Jewish woman poisoning and attempting to
kill the Prophet Muhammad. While based on established Islamic oral tradition (hadith), this
portrayal is primarily rejected in mainstream Islam as unsubstantiated hearsay. The paragraph

was removed from the 2020 textbook.

2019
Hadith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol.2, 2019, p. 41.
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In Medina:

* Anas narrated that a Jewish woman brought poisoned
mutton to the Messenger of God, and he ate of it. She was
then brought to the Messenger of God who asked her about
it. She replied, “I intended to kill you.”

“God would not give you control over that,” he said, or per-
haps: “God would not give you control over my fate.”

“Should we not kill her?” asked [the Prophet’s Companions],
but he told them: “No.”

* Abd al-Rahman ibn Khanbash al-Tamimi narrated...

*Red font indicates removed content

*Green font indicates new content.

29 Removed for September 2020.

2021

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sirah, Figh and
Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 2 ,2021, p. 78.
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Cases of divine protection for the Prophet in Medina:

* Abd al-Rahman ibn Khanbash al-Tamimi narrated...
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47. Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 196. (Previously - Social Studjes, Grade 4,
Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 196; Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 72; Social Studies and Civics,
Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 68; Social Studies and Civics, Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 70.)

Remaining:

An explicit reference to Israelites (Bani /sra7l, [Children of Israel]) trying to Kill the prophet
Jesus (‘Isa) was replaced in 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023 with the more indirect “some of
Jesus’s nation.” However, students might still understand this as referring to Jews.

2019 2020 2021, 2022 ,2023-24

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 1-3,
2023-24, p. 196; Social Studies,
Grade 4, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 196;

Social Studies, Grade 4, Vol. 2,

Social Studies and Civics, Grade
4,Vol. 2,2020, p. 68

Social Studies and Civics, Grade 4,
Vol. 2, 2019, p. 70
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The Miracles of Jesus: ...

In the end, the infidels among the
Children of Israel conspired against
[Jesus], fearing that people would
put their faith in him and start fol-
lowing him because of his miracles.
Thus, they attempted to kill him;
however, God rescued him from
their hands, and brought him up to

The Miracles of Jesus: ...

In the end, some of [Jesus’s] nation
conspired against him, fearing that
people would put their faith in him
and start following him because of
his truthfulness and miracles. Thus,
they attempted to kill him,; how-
ever, God rescued him from their
hands, and brought him up to Him.

The Miracles of Jesus: ...

After people believed in him, some
of [Jesus’s] nation conspired
against him, because of his truth-
fulness and miracles. Thus, they at-
tempted to kill him; however, God
rescued him from their hands, and

Him. brought him up to Him.

*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Green font indicates added content.
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48. Tawhid (5), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Science and Administration), 2019, pp. 151-52. (Also in
Tawhid (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, pp. 221-22.)3°

A passage teaching against befriending non-believers equated Jews and Christians with “in-
fidels,” clearly framing them as “enemies of God.”
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Forbidden Amity

That means taking the infidels’ side, by loving them and aiding them against Muslims. As God said: “Let not believers take dis-
believers as allies rather than believers. And whoever of you does that has nothing with God, except when taking precaution
against them in prudence. And God warns you of Himself, and to God is the destination.” (3:28) This is God’s prohibition on
Believers from taking the infidels’ side in terms of affection and assistance.

The Reason why Taking the Infidels’ Side is Forbidden
God Almighty forbids taking the infidels’ side for several reasons:
1. The infidels are the enemies of God. God makes his enmity to them known in many Verses, such as: [...]

2. Taking the infidels’ side leads to acceptance of their unbelief, which in turn negates one’s acceptance of God as God, Islam as
faith and Muhammad as God'’s Messenger.

3. The infidels are the enemies of Islam and its people. The Almighty said: “Oh you who believe, do not take the Jews and the
Christians as allies, they are allies of each other, and whoever among you takes them as allies is surely one of them, indeed God

does not guide the evildoers.” [...]

4. Taking the infidels’ side causes one to rely on them and come to their aid, which in turn brings about God’s punishment and
wrath [...]

30 Removed for September 2020.
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49.

50.

Hadlith and Islamic Culture (5), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Science and Administration,) 2019,
p. 13. (Also, in Hadith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an),
2019, p. 13)*

Students learned that one of the goals of studying the science of hadith - evaluating the
credibility of Islamic oral tradition - is to keep the Islamic religion clear of israTliyyat, Israelite
traditions. It was explained that these traditions indirectly cause divisions within the Islamic
nation (ummah).
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5. To purify the mind and protect it from superstitions and Israelite traditions, which serve to corrupt both faith and practice,
and weaken the mainstay of nations. They shatter the [Islamic] Nation into various sects and factions which do not make a dis-
tinction between truth and falsehood, thus making it easy prey for any man preaching error.

Hadlith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur’an), 2019, p. 162.
(Also, in Hadlith and Islamic Culture (5), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Science and Administration),
2019, p. 110)32

The text condemned Jewish religion as “negligent” [tafrif] and Christian religion as “exces-
sive” [ghulaw], arguing that Islam is superior to both.
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First: Islam is the Middle Way between Excess and Strictness

The religion of Islam is the middle way, in terms of beliefs, methodology, stipulations, practices, laws, and ethics, in its interac-
tions and conduct, and in all matters. It distances itself from the excesses of the Christians, and the negligence of the Jews.

31 Removed for September 2020.
32 Removed for September 2020.
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Hadlith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Quran), 2019, pp.
324-25.33

The Temple Mount was equated with the Al-Agsa Mosque, as the Jews were accused of
desecrating it by turning it into a marketplace for lending and exchanging money. The Jews
were also blamed as a collective for killing Jesus’s disciples, Zechariah (Zakarya) and John
(Yahya) the Baptist, as well as attempting to kill Jesus (‘Isa) himself. Finally, it was stated that
the Jews had lost interest in the Al-Agsa Mosque/Temple Mount - implying that their pre-
sent-day claims to it are fabricated - and that the Western Wall is the wall to which Muham-
mad tied his beast Al-Buraq to, thus claiming that site as Islamic.
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The Al-Agsa Mosque is located in the southeastern part of Occupied Jerusalem, encompassing an area of 144,000 square me-
ters. The first to build the Al-Aqsa Mosque was the Prophet of God, Abraham. . . . The Al-Agsa Mosque was destroyed multiple
times. When God sent Jesus, He commanded the Children of Israel to protect it, purify it and take care for it. However, they did
not follow what He had commanded them, and continued to deviate from the right path. So numerous were their crimes, that
they began to adulterate the very sanctity of the Al-Agsa Mosque. They turned it into a marketplace for money changers and
money lenders, and as a playground for pigeons. Their sinfulness grew even greater, as they killed Zechariah and John [the Bap-
tist], and tried to kill Jesus

When the Romans succeeded in conquering the territory of Palestine, one of their rulers burned Jerusalem and destroyed the
Al-Agsa Mosque. Afterwards, the Jews paid that holy place no heed, and as time went by, they forgot its location, and their
books disagreed as to its whereabouts. The mosque’s grounds became vacant of any building except for remains of the wall
which surrounded the mosque. Part of that is the Al-Burag Wall, to which the Prophet tied his riding beast on the Night of As-
cension.

33 Removed for September 2020.
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52.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, pp. 35-36.

A hadith stating that the Jews and the Christians “took their rabbis and monks as lords’-
constituting a form of idol worship - was removed in 2021 from a section that teaches stu-
dents not to obey anyone but Allah in deciding what is allowed and forbidden. Instead, the
textbook inserts a different, general Quranic verse.

2020
Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 42
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Fourth: Obeying others than Allah in permitting what is for-
bidden or forbidding what is permitted. Legislation is Allah
Almighty’s right, so it is not allowed to obey anyone in per-
mitting what Allah has forbidden or by forbidding what Allah
Almighty has allowed, whether they are scholars, rulers,
heads of tribes and so forth, because this is picking them up
as deities while excluding the Exalted Allah, and this is part
of the Greater Polytheism. This type of polytheism is called:
the polytheism of obedience.

Adi ibn Hatim reported: “I came to the Prophet while | had a
cross of gold around my neck. He said: ‘O Adi! Remove this
idol from yourself!” I heard him recite from Surah Bara’ah:
‘They have taken their rabbis and monks as well as the Mes-
siah, son of Mary, as lords besides Allah, even though they
were commanded to worship none but One God. There is no
god [worthy of worship] except Him. Glorified is He above
what they associate [with Him]!” He said: As for them, they
did not worship them, but when they made something law-
ful for them, they considered it lawful, and when they made
something unlawful for them, they considered it unlawful.”

*Red font indicates removed content

*Green font indicates added content

2021

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021, pp. 35-36
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Fourth: Obeying others than Allah in permitting what is for-
bidden or forbidding what is permitted. Legislation is Allah
Almighty’s right, so it is not allowed to obey anyone in per-
mitting what Allah has forbidden or by forbidding what Allah
Almighty has allowed, whether they are scholars, rulers,
heads of tribes and so forth, because if one obeys them
while knowing that it contradicts Allah’s rule, then this is
picking them up as deities while excluding the Exalted Allah,
and this is part of the Greater Polytheism. This type of poly-
theism is called: the polytheism of obedience.

The Almighty said: “Do not falsely declare with your tongues,
‘This is lawful, and that is unlawful,’ fabricating lies against
Allah. Indeed, those who fabricate lies against Allah will
never succeed” [An-Nahl, 116].
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Hadlith and Islamic Culture (5), Grades 10 - 12, Level 5 (Science and Administration,) 2019,
p. 111. (Also, Hadith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10 - 12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an,)
2019, p. 163.)

The Saudi curriculum presented Islam as a perfect middle ground between the extreme be-
liefs of the Jews and the Christians. Judaism was criticized for rejecting Jesus (‘Isa) and
imbuing God with human attributes, while Christianity was criticized for equating Jesus with
God.
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Ibn Taymiyyah, God rest his soul, once said: “As far as God’s attributes are concerned, the Muslims take the middle path be-
tween the Jews—who equate the Creator with Creation; and the Christians—who equate Creation to the Creator. The Muslims
ascribe to the Creator the attribute of perfection, and consider Him to be above the attributes of imperfection.”

4. The Muslim’s beliefs take the middle path regarding the prophets of God, His messengers, and His books. They believe in all
of them, unlike the Christians who go too far in their regard of Jesus, and the Jews who accused him of lying and fought him.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 28

A negative depiction of Jews and Christians has been removed in 2021, in which their
claims regarding Jesus were refuted — the Jews, who claim to have killed him, and the
Christians, who claim he is a god.

2020 2021

Tawhid, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 21 Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 28
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7. Isa will descend at the end of times and will rule by Mu-
hammad’s Sharia. Abu Hurairah reported: “The Messen-
ger of Allah said: ‘By Him in Whose Hands my soul is,
surely the son of Mary will soon descend amongst you

7. Isa will descend at the end of times and will rule by Mu-
hammad’s Sharia. Abu Hurairah reported: “The Messenger of
Allah said: By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, surely the son
of Mary will soon descend amongst you and will judge man-
kind justly . . .” This Hadith contains a response to two groups:
The first are the Jews who claimed to have killed Isa, and the

and will judge mankind justly . ..”

second are the Christians who claimed that Isa is a god.

*Red font indicates removed content
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55. Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 44.

This textbook’s 2020 version removes the allegation that “a group of Jews” were the insti-
gators behind the Battle of the Trench (626 AD), waged between Muslims and non-Muslim
Arabians for control of Medina. The text now explains in more general terms that the cause
of the battle was the Arabian tribes’ offensive against the Muslims. It is worth noting that in
this example, the word “infidels” was removed.

2019 2020-2021
Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 44 Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2020-2021, p. 46
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Battle of the Trench (5 AH): Battle of the Trench (5 AH):

Cause of the Battle: A group of Jews incited the infidels of Cause of the Battle: The Quraysh and other tribes set out

Quraysh and other tribes to attack the Muslims. to attack the Muslims.

*Red font indicates removed content
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56.

Tawhid (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, pp. 174, 263.34

The Saudi textbook held a Jewish man responsible for the assassination the third caliph,
‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (656 AD), by members of the heterodox Kharijite sect; a major event in
Islamic history, and a milestone in the development of the Sunni-Shiite divide. The Jewish
man, Abdullah ibn Saba, referred to as “this Jew,” was described as a liar and a traitor; he
was blamed for spreading discord and disunity among the Muslim community and creating
the major rifts that define Islam to this day - specifically, between Sunnis and Shiites.
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... The reason for the discord: the infidels conspired against Islam and its people. A crooked charlatan infiltrated [the Muslims]
ranks: the head of the Hypocrisy, Abdullah ibn Saba,” who falsely and misleadingly pretended to be a Muslim. This Jew began
spitting his hatred and poison against the third Righteous Caliph, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, and it pleased him; he fabricated charges
against the Caliph. Around him gathered those who had been fooled by him: short-sighted, weak in faith, lovers of discord. The
conspiracy resulted with the unjust murder of the Righteous Caliph ‘Uthman. Following his death, conflict broke out among the
Muslims and discord blazed among some of the Companions of the Prophet. |[...]
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Schemes by the Enemies of Islam: there were people who entered Islam, who had no intention of having faith in it, whose sole
intention was to destroy Islam and concoct schemes against it. Such was Abdullah ibn Saba, the Jew who entered Islam and

spread discord against the Caliph ‘Uthman ibn Affan. The discord he led resulted in the murder of ‘Uthman ibn Affan, and the
emergence of the Kharijites and the Rafidites [heterodox sects of Islam].

34 Removed for September 2020
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S7.

Hadlith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur‘an), 2019, p. 211.

35

A description of the people who wronged and hurt Muhammad throughout his life included
the Jews of Medina, who were accused of plotting against him, and potentially also of dou-
ble-crossing him and breaching their agreements with him.
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Anyone who contemplates the Prophet’s biography can see how his life’s circumstances changed between peace and war,
wealth and poverty, and safety and fear; he was established in his homeland, then abandoned it for God’s sake and migrated
away from it.

His loved ones and friends died between his hands.

The infidels hurt him in all sorts of ways: they accused of him of lies, mocked him, and kept people away from his path. They
prompted him to leave his homeland, and declared war against him. They incited people to open hostilities with him and join
forces against him, invaded his adopted home in order to destroy it, bury his religion alive and eradicate him.

They made common cause against him with the Jews and Hypocrites in Medina who were his enemies, and with the plots they
had concocted against him; they double-crossed him, breached the treaty they had made with him, allied with the idolaters to
fight him, and endeavored to treacherously murder him in secret.

Nevertheless, he did nothing but bear it all with patience as God had commanded.

[.]

35 Removed for September 2020.

233




58. Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 26.3¢

Jews and Christians were cursed by Muhammad for the worship of tombs, as seenin a
hadith inserted into a chapter that forbids such a practice. The paragraph was removed
from the 2020 textbook.

2019 2021

Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 26. Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith and Sirah, Figh
and Suluk, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 66.
SO0 |93lSPSL,“angQAQL9 s ;IEE‘E;U‘JLW :‘JE‘%%M o 238 O3 15318 @SL3 OS (e 0l Yo wss T ) anas B 2 0 e @
e Uelld ppe pﬂc-'-“ il ot L y9all 15155 Y Ml eulling M:h__.;\ 0t e ) 3 i e il i 513 skl vgamlamy el
4 duases 7ty 3ile A2 all sy 35 W 9 55 ulic 0l ey 2l
J«jwlﬁjﬂw el e tliS s JUE dgrs e LS @il Dl dens Gle | 1 yunqub narrated that he heard the Prophet say: “Those
3 u-“‘:' ol i ayh J,)-‘l Al Yile).algaiiols sy snluus @gilidl 133153551 | who preceded you used to take the graves of their prophets
= %3 and righteous men as mosques, but you must not take
' graves as mosques; | forbid you to do that.”
1. Jundub narrated that he heard the Prophet say: “Those who
preceded you used to take the graves of their prophets and
righteous men as mosques, but you must not take graves as
mosques; | forbid you to do that.”

A’isha and Abdullah ibn Abbas narrated that when the Mes-
senger of Allah became bedridden, he started applying a gar-
ment of his to his face, and when he felt hot and short of
breath, he took it off his face, saying: “God curse the Jews and
the Christians for taking the graves of their prophets as places
of worship. Beware of what they have done!” (Otherwise, his
own grave would have become a focus of attention, despite his
fears that it would be made into a mosque.)

*Red font indicates removed content.
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59. Tawhid, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 38.%

The sin of mocking God was taught with a negative example of a statement attributed to
“the Jews,” who said that “God’s hands are tied.” This example was removed in the 2020
textbook, and in 2021 it appeared again without specifying that it was the Jews who said it.
Although Jews were not mentioned in 2021, students might understand that it is attributed
to the Jews, the Qurianic verse itself from which it is taken (5:64) attributes this statement

to “the Jews.”
2019 2020 2021
Tawhid, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2019. p. Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Hadith
38 and Sirah, Figh and Suluk, Grade and Sirah, Figh and Suluk, Grade

9, Vol. 2, 2020. p. 195

i sy 50l U3 o s bl Ty 1 )

1. Mocking God Almighty. For example:
the Jews, who say that God’s hands are
tied.
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Some examples of mocking God are as

9, Vol. 2, 2021. p. 34
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1. Mocking God Almighty. For example:
the saying that God’s hands are tied.

follows: Inappropriate sayings about

God made by some fools.

60. [Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 101.

A demonizing hadith about “a group of Jews” who curse Muhammad, to which he responds
with tolerance, was replaced with a different hadith that demonstrates the Prophet’s gener-
osity and tolerance without mentioning Jews or any other group.

2020
Hadith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 101
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Aisha, may Allah protect her, the wife of the Prophet, re-
ported: “A group of Jews came to Allah's Messenger and
said: ‘as-sam alaykum [poison be upon you]!” Aisha, may Al-
lah protect her, said in response: ‘I understood that, so | said
‘as-sam alayku [and curse you too]!” “She said: Allah's Mes-
senger said: Be calm, O Aisha! Allah loves forbearance in all
matters.” | said, “O Allah's Messenger! Haven't you heard
what they [the Jews] have said?” Allah's Messenger said: “I
have [already] said [to them] ‘and upon you!”

37 Removed for September 2020.

2021

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Hadith and Sira, Figh
and Suluk, Grade 6, Vol. 1, p. 99
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Ibn Mas’ud reported: “I can still recall as if | am seeing the
Messenger of Allah resembling one of the Prophets whose
people scourged him and shed his blood, while he wiped
blood from his face, he said: “O Allah! Forgive my people,
because they certainly do not know.”
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61. Hadith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 42.#

Students are asked to write about how God protected different Prophets from harm, with
one example being “the Jews” wanting to kill Jesus (‘Isa).
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Mention how God protected His Prophets, peace be upon them, in the following places:

[.]

4. Jesus, when the Jews wanted to kill him.

62. [Islamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2020, pp. 176, 180.

Polytheism is described as the greatest sin possible, which is unforgivable by Allah and pun-
ished by an eternity in Hell. Hence, Muslims are to avoid taking on any characteristic of pol-
ytheists. Even though the following text was removed, the 2021 version still teaches about
polytheism and the need to avoid it.
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Allah Almighty does not forgive polytheism:

Polytheism is the greatest sin; thus, Allah Almighty does not forgive it. The Almighty said: “Indeed, Allah does not forgive asso-
ciating others with Him [in worship], but forgives anything else of whoever He wills. And whoever associates others with Allah
has indeed committed a grave sin.” (An-Nisa [The Women], 48)

It is narrated on the authority of Jabir, that the Messenger of Allah said: “He who met Allah without associating anything with
Allah entered Paradise and he who met Him associating [anything] with Him entered Fire.”

Warning about the characteristics of polytheists:

As Greater Polytheism results in Hell, many texts warn about it, describe the characteristics of those who practice it, order the
Muslim to take on the characteristics of the people of Tawhid, and emulate their leader Muhammad.

38 Removed for September 2020.

236




63. [slamic Studies—Tafsir, Hadith, Tawhid, Figh, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 30. (Previously—
Tafsir, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 46.)

Verses from the Al-Furgan Surah teach that polytheists always collaborate against Allah, with
the textbook’s interpretation even adding that they collaborate with the devil. Students are
taught that the Qur'an states polytheists will go to Hell, instead of the Paradise that awaits
believers.
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“Yet, they worship others besides Allah what can neither benefit nor harm them. And the disbeliever always collaborates
against their Lord.” (Al-Furgan [The Criterion], 55) The polytheist was helping the devil against his Lord by associating others
with Allah, showing Him his disobedience.

The Ayah proves:
The polytheists have no excuse to worship deities, as they know that they will neither cause harm nor be of help.

“And We have sent you [O Prophet] only as a deliverer of good news and a warner.” (Al-Furqan [The Criterion], 56) Good news
of Heaven for believers, and a warning of Hell for the polytheists.

64. Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 51.%°

In a section teaching to shun infidels, hypocrites, and polytheists, students were taught that
God does not allow making friends with “infidels.”
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b. God Almighty forbade befriending the infidels. As He said: “You will not find a people who believe in God and the Last Day
having affection for those who oppose God and His Messenger, even if they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or
their kindred. Those—He has decreed within their hearts faith and supported them with spirit from Him. And We will admit
them to gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally. God is pleased with them, and they are pleased with
Him—those are the party of God. Unquestionably, the party of God—they are the successful.” [58:22]
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65.

Hadith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, pp.
143-45.4°

Love of life and dislike of death were taught to be a source of terrible weakness and sinful-
ness of contemporary Muslims, which will ultimately lead to them being attacked and subju-
gated by the nations of the world.
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Thawban, slave of the Prophet, narrated that the Prophet said: “Nations will soon summon one another to attack you, as peo-
ple, when eating, invite others to share their dish. Will that be because of our small numbers at that time?” someone asked.
“No,” the Prophet replied, “You will be numerous at that time; but you will be scum and rubbish like that carried down by a tor-
rent. God will remove the fear of you from the hearts of your enemy, and shove enervation into your hearts.”

“O Messenger of God, what is enervation?” someone asked.

The Prophet replied, “Love of this world and dislike of death.”

Lo Liaa A

Sy @Salilae ) Lians egunny 235l @aly a8 3,8 seus O iy | alus O @) clig,

.‘QS_S" ‘9_.1‘ ‘Qil-lﬂ__
The Word /ts Meaning
Nations will soon summon one an- Soon, unbelieving groups and misguided nations will call on each other to fight
other to attack you you and break your might.

ol el 8 3 Al 231 gl mially Olsally Ja1 sl 501 ol 5 Sl G50 v
L@.A.LCLGA_‘.Lmj 3,391 e L JLaas¥iy Lu.d\_.:d‘«_.}dlml)s» )_“_.l gl «Lu_ld\ _.;.» VS
23 Dk il e et 0 B L B B il o s, T i 3
4sS> gy 555 Ll oS alse

@60 ruaily @ginis Jla 8 Srelull e dalus Lgilisly Lgfle caManl Lle @ad & Gle Caantl Js
Bl slial coe WlaR, 1500

o

3. The Prophet summarized the cause which brings about humiliation, degradation, and weakness of this great and powerful
[Islamic] Nation. In one word: “love of this world,” which leads to “disdain for death.” Loving this world and preoccupying one-
self with it, at the expense of the hereafter—giving it precedence over the hereafter - is the root cause of every sin. In fact, the
whole reason for the Nation’s weakness and disunity stems from that cause, and this is made clear by all of the Prophet’s
words and his great wisdom.

4. The hadith shows that the nations of the world, regardless of ethnicity or faith, would reign supreme over the Muslims if
those become weak and devoted to this world, neglecting the sources of power.

40 Removed for September 2020.
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66.

Islamic Studies—Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 65.

Students were taught that sorcery is a form of infidelity, punishable by death. Students still
learn that sorcerers will be punished, however the nature of this punishment is now vague

and non-specific, as it shall be “according to the laws of Islamic Sharia.”

2020
Tawhid, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2020, p. 75.
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The Sorcerer’s Punishment in the World.:

First: The sorcerer, who practices the sorcery of trickery and
deception, both of which are infidelity, will be punished by
death ... The ruler or his deputy are the ones who have the
responsibility of killing him.

Proof of this is as follows:

1. Sorcery is infidelity and an abandonment of the religion of
Islam. Therefore, scholars mentioned it in the subject of apos-
tasy. The apostate’s punishment is death. Proof to this: The
Hadith of Abdullah ibn Abbas about the Messenger of Allah,
who said: ‘He who converts his religion—kill him.’

*Red font indicates removed content.
*Yellow highlight indicates altered content.

*Green font indicates added content.

2021

Islamic Studies — Tawhid, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021, p. 65.
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The Sorcerer’s Punishment in the World..

The ruler or his deputy are the ones who have the responsi-
bility of punishing the sorcerer according to the laws of Is-
lamic Sharia, which made sure to discourage the sorcerer
and prevent his harm and evil from reaching the people.
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67.

Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020, p. 171.

In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, it was taught that jihad is “the climax of
/siam?’ and is one of “the best of pious acts and greatest forms of obedjence.” Instead of
referring to its more peaceful and spiritual aspects, examples were chosen from the Quran
and hadith that celebrate violent jihad. One verse even argued that martyrs never really die,
but instead live with Allah and are greatly rewarded, thus legitimizing and even prioritizing
combat and violence as a form of jihad.
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The Virtue of Jihad for the Sake of Allah:

Jihad for the sake of Allah, in its particular meaning, is the climax of Islam. It is among the best of pious acts and [among] the
greatest forms of obedience, made lawful to elevate the word of Allah Almighty and to spread His Dawah to everyone. The
countless Ayahs and the Prophetic Hadiths are evidence of this virtue. The Almighty says: “Allah has indeed purchased from the
believers their lives and wealth in exchange for Paradise. They fight in the cause of Allah and kill or are killed. This is a true
promise binding on Him in the Torah, the Gospel, and the Qur’an. And whose promise is truer than Allah’s? So, rejoice in the
exchange you have made with Him. That is [truly] the ultimate triumph.” [At-Tawbah: 111]

[

The Exalted says: “Never think of those martyred in the cause of Allah as dead. In fact, they are alive with their Lord, well pro-
vided for - rejoicing in Allah’s bounties and being delighted for those yet to join them. There will be no fear for them, nor will
they grieve. They are joyful for receiving Allah’s grace and bounty, and that Allah does not deny the reward of the believers.”
(Ali Imran: 169-171]

They also quoted Anas, who narrated that the Prophet said: “Going out in the morning in the cause of Allah, or in the evening,
is better than the world and what is in it.”
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68.

69.

Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020, p. 172.

In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, one condition for engaging in jihadis the
ability to do so, exemplified by Muhammad who was at first at a disadvantage against the
Quraysh tribe. He could wage jihad against them only after immigrating to Medina, and re-
establishing the Muslims’ power.
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3. The ability to perform jihad: The Prophet did not fight the Quraysh infidels before the Hijrah, and he even did not legislate
Jjihad beforehand, for the Muslims were weak and outnumbered. However, after the Hijrah and the establishment of the power-
ful Muslim State, he legitimated jihad.

Hadlith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2019, pp. 60-61.

Violence and murder on behalf of Muhammad were justified, and praised in a hadith that
exemplifies the love that Muhammad’s companions had for him, formerly including descrip-
tions of two young companions who killed a man for voicing swear words at Muhammad.

L.__') \,\-; & J_}J« 43 ;-"'-"_,—“-Lr; P aa

_— : i < - -
5 i B B g Boa TR e i
e B P ) < a3l &

Lagin Al -1 O5ST OF Ces Laglond i L2V - - aDlay LT 131 Sl oo
< & == = e - J = d £

5
&S & gl

S s i e o ~ i - s
».\_}_7-\ \"..._'l 'L._' «._Jl S>> L — g e U 0\}4‘_\ L \./’4.;;- JA ~ L_ e V‘L“ﬁ Lea > ;I.ME

e S s igws B o vy B
== o3l s (831 5w B las Y anyi 8l sy (= s, £z Q) dswsy e 0l oo 10 JB

1 foia sam i e . 2 T o NJ 5 . 0 . T
v,‘l s OF ARG e FRL g“ Jlas ..;-»-\\ (SeRE G C_oemzd (Lo J_>_=:— | RS PO
oo i e e e < : 3 AN 4 T .y -
Logrdn ol jusld ;L._._\\.w G LSa>lo lda Ol Vit 3 L) & ds= S !

Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf narrated:

“While | was standing in the row on the day of the battle of Badr, | looked to my right and my left and saw two youths, support-
ers from Medina, both young in years. | wished | had been stronger than they.

One of them called my attention, saying, “O Uncle! Do you know Abu Jahl?”

“Yes,” | said, “What do you want from him, O nephew of mine?”

“I have been informed that he utters curses against the Messenger of God,” he replied. “By Him in Whose Hands my life is, if |
should see him, then my body will not leave his body, until one of us who is destined to die earlier dies!”

| was astonished at that talk. Then the other boy called my attention, repeating what the other had said.
After a while | saw Abu Jahl walking amongst the people. “Look!” | said. “This is the man you asked me about. They then at-
tacked him with their swords and struck him to death.”

41 Removed for September 2020.
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70.

Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020, p. 173.

In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, students were presented with very spe-
cific circumstances in which jihad is to be performed, forbidding Muslims from retreating

from the battlefield, as well as discussing jihad as a matter of self-defense or being ordered
by the ruler.
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Situations in which Jihad is Designated:
Scholars mentioned that jihad is designated to a person in three situations;

1. If two ranks face each other, then those who are present are forbidden from retreating. The Almighty says: “O believers!
When you face the disbelievers in battle, never turn your backs to them. And whoever does so on such an occasion - unless it is

a maneuver or to join their own troops - will earn the displeasure of Allah, and their home will be Hell. What an evil destina-
tion!” [Al-Anfal, 15-16]

2. If the infidels assault a specific land, then its people must fight them and protect it, for self-defence is a duty. The Almighty
said: “Fight in the cause of Allah against those who wage war against you, but do not exceed the limits. Allah does not like
transgressors.” [Al-Bagarah, 190]

3. If the ruler mobilizes a nation, they are to comply. The Almighty says: “O believers! What is the matter with you that when
you are asked to march forth in the cause of Allah, you cling firmly to the land? Do you prefer the life of this world over the
Hereafter? The enjoyment of this worldly life is insignificant compared to that of the Hereafter. If you do not march forth, He
will afflict you with a painful torment and replace you with other people. You are not harming Him in the least. And Allah is
Most Capable of everything.” [At-Tawbah, 38—39]
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72.

Hadlith (2), Grades 10 - 12 (Humanities), 2020, p. 173.

In a chapter about j/had that was removed in 2021, students were taught that entering into
combat is considered jihad only when it is for protection or to elevate Islamic principles, and
not when it is to demonstrate bravery, zealotry, patriotism, or to seek fortune.
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When is Combat Considered Jihad for the Sake of Allah?
Combat does not exceed two goals:

1. It can be done to carry Allah’s command, to sacrifice for His sake, to spread the principle of the oneness of Allah, to protect
the values of Islam and the Muslims’ land, and to elevate the word of Allah. This is jihad for the sake of Allah.

2. It can have a different goal, such as fighting out of valor, out of zeal, out of a sense of patriotism, in seeking of fortune, or
other false slogans and beliefs. This is not for the sake of Allah. The Messenger of Allah was asked about who fights in the bat-
tlefield out of valor, or out of zeal, or out of hypocrisy, which of this is considered as fighting in the cause of Allah? He said: ‘He
who fights in order that the Word of Allah remains the supreme, is considered as fighting in the cause of Allah.”

Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2020, p. 170.

In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, combat was presented as an integral
aspect of jihad, used for objectives such as protection and confronting injustice and anarchy.
The text emphasized that combative jihad is not a tool of aggression, but a tool of peace and
co-existence that is under the sole responsibility of the leader.
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The Meaning of jihad: In Islam, jihad is a general term that includes several meanings that revolve around the concept of “ex-
erting effort” and making every effort in obeying Allah. . . . This also includes the meaning of combat, which was prescribed by
Allah Almighty to spread the call for Islam, so people can enter the religion of Islam for protection, for providing security, for
confronting injustice, persecution, and anarchy, and to spread the message of Islam without compelling people to join. It is not
used for aggression, as claimed by exaggerators and extremists. Regarding those who are unaware of the truth of Islam, which
calls for peace, co-existence, and for protecting the legitimate rights and freedoms, Allah Almighty said: “Fight in the cause of
Allah against those who wage war against you, but do not exceed the limits. Allah does not like transgressors.” [Al-Baqgarah,
190] The command of jihad is in the hands of the Imam of the Muslims in each age, and the Imam of Muslims in our land is the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz.
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73.

Family Education, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2020, p. 100.

Conservative gender stereotypes were reinforced in a removed image that shows a mother
hanging laundry and cooking meals as her contribution to family life. The storyboard was
centered around a family trying to save money to go on the umra trip (pilgrimage to Mecca
outside the official hgjjseason). There was also a positive message about electricity conser-
vation; however, the way that the mother was presented gives students the idea that do-
mestic roles are the responsibility of women.
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Hadlith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p. 33042

In a chapter about the Al-Agsa Mosque, students were falsely taught that Jews expel thou-
sands of people from their homes and properties, attack worshippers, harass and arrest peo-
ple, shut down charities, and commit other acts to harm Islamic life in Jerusalem.
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In light of Jerusalem’s good virtues, its place in Islamic law and in the hearts of Muslims - and in recognition of its own sense of
responsibility - the Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Fatwahs in Saudi Arabia follows with deep sorrow, and
will keep following, aggressions and oppressive actions taken and being taken, as they intensify with each passing day, includ-
ing families being taken out of their houses, the expulsion of thousands of people from their properties and the expropriation of
their houses, farms and residences—all so as to allow the Jews to establish the illegal appropriations they call the “settlements”
on top of them, to attack religious worshippers, to build the Separation Fence, to harden the economic siege, to confiscate
identification cards, to make arrests, to degrade the level of public services, to shut down charities, and to harass people in
various different ways. There is no doubt that this is a crime, a form of oppression, and an injustice towards Jerusalem, the Al-

Agsa Mosque, and the people of Palestine. . .

42 Removed for September 2020.
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Hadlith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, pp. 327
- 28.

The textbook claimed that the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem is a politically motivated fabrica-
tion, and that the Temple Mount has always been occupied by a mosque. Israel and the
Jewish people were accused of actively seeking to destroy the Al-Agsa Mosque, remove
Jerusalem’s Islamic character and rebuild the Temple, all as a primary directive.
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The Jews’ Attempts to Demolish the Al-Agsa Mosque and Build the Temple

Besides the current Jewish occupation of the State of Palestine, and despite all international conventions prohibiting the harm
of sacred places and places of worship — the Zionist Occupation, and its associations and organizations, ceaselessly plot to de-
molish and destroy the Al-Agsa Mosque, or burn it down and damage it.

The Jewish rabbis concocted a myth and attributed it to the Prophet of Allah, Solomon, to use it as an excuse to destroy the Al-
Agsa Mosque. They claim that under the mosque lies ‘Solomon’s Temple,” which is the remains of a massive temple. They allege
that Solomon built it for the Jews to perform their rituals, carry out their religious ceremonies, and offer their sacrifices. How-
ever, the reality is that Solomon built a mosque, not a temple, and the building of that mosque was chipped away stone by
stone, until its last remains vanished in the Israelites’ wars with idolatrous kingdoms. Scholars who specialize in the archeologi-
cal remains which were salvaged in excavations carried out under the Al-Agsa Mosque have confirmed that there is no trace of
Solomon’s Temple, but they have found Islamic going back to the Umayyad dynasty, the Ayyubids and others.

The Zionists consider the construction of the temple to be the greatest and most important concern. Nearly all Jewish groups
and organizations agree about this notion, which is why they have made the destruction of the Mosque and the removal of
Islamic landmarks in Jerusalem to be a primary goal of theirs. [...]
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76. Hadith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, pp.
327-2843

A chapter about the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem—understood to refer to the whole Temple
Mount—claimed that Jews and Christians only took interest in the site after Muhammad’s
visit, implying that the site’s importance in those religions was fabricated to harm Islam.
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The Al-Agsa Mosque under Islam

When God sent Muhammad [to Jerusalem], neither the Jews nor the Christians had any interest in the Al-Agsa Mosque. They
had no concern for it nor did they take care of it.

77. Hadith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Quran), 2019, p. 32844

Students were instructed to write down three attempts by “the Jews” to destroy and Judaize
the Al-Agsa Mosque, and what could be done to prevent this.
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Activity 2

Al-Agsa Mosque is now under the Zionist Occupation. It was subjected to a number of attempts to destroy and Judaize it. To-
gether with your classmates, find three examples of Zionist offenses against the Al-Aqsa Mosque, and three ways to support it.
[Top column, right to left:] Examples of Offenses by the Jews—Ways to Support Al-Agsa

43 Removed for September 2020.
44 Removed for September 2020.
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78.

Hadlith and Islamic Culture (3), Grades 10-12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur‘an), 2019, p. 3244°

The text recounted the history of the Al-Agsa Mosque by comparing its “fall into the hands
of the Zionist Occupation” to the Crusades, arguing this happened only because of the Mus-
lims growing weak. In this context it was stated that Saudi Arabia supports the Palestinian
cause—implying that the goal is to re-Islamize Jerusalem. The state of disrepair of the Tem-
ple Mount in the Byzantine period, before the Islamic conquest, was furthermore described
as “the Christians’ filth,” which was “purified” by the Muslims.
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The Al-Agsa Mosque has its own place in the hearts of Muslims. The Prophet prayed in it as an imam to all the prophets, when
he was taken to Jerusalem on a nightly journey before the Hijrah. In 15 AH, the Islamic conquests reached it and ‘Umar ibn Al-
Khattab purified it of the Christians’ filth. Later, Saladin liberated it from the Crusaders, but then, as the Muslims weakened, it
fell into the hands of the Zionist Occupation.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia places Jerusalem and Palestine in its top priority, whether it is support of the Palestinian cause in
international organizations, financial aid, or international and regional conferences and meetings—one of the most important
of which was the Jerusalem Summit, held in Dhahran in 1439 AH [2018] and was headed by the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, King Salman ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, may Allah protect him.

4> Removed for September 2020.
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80.

Content Removed in 2020
Tawhid (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, p. 86.

This infamous hadith teaches students about an inevitable war between Muslims and Jews.
Muslims will kill the Jews; even rocks and trees will join in the attacks.
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5-Fighting the Jews: Reported by Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah had said: "The Hour of Resurrection will not come until
the Muslims fight the Jews. The Muslims will kill them, and when a Jew will hide behind a rock or a tree, the rock or the tree will
say: 'O Muslim, O worshipper of God! There is a Jew behind me; come and kill him," except the salt bush (Ghargad), which is
one of trees of the Jews."

Hadlith and Sira, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2019, p. 101.

A Grade 6 Islamic Education textbook teaches a hadith about a group of Jews wishing death
upon the Prophet by greeting him with “Al-Sam Alaykum!” ['Death be upon you!] instead of
“As-Salam Alaykum!” ['‘Peace be upon you!]. Paradoxically, this is presented as an example
of the Prophet's generosity and tolerance: after his wife Aisha curses them in return, he asks
her not to reply harshly, and explains he had answered in kind, “And upon you!,” thus cursing
them without using harsh language himself.
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Extra information:

Transmitted by Aisha: "[Several] Jews came to the Prophet and said to him, "As-Sam Alaykum"! [Death be upon you!]. He re-
plied, "And upon you." Aisha said to them, "Death be upon you, and may Allah curse you and shower His wrath upon you!"
Allah's Messenger said, "Be gentle and calm, O Aisha! Be gentle and beware of being harsh and of saying evil things." She said,
"Didn't you hear what they said?" He said, "Didn't you hear what | replied (to them)? | have returned their statement to them,
and my invocation against them will be accepted but theirs against me will not be accepted.”
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82.

Islamic Studlies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, p. 235 (previously: /slamic
Studies - Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2018, p. 250)

In a high school Islamic Studies textbook, an activity on the Al-Agsa Mosque, removed in
2020, instructed students to provide three examples of attempts to destroy and Judaize the
mosque.
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Activity 1:

The Al-Agsa Mosque is subjected today to the Israeli occupation, and was exposed to a number of attempts to destroy and Ju-
daize it. Work together with your classmates to state three Zionist attacks against it.

Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, p. 256.

Propagating antisemitic myths, students are required to fill in a table and explain how Zionism
uses illicit means (money, politics, drugs, women and the media) to achieve its goals. The
2017 version of this textbook also included "family entertainment shows."
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Activity 2:

Explain how Zionism utilizes the following means to achieve its goals and realize its designs:

No. Means Application Method
1 Money

2 Politics

3 Women

4 Drugs

5 Media




83.

Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, p. 254.

The antisemitic trope that Israel is planning to expand from the Nile to the Euphrates to se-
cure "Greater Israel" according to God's promise appears in this textbook. The 2019 version
omits a third stage: "The global Jewish government, to control the entire world," which ap-
peared previously.
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The Goals of Zionism

The Zionist goals in the Arab East region aim at regional expansion in three successive stages:
A. The State of Israel in Palestine.

B. The Greater State of Israel in the Arab East region.

With the help of all the international powers, Zionism has succeeded in achieving the first stage, namely the establishment of
the State of Israel in the years 1367-1387 H. / 1948-1967 on all the Palestinian lands.

Zionism continues to work hard in order to achieve the rest of its stage goals, which include the establishment the Greater State
of Israel in the Arab East region, according to the claimed Divine Promise: from the Nile to the Euphrates.
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85.

Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, pp. 253-54.

Zionism's claims to religious-historical rights are considered invalid by this textbook, because
the Jews refused to recognize the truthfulness of Muhammad. It also claims that they dis-
torted the Hebrew Bible, so it cannot be deemed a reliable source as to the ownership of
"Palestine."
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The Religious Claim to Jerusalem

Its content is the 'Divine Promise to the prophet of the Israelites—peace be upon them—entitling them and their offspring to
possess what lies between the Nile and the Euphrates [Rivers].'

But this—alleged—right falls [short]. That is because the Old Testament has proven to be distorted and it is not unlikely that
these promises are included in the distortions within its books. And then, these promises—even if we assume their correct-
ness—are conditional on obeying Allah. But they rebelled against Him and disobeyed Him. Among what they had been com-
manded: to recognize the truthfulness of the Prophet Muhammad, but they did not do so.

Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, p. 254.

A chapter on the "Zionist Danger" deals with the historical legitimacy of the State of Israel,
arguing that whatever right Jews may claim, the Arabs were the first to "settle in Palestine"
and that their presence there was uninterrupted. It further argues that the Jews ruled the
land through other empires, but this was resolved when Muslims conquered the Byzantines
(Christian-Romans) and took the land.
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This alleged [Jewish] right falls apart also because of the following:

A. The Arabs were the first to settle in Palestine, and their presence in it has not been cut throughout history until our present

time.

B. Palestine was ruled by a series of states—the Egyptians, Iraqgis, Persians, Greeks and Romans—and the Jews ruled it within
the framework of these states. Its issue has been settled for the Muslims, who conquered Palestine while it had been under the

rule of Christian-Romans, not the Jews.
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86.

87.

Tafsir (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, p. 67.

The text warns Muslims against "resembling the people of Moses," because many envious
Jews wanted believers to be unfaithful to Islam. This example is from the Quranic Al-Bagarah

surah, which has now been entirely removed.
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The text warns about resembling the people of Moses when they asked their Prophet what should not be asked. Allah informed
that many Jews wished that you would return to infidelity [kufr] because they are envious of the guidance and Islam. Ignore
[them] until Allah will permit fighting and banishing them. Meanwhile, continue with your worshipping so you gain Allah's re-

ward.

Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2019, p. 96.

The centrality of jihad war in Islam is uncontested; it is described as the climax of the Islamic
faith, just like the camel's hump. This example is from the Quranic At-Tawbah (the Repent-

ance) surah which has been entirely removed from the textbooks.
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Jihad in the way of Allah is the climax of Islam [the peak of the hump of Islam]. Allah has mandated it to oppose anyone who
lurks in the flanks of Muslims, which requires overall readiness and preparation for mobilization at any moment, if the ruler

calls for it.
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88.

Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2019, pp. 255-56.

This passage is an incitement to hatred against gay men, stating they should be punished by
death. The "crime of Sodomy" is graphically defined for high school students and includes
specific prohibitions. This is from a particularly notable chapter about the penalties decreed
by Islam for crimes such as apostasy, sodomy and homosexuality, that has now been entirely
withdrawn from the curriculum.
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Sodomy [lawat] is a repugnant crime, a reprehensible sin that appeared among a former nation, the nation of Lot. Allah gave
them a punishment no one else had received before, so they would become a lesson for those who came after them, and a de-
terrent for anyone whose innate human nature [fitra] degenerated, and his soul had tempted him to fall into this crime; he will
be struck in the same manner as happened to them [nation of Lot, i.e., Sodom)].

And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, 'Do you commit such immorality such as no one in creation [ever] committed
before you? Indeed, you approach men with desire, instead of women. Rather, you are a transgressing people.' [Al-A'raf 7: 80—
81]

So when Our command came, we turned [the cities] upside down and rained down on them brimstones hard as baked clay,
spread layer on layer. Marked as from your Lord: And Allah's punishment is not far from the wrongdoers. [Hud 11: 82—-83]

Definition of Sodomy
Male intercourse in the anus.

Several scholars of religion said that the punishment of sodomy is death. Both the one who does it, and the one to whom it is
done, are to be killed, whether they are married or not.

Sheik of Islam, Ibn Taymiyya, may God have mercy on him, said: 'The truth that the companions of the Prophet agreed upon, is:
both the top one and the bottom one are to be killed, whether they are married or not.' Adherents of the Sunnah have told
about Ibn Abbas, may Allah Almighty be pleased with them, [who told] about the Prophet, who said: 'Whoever you find doing
the action of the people of Lot, kill the one who does it, and the one to whom it is done.’
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89.

90.

Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2019, p. 256.

Gay men are accused of being the main cause of calamities and disease. God, it is taught,
will punish society with epidemics, and will spread diseases and disaster "if sodomy appears
in society." Homosexuality is cited as destroying morality and positive character. This exam-
ple is from the same withdrawn textbook.
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The Wisdom Behind Intensifying its [Sodomy’s] Punishment:
Allah forbade sodomy and intensified the punishment for it because of its negative effect on the individual and society:

It degenerates the innate human nature [fitra], it corrupts character, it eliminates decency and it destroys morality. It be-
queaths depravity and wretchedness in the perpetrator’s soul, as it ends life and kills inner zealousness.

Whoever perpetrates this crime will continue throughout his life to be disgraced for it among people, and his shame won’t be
able to be separated from his life until he dies. Its disgrace doesn’t affect only the perpetrator, but it extends also to include the
entire family and tribe.

If sodomy appears in society, Allah will hurry to punish its population, which will result in catastrophes and illnesses, in the
spreading of plagues and diseases, and in the predominance of injustice and corruption in the land.

Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2019, p. 163.

Hostility to infidels is "faith’s firmest bond."
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Adhering to believers and being hostile towards infidels is faith’s firmest bond, as the Almighty said: 'The best of the actions is
to love for the sake of Allah and to hate for the sake of Allah'
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91.  Figh (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2019, p. 251.

Students are taught about apostasy, and that the punishment for it is death, disregarding
any of his good deeds, and eternity in Hell. However, an apostate who wishes to repent will
be able to return to his religion.*®
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The Punishment of Apostasy in the World

The punishment of apostasy is death, as several texts in the Sunnah explain this verdict.

If an apostate asks to repent and maybe return to his religion, the door of repentance will open to him.
If he repents, Allah will forgive him for his sin and won’t deem his former deeds worthless.

His Punishment in the Afterlife

If the apostate dies, his punishment will be eternity in Hell and then his righteous deeds prior to his apostasy will be considered
worthless, because the Almighty said: 'And whoever of you reverts from his religion [to disbelief] and dies while he is a disbe-
liever—for those, their deeds have become worthless in this world and the Hereafter, and those are the companions of the Fire,
they will abide therein eternally.' (Al-Bagarah [The Cow] 27)

92. Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2019, p. 165.

This Tawhid textbook warns against participating in the festivals of infidels.
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One of the severe cases of imitating infidels is participating in their holidays. This practice is one of the evilest, damaging and
popular among the Muslims. Such participation is forbidden because it contains agreement to what is not our religion. These
festivals are new innovations, which Allah forbade on His believing worshipers and described them as 'Those who witness no
falsehood.' (Furgan [The Criterion] 25:72)

46 Although this example was indeed removed in 2020, similar content was also featured in 7awhid 3, Grades 10—
12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p. 21. IMPACT-se has not yet obtained this textbook’s 2020 version; it
is unclear whether this content is still being taught in 2020, in a different textbook.
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93.

Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2020, p. 151. (Previously— 7awhid 7, Grades 10-12
[Joint Track], 2019, p. 151.)

Example Altered:*’

hen teaching high schoolers about sorcery, in the 2020 edition this textbook omitted the
explanation that convicted sorcerers could be condemned to execution for concocting "mix-
tures and medicines." The passage now is much more general, and does not refer to any
punishment whatsoever.
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There are two types of sorcery:

The first: being great infidelity if devils were the cause, who approach them with different kinds of oblations. The second: being
infidelity that does not exclude one from the nation and it is the sorcery of charlatanism and swindling.

2019 Version:
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There are two types of sorcery:

The first: being infidelity if devils were the cause; therefore, the sorcerer will be killed for apostasy. His execution is entrusted to

the ruler or whomever he assigns.

The second: being infidelity that does not exclude one from the nation and it is the sorcery of charlatanism and swindling,
which may include concoctions of mixtures and medicines. The punishment can be up to the level of killing because of its evil
and harm to Muslims. His execution is entrusted to the ruler or whomever he assigns.

47 This example remained in the 2020 edition of the textbooks, but its content was moderated.
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94. Tawhid (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2019, pp. 160-61.

This textbook states that favoring human law (or positive law—a/-qganun al-wadh’i) over Sha-
ria law, or doubting the more severe punishments (hudud), is considered infidelity.
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Scholar researchers explained that judgment that is not in accordance with what Allah sent down is the greatest infidelity in
the following situations:

1. Whoever fakes the right of legislation, analysis, and forbiddance . . . Whoever altercates with any of it is a polytheist.
2. Whoever prefers human law over the law of Allah Almighty.

3. Whoever compares the law of Allah Almighty to human law, and thinks they have similarities. This is the greatest infidelity,
which is an apostasy . . .

4.  Whoever believes that the law that Allah Almighty sent down isn’t obligatory and it includes free choice. This is the great-
est infidelity . . .

5. Whoever believes that fulfilling the punishments (hudud) is barbaric and that it does not have a place in this age.

95. Hadith (2), Grades 10-12, (Humanities Track), 2019, p. 253.

This religious studies textbook also proffers a negative definition of Zionism, stating that it is
"a globally organized Jewish racist political movement."
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The Definition of Zionism

Zionism: A globally organized Jewish racist political movement, which aims for the immigration of the Jews in the world into
Palestine, and for making it a state for them.
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96.

97.

Hadlith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, p. 255.

Students are taught how to confront Zionism, including by refuting the rights of Jews in Pal-
estine and defending the Palestinian people from "oppression, aggression, killing, displace-
ment and humiliation" [by Jews]. Zionists are described as enemies of Muslim countries.
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Attitude toward Zionism
Confronting Zionism requires a number of methods:
1. Refutation of Zionism's claim over the right of Jews over Palestine.

2. Striving to support the Palestinian people, and defend it from oppression, aggression, killing, displacement and humilia-
tion.

3. Islamic countries should empower themselves materially and morally to be delivered from the Zionists and their other
enemies.

Hadith (2), Grades 10-12 (Humanities), 2019, p. 254.

Zionism’s effects on the Islamic World include "wars and struggles that heavily damage soci-
ety," as well as the slaughter and expulsion of Palestinians, the occupation of Al-Agsa
Mosque, Southern Lebanon and the Golan Heights.
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Zionism’s effect on the Islamic World:

Among the most noticeable effects of Zionism on the Islamic world are:

1. Occupying Palestine, which includes the Al-Agsa Mosque—[the destination of] the Messenger’s nigh journey, the first direc-
tion of prayer, and the third holy mosque.

2. Slaughtering and expelling the Palestinian people, as well as acting in the most racist way against those who preferred to
stay in their homeland.

3. Occupying several other Arab territories, such as the Golan and Southern Lebanon.

4. Wars and struggles that heavily damage society, development, and policy.
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98. Social Studies, Grades 10-12 (Joint Track), 2019, p. 125.

Colonialism includes "deporting the original inhabitants and their expulsion or extermination."
One of the examples given is "the 'occupation’ of the Land of Palestine.
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Type of colonial-

Definition Examples
ism
- What the Spanish did to the native Americans in Central and
Immigration of groups of residents from  South America, and the Portuguese that settled in Brazil and
foreign powerful countries to weaker forced their culture and language upon them.
Settler colonial- ones, in order to bui./d colonia./ settle- ‘ - What the English did to the native Americans in North Amer-
ism ments for them, while deporting the orig- e @) el fin At

inal inhabitants and expelling / extermi-
nating / integrating them into the new - The occupation of the Land of Palestine.
society. - The European colonialism in Central Africa and Rhodesia

(Zimbabwe.)
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99.

Figh (3), Grades 10-12 (Optional Track), 2020, p. 83. (Previously—Figh [3], Grades 10-12
[Optional Track], 2019, p. 83.)

Example Altered“:

A hadith about a wife who is stoned to death for committing adultery with her servant (who
is punished with one hundred lashes and exile for one year, because he is unmarried) has
been replaced in 2020 with a hadith about a thief who is punished by having his hand cut
off.

2020 Version:
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2. Abu Umayyah al-Makhzumi reported that a thief was brought to the Messenger of Allah and he admitted his crime, alt-
hough the stolen goods were not found with him. The Messenger of Allah said to him: 'l do not think you stole them.' He said:
'Yes | did." This was repeated twice or three times, so he ordered that his hand be cut off.

2019 Version:
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2. Abu Huraira and Zaid bin Khalid al-Juhani reported the story of the servant that fornicated with the wife . . . in it, Allah's Mes-
senger said: '. . . and, O Unais, go to this [man’s] wife in the morning, and if she makes a confession, then stone her.' He [the
narrator] said: 'He went to her in the morning and she made a confession. And Allah's Messenger made a pronouncement
about her and she was stoned to death.’

48 This example remained in the 2020 edition of the textbooks, but its content was moderated.
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100. Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023-24, p. 95 (Previously - Soc/al Studies, Grade 7, Vol.
1-3, 2022, p. 97; Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021, p. 15; Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2,
2020, p. 15; Social Studies and Civics, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 15; Social and National Stud-
/es, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2017, p. 21.)

Removed:

The portrayal of Iran appears to have been moderated in 2020, as the textbook’s reference
to the Persian “occupatiort’ in the Arabian Peninsula was removed and replaced with a neutral
description of the Sassanid dynasty, based on Persia vying for control of the region with the
Byzantine Empire. The 2017 version drew attention to Persian “influence” in the Arabian Pen-

insula.
2017 2019 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023-24
Social and National Studies, Social Studies and Civics, Grade Social Studjes, Grade 7, Vol. 1-3,
Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2017, p. 21. 7,Vol. 2, 2019, p. 15. 2023-24, p. 95; Social Studies,

Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2022, p. 97; So-

cial Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2021,
- Fsmen p. 15; Social Studies, Grade 7, Vol.
e 2, 2020, p. 15.

Foreign powers influenced parts B. The Persians occupied parts of
of the Arabian Peninsula during the Arabian Peninsula before Islam.

the mission of our Prophet Mu-

hammad, including the influence
of the Persians which spread to B. Attempts by the Sassanid Empire
the Eastern Coast and Yemen. in Persia and the Byzantine Empire

to control the Arabian Peninsula.

* Yellow highlight indicates altered content.
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Content Removed Before 2020
101. Social and National Studies, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2017, p. 86.

A 2017 social studies textbook described Jews as having a “treacherous and perfidious na-
ture” teaching that the Jews of ancient Medina tried to fight Muhammad and Islam by any
means possible. The textbook did not address the Medina conflicts as a historical episode in
a particular context; rather, Jewish treachery is assumed to be eternal and still relevant. This
is clear from a question about a country that “stil suffers from the treachery of Jews.”
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Regardless of the treaty, the Jews succumbed to their treacherous and perfidious nature, and returned evil for good. They re-
Jected the message of Muhammad even though they knew it was truthful. They began to alienate people from Islam and cast
doubt on its origins and teachings. They even claimed that paganism was better [than Islam] and they did not leave any means
to fight Islam and the Muslims without resorting to it.

2 — Which country still suffers from the treachery of Jews?

102. /Islamic Studies - Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2018

An interpretation of a Qurianic Surah, removed in 2019, encourages students to expose the
false beliefs of the People of the Book [Christians and Jews] and to fight them, so that they
pay the jizya [non-Muslim tax].
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6. Exposing the People of the Book, demonstrating their false beliefs, and encouraging them to fight them so they pay the jizya.
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103. Tafsir 2, Grades 10-12 (Humanities) 2017, p. 221.

This high school textbook from 2017 taught that Islam is a middle way between “exaggeration
and alienation” - Christianity, which worships Jesus as God, and the Jews, who Kkilled their
prophets and renounced their religion. The text further stated that God has cursed the Jews

and Christians for disobeying Him.
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The religion of the prophets is a middle way between exaggeration and alienation. The Christians have exaggerated by glorify-
ing Jesus and worshiping him as God. They originated [a heretic] monasticism depriving the goods, preventing pleasures, and
destroying life. And from the Jews there was alienation and inattention, and the killing of the prophets, and renunciation of
their religion. Allah has cursed the former [Jews] among them and the subsequent [Christians], in the sayings of their prophets,
because of their disobedience, failing to denounce evil, and because of their inclination to the infidels [kuffar], tending, defend-

ing and protecting them from the jihad of the faithful believers.
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104. Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2019, p. 109; T7afsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Pro-
gram), 2018, p. 109.

In 2018, a sentence was removed from a high school textbook on Islam teaching that a person
who mocks God or the Prophet Muhammad is an apostate who should be killed unless he
repents. Instead of this sentence, the 2019 edition teaches that such a person should be
judged according to the Shari'a, without mentioning any particular punishment.

2018 2019

Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2018, p. Tafsir (1), Grades 10-12 (Joint Program), 2019, p.
109. 109.
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Whoever mocks Allah, his Ayahs, and his messenger, is an
apostate whose excuses will not be accepted, so either he Whoever mocks Allah, his Ayahs, and his messenger, is an

repents, or he will be killed as an infidel. apostate whose excuses will not be accepted, so either he
repents, or the Imam will judge his matter according to

Allah’s decree.
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